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Great achievement for GC School student 

Andreani Mouzourou – Grad 2014 

Andreani Mouzourou has secured a place to study 

Physics at the University of California, Berkeley,           

a prestigious university which currently ranks 3rd 

Worldwide, Times Higher Education World University 

Rankings, on a FULL SCHOLARSHIP. 

 

 
 
Congratulations Andreani on your great achievement. 

Please take us through your journey from applying to 

UC Berkeley, to your acceptance. 

Thank you! I first decided to apply to UC Berkeley 

after I did some research on the University. I 

examined the rankings, the student satisfaction rates 

and the opportunities I could have there, which made 

the decision to apply quite easy. I’d already taken the 

SAT general test by then, but to boost my application I 

also took the SAT Subjects tests in Physics and Math II 

last November. The deadline to apply was November 

30th 2013. I filled in my information, gave details 

regarding my extra-curricular activities, wrote the 2 

essays and submitted my application. The results 

came out at around 1:00am March 28th2014. 

Wow! Was it an easy decision to reject your offer from 

Imperial College London? 

Yes, it wasn’t that difficult really. I’ve always wanted 

to go to the States and UC Berkeley is significantly 

higher up in the rankings than Imperial is for physics. 

Berkeley’s student satisfaction rates are really high 

whereas Imperial’s are quite low. Furthermore at UC 

Berkeley I will be able to have a true college 

experience, something that is impossible to have in 

London. What made this decision even easier was the 

fact that when I came into contact with other UC 

Berkeley students they all said that they were having 

the time of their lives there. 

What is your most memorable GC School experience 

you will take with you? 

Probably all the breaks I spent with my friends in the 

Physics Department talking about anything and 

everything. 

What will you miss the most? 

I guess that would be my dogs and my horse primarily 

because there would be no form of communication 

with them. I would also miss my house and my room. 

Message to the students who aspire to apply to 

competitive universities such as UC Berkeley: 

Just to work hard and have fun. 
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GC Graduate Spotlight 

Interview of Marina Mavrou – Grad 2011 

 

Take us through your educational journey so far.  

I was a student at the G C School of Careers for seven 

years. Being in such a motivational and well organised 

school gave me the opportunity to be accepted by the 

University College London, UK. This is the 3rd and last 

year of my studies. I will soon complete my BSc 

Biotechnology degree and I will be in search of a 

graduate scheme to gain all the experience needed 

prior to making a decision for a Master’s degree. 

Any regrets? Anything you would do differently if you 

could? 

I firmly believe that one should make no regrets 

because whatever happens, happens for a certain 

reason. One should learn from their mistakes, 

improve themselves and become wiser. I would not 

do anything differently. I would only be less nervous 

during exam periods!  

What was the most important life lesson you took 

with you to university from school?  

Two of the most important skills GCS helped me 

acquire were time management and team work!! 

Having those two helped me adapt to the university 

environment much quicker. 

Future plans? 

 After building the fundamental basis with an 

undergraduate degree I intend to find a graduate 

scheme placement relevant to what I have been 

studying so far to get a taste of what it is like to work 

in a biotechnology company. Then I am planning to 

choose the most suitable Master’s degree regardless 

of its relevance to biotechnology. 

Message to the GCS Grads who are preparing to 

venture out into the world 

Prepare yourself for a three year "marathon run", 

meet people from different countries and cultures 

and learn something new from them. Last but not 

least try to become active university members, 

participate in societies and clubs of your interest. This 

will enable you to broaden your horizons and 

strengthen your CV. 
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GC Teacher Spotlight 

Interview of Linda Mousoulides - Head of Geography 

 

Tell us a little bit about the nature of your subject 

Geography is a subject that uniquely bridges the social 

sciences (human geography) with the natural sciences 

(physical geography). It puts the understanding of 

theses social and physical processes in the context of 

places and regions across the world, studying 

development trends, the causes of differences and 

the varying inequalities that occur between places 

and social groups. It also looks at climate change and 

the anthropogenic impact on our planet and explores 

energy issues, resource conflicts, sustainability and 

geopolitics.   

