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GC Graduate Spotlight 

Interview of Nikoletta Louca- Grad. 2013

 

Mathematics at the University of Edinburgh 

Are you happy studying Mathematics at the University 

of Edinburgh? 

 

I would not describe myself as happy with my course 

and university - I would prefer the term enthusiastic. 

Studying mathematics is much better than what I 

expected and I enjoy every single aspect of it. I am 

also given great opportunities at this University, such 

as discussing mathematics-related areas which I find 

particularly interesting with someone who is an expert 

in the field, which makes me love it even more! 

 

What advice would you give to students when it 

comes to choosing a career?  

I had trouble choosing a career myself. I could not 

choose between Mathematics and Physics. My advice 

to other students is simply to just follow a career that 

they choose and not let someone else choose for 

them. Students should do something that gets them 

out of bed in the morning, and not something that 

tires or bores them. They should aim to do something 

they can talk about for hours. I also think that 

feedback from the teachers is a good thing, but your 

own opinion is what matters the most. 

GC Teacher Spotlight  

Interview of Myranda Andronikou, Head of History 

Could you please tell us some words about history as 

an IGCSE and A-Level Subject?  

 

History provides a sound education. It is an essential 

subject, which helps students to develop critical and 

analytical abilities since the word history itself means 

to inquire. Studying history at IGCSE or A-Level will 

make you think out of the box and make you analyze 

situations from different points of view. 

 

What Career can one follow related to History? 

  

History is a classic subject that increases your options 

to find the correct course you want to follow at 

university. It can be combined with politics, which 

later can lead to a career in finance or International 

relations, which could later lead to a career at EU 

organisations. History can be even related with a 

language. At university and later in life the only limit 

of what you can do is your imagination. 

 

One last Comment: 

 

 I feel sorry for people who don’t know history. They 

live in a very barren world.  ‘’A person who does not 

know the history of the last 3,000 years wanders in 

the darkness of ignorance, unable to make sense of 

the reality around him.’’ (Goethe). 
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GC Student Spotlight 

Interview of Rea Efthymiou – Form 6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why do you want to study medicine? 

Since the first year I started studying biology, I 

became very fascinated by the human body. I can see 

myself in the future exploring the human body, curing 

any problems associated with it and be the reason a 

person gets to smile. 

What A-levels are you currently taking? 

At the moment I am studying Biology, Chemistry, 

Physics and Mathematics A-level courses. 

What courses would you suggest to your classmates?     

Other courses that I would suggest to my classmates 

in the field of science are Neuroscience, 

Bioengineering, Genetics and Biochemistry. 

What advice would you give regarding career 

selection? 

My advice is to follow the path leading to the job that 

you can imagine doing for the rest of your life. Any 

decision that makes you happy and complete is the 

right one. 

 

CAREER Spotlight – Medicine:  

 

 

Doctors are concerned with the prevention, diagnosis 

and treatment of illnesses, diseases, disorders and 

injuries. One of the biggest advantages of studying 

medicine is the number of options open to you when 

you qualify. There are more than 60 specialist areas in 

which doctors can work.  

To become a doctor you need to study medicine at 

university. Only courses entitled 'Medicine' will enable 

you to become a doctor - other similar courses such as 

'Biomedical Science' are actually science degrees and, 

while closely allied to medicine, will not enable you to 

practise as a doctor.  

There are 31 medical schools in the UK. Every 

university varies in the qualifications they require. 

However, most UK universities require 2 Sciences at 

GCE A Level which are most commonly Biology and 

Chemistry. You are advised to research individual 

universities and their entry requirements for a more 

detailed description.   

All applications to medical schools in the UK are 

handled by UCAS and the application process begins 

in September. The application deadline is the 15th 

October each year for courses starting the following 

September. You can only apply to 4 medicine courses 

at the same time. Universities typically require an 

admission test (UKCAT or BMAT) and also invite you 

for an interview as the final stage before offering you 

a place. Apart from the UK, you can also study 

Medicine in Hungary, Germany, Holland and the 

Czech Republic.  

 

 

 

http://www.google.com.cy/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=K6dIUnFh08_AWM&tbnid=6XqDe7W1eEem8M&ved=0CAgQjRw&url=http://fellowshipoftheminds.com/2010/04/14/a-new-medical-symbol/&ei=c7b0UrHxJ6KU4ATo1YH4BQ&psig=AFQjCNEonuFErv3kQMchmSfZkClReyQ2RA&ust=1391855603696866
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Advice on - Medicine: 

It is essential that students who are interested in a 

Career in Medicine begin their involvement in extra-

curricular activities as soon as possible.  

 The Science Club will give you hands on 

experience with experiments and current 

issues concerning the Science field.  

 The Debate Club can enhance your team-

working and communication skills, as well as 

your ability to analyse knowledge on different 

matters. 

 The Current Affairs Society can open up 

opportunities to discuss various current affairs 

and become more familiar with what is going 

on in the world around you. 

There are a number of other clubs and societies which 

can be useful to someone who is interested in 

acquiring skills which will assist them on their medical 

career path, but the most important thing is to remain 

dedicated to the activity you have committed to 

throughout your high school experience.  

 

Work Experience: 

Work experience refers to the understanding that you 

will gain when you spend some time in a professional 

setting.  

Work experience is invaluable and will benefit you in a 

variety of ways.  Most of the time work experience is 

on a voluntary basis so you will not be paid for your 

services. However, what you will gain from the 

experience is priceless. Do not forget that any 

experience is better than no experience, even if it is 

not directly related to what you want to do as a 

career. By working in a professional setting you will 

gain the insight you need to fully understand what the 

job is all about. 

 

 

 

Your work experience will guarantee that you will pick 

up new skills that will be invaluable. You will be able 

to manage your time more efficiently as you will be 

given a range of tasks and duties that you must 

complete in a set timeframe. 

 

-for Medicine  

To study Medicine or Veterinary Science you will need 

to definitely have some experience in a hospital or 

veterinary clinic. These specific courses need to know 

that you have seen what is expected of you in your 

future career. The sight of blood, operating rooms and 

the work pressure are just a few things that you will 

need to be comfortable with before taking on such a 

degree.  

Before you apply to study Medicine you will also need 

to demonstrate that you have a willingness to 

contribute to society. Examples of places you can 

volunteer at to acquire these essential skills and 

experiences include: 

 Clinic or Hospital 

 Old People’s Home 

 Nursery 

 Dog Shelter 

 Blind School 

 Centre for Autistic children 
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February Events at the GCS 

Careers Workshop for Forms 3&4:

 

On 4 February a presentation was given to motivate 

3rd and 4th Formers to research and find out more 

about fields that interest them and possible careers 

they might wish to follow. The presentation 

concentrated on the significance of extra-curricular 

activities, work experience and summer courses 

abroad, which are the key ingredients in making a 

strong university application. The opportunity to study 

in countries such as the USA, France and Germany 

was also mentioned. It was stressed that the earlier 

you decide on your goals and begin working towards 

them, the higher are the chances that you will 

succeed, because success relies on Thinking, Preparing 

and Acting.    

University Visit from Representatives of King’s, 

Imperial, LSE and UCL: 

On 6 February the G C School of Careers had the 

opportunity to host a lecture delivered by 4 highly 

competitive UK universities- Imperial, Kings College, 

UCL and LSE. Forms 6 girls and Form 7 boys attended 

this lecture. 

 

All 4 universities shared a brief history and gave us 

valuable advice. LSE urged the students to firstly look 

at the content of the degree prior to applying since 

from university to university the content of the same 

subject varies. UCL stressed the importance of a  

student being able to contribute to the community of 

the university, as a driving factor while Imperial 

stressed how innovative student ideas are an essential 

student perk. Lastly, Kings College said it looks for 

students with multidisciplinary subject knowledge. 

 

Nevertheless, all 4 universities had a common 

denominator when it came down to writing a winning 

personal statement; focus on academic structure. 75% 

of the personal statement should be concentrated on 

‘’why you want to pursue this academic subject’’. 

Relate all experiences with the subject and share a 

strong career aspiration.   

Careers Workshop for Form 5 

On 11 February a Careers workshop was held for the 

students of Form 5. Students were provided with 

careers guidance and awareness was raised on key 

factors that can make a student more competitive 

when applying to university. The purpose of the 

workshop was to encourage students to set high 

targets, and provide them with information, advice 

and guidance which will help them reach these 

targets. Topics discussed include: What to Study? 

Where to Study? and the importance of Work 

Experience and Extra-Curricular activities. Another of 

these key factors discussed was of course the 

importance of writing a brilliant personal statement 

when applying to university. Summer programs such 

as the Oxbridge Academic Programs, Oxford Royale 

Academy and Projects Abroad were also suggested to 

students who want to add a more global status to 

their agenda.  

The importance of effective communication skills was 

also explained and discussed and emphasis was given 

to the significance of well-thought A Level selections 

since some combinations may limit course 

opportunities later on. Moreover, it is equally 

important for one to pick subjects that he enjoys the 

most. Nevertheless, choosing the right A-Levels is only 

half the job done. In order to succeed one must also 

put an effective plan into practice.  
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Careers News for February 

World Class Study in London Exhibition in Nicosia 

On 8 February, representatives from Imperial, King’s, 

LSE and UCL held an exhibition at the Hilton to 

provide information, advice and guidance to 

prospective students, applicants and parents.  

International State University Fair 

On 21 February – 23 February, representatives from 

20 different universities worldwide were at the 

International State Fair offering information on study 

opportunities in their countries. 

University of Northumbria 

On 20 February, Mrs Elena Andreou had a meeting 

with a UK representative from the University of 

Northumbria to discuss their newly renovated 

facilities, merit scholarships available and the strong 

collaboration with the University of Newcastle Upon 

Tyne. Offers are based on a combination of A Level 

and Apolytirion grades. 

Representative from Israel 

On 24 February, Mrs Marianna Zittis had a meeting 

with a representative from Israel. Information was 

given on the Technion Israel Institute of Technology, a 

competitive university, known world-side which 

specialises in Engineering and Science. 

University of Law 

On 25 February, Mrs Marianna Zittis, met with a 

representative from the University of Law, UK. The 

university has 8 centres around the UK and offers only 

LAW courses. Focus is given on practical experience 

and workshops. A typical undergraduate offer is ABB 

or 92.5% in your Apolytirion.  

Durham University 

On 25 February, Mrs Elena Andreou had a meeting 

with a representative from Durham University, a 

Russell Group university and the 3rd oldest in the UK. 

The university accepts Modern Greek A Level and the 

Apolytirion. Offers made with Apolytirion will be 

92.5% plus 2 A levels that are relevant to the course. 

Scholarships are also available based on merit.  

Upcoming Events 

Wednesday 5 March: Interview Preparation for 

Oxbridge, Medical School applicants, and other 

students, Conference Room, 3pm. 

Tuesday 18 March: UCAS Workshop for 7th Form girls. 

How to reply to university offers and, what happens 

when A Level results come out. 

April: Adjustment to university life for 7th form girls 

and 2012/2013 graduates. 

March 13th – 15th: Pearson's Head of Progression and 

Recognition will deliver presentations to help learners 

who will write personal statements to support 

university admission applications. You are invited to 

attend one of the events below: 

13 March, 2:30 pm at the Hilton Park, Nicosia 

14 March, 2:15 pm at St Mary's School, Limassol 
15 March, 11:00 am at UCLan Cyprus, Pyla 
 
The presentation will last approximately one hour and 

there will be the opportunity for Q&A afterwards.  

The events are open to learners, teacher and parents.  

March/April:  The Cyprus Fulbright Commission/ 

EducationUSA Cyprus have announced the 2014 

StudyUSA Program which will help students prepare 

for admission to undergraduate studies in the U.S. in 

2015. The Program will include an introductory, 

intensive SAT course delivered virtually by a U.S. 

tutor, and basic training on the U.S. admissions 

process. The SAT course will include 8 sessions on the 

following dates: March 12, March 20, March 26, April 

3, April 22, April 24, April 30 and each lesson will 

begin at 4:00 pm. The cost of the entire 8-week 

course is €30. Other presentations related to applying 

to U.S. universities will be free and will follow this SAT 

course. The deadline to apply for the program is 2:00 

pm, Friday, March 7, 2014.  Application material and 

information can be found here: 

http://www.fulbright.org.cy/  

http://www.fulbright.org.cy/nqcontent.cfm?a_id=5655&tt=graphic&lang=l1
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Quote of the Month 

“If you don't know where you’re going, you're 
likely to end up somewhere else” 

 -Lawrence J. Peter 
 

Things to think about 

Does the course I am thinking of apply for require any 

additional ‘Admissions Tests’ I need to study for?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations and all the best to… 

Andreas Theodosiou – grad 2012- 

Who has successfully achieved a place at the 

University of Cambridge to study Engineering and 

Imperial College to study Civil Engineering  

and 

Orestis Demetriou – grad 2013- 

Who has successfully achieved a place at  

Imperial College to study Mathematics and the 

LSE to study Business, Mathematics and Statistics 

 

WHICH WOULD YOU CHOOSE ? ? ? 
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Marianna Zittis-Charalambides (Head of Careers) 
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