We are aware that the Geography Department 

arranges various interesting activities throughout the 

year. Can you tell us about what you have done this 

year? 

This year we have organised  

- a visit Cyprus Seismological Centre for 

students in Form3 /4 

- Form 4 students participated in the "Young 

Ideas for Europe" programme. The topics for 

discussion included the future of Europe and 

Cyprus’s role, with reference to globalisation, 

climate change, sustainability, resource 

conflicts and energy issue.  

- Form 5 went on 2 day field trip to the 

Environmental Study Centre in Kritou Terra 

where they covered the field work aspects of 

the IGCSE geography, including carrying out 

Land Use and Environmental Quality Surveys 

in an urban area as well as measuring river 

channel characteristics. 

- Form 6 went on 6 day field trip to Flatford Mill 

Field Study Centre, in Suffolk, East Anglia, 

covering field work for Unit 2 of the AS 

Geography course. Including looking at the 

need to and success of rebranding and 

regeneration projects as well measuring 

coastal erosion and assessing the success of 

coastal management strategies.  

What is your educational background? 

I graduated from the English School and went on to 

study Geography and Economics at Keele University, 

UK.  

Words of wisdom to our students 

Geography is a vast subject that does put some 

students off because in order to get a top grade you 

need to read around the subject in newspapers, 

magazine and Internet articles as well as watching 

documentaries. It is a subject that encourages 

discussion and extended research, which will help the 

student become an independent thinker and a 

responsible global citizen. There are many case 

studies on a local, national and international level that 

must be used throughout the course in order to 

illustrate your answers which is what makes this 

subject so exciting as every student has a choice of 

which ones to use.  Geography is everywhere around 

us and we are experiencing it every day, that is why it 

is one of the most dynamic and fluid subjects that 

relates to many other fields of study, from the world 

of business, to law and international relations, to 

medicine and to sustainability and green issues. I feel 

that Geography is increasingly becoming one of the 

most valuable subjects to study, as it is a broad based 

subject that will not limit your career choices but 

expand them.  
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GC Student Spotlight 

Interview of Petros Zanti – Form 6 

 

What are your plans for the future? 

I have always dreamed of being a scientist in my 

future. It started off with the classic "I want to be an 

astronaut and go to space", but growing up I 

discovered the vastness that science holds. As a child I 

asked a lot of questions about everything I observed 

around me, and later I realized that all my answers 

were hidden in the world of science. I am mostly 

interested in Physics, the most fundamental of the 

sciences, and even though I am not 100% sure of what 

I will become, I hope and imagine that it will be a 

profession where I can study and improve our world. 

 

Talk us through your extra-curricular commitments. 

First of all I am going to start with my longest in 

duration extra-curricular activity, the guitar, which I 

have been playing for 10 years now. I am currently 

studying Grade 7 in Music Theory and I have also 

practiced the French language up to B1 level. 

I have also been working out at my gym for 4 years 

and this year I completed the Duke of Edinburgh’s 

Gold Award. Some events which I was a part of 

include the CMS Summer Math Camp 2011 and 2012, 

the Euromath 2014 and this summer the London 

International Youth Science Forum 2014.  

How do you think your extra-curricular commitments 

will help you achieve your goals for the future? 

 The most important reason I stay committed to my 

extra-curricular activities is that through practicing 

them parallel to studying for school, I learn how to 

correctly manage my time and this is to be proven a 

great advantage at university. In addition, they help 

me obtain new experiences and expand my mind and 

thoughts by not just being stuck and concentrated on 

school studying but also seeing the other aspects of 

life. 

Greatest piece of advice you have been given? 

The greatest advice I have been given was:  "Ask 

yourself if what you're doing today is getting you 

closer to where you want to be tomorrow". But also I 

have a poster on my bedroom wall of a quote from 

Albert Einstein "Imagination is more important than 

knowledge. Knowledge is limited. Imagination 

encircles the world." 

What is the best thing about being a G C School 

student? 

The best thing about being a G C School student is 

that we are given many opportunities to attend 

events like the ones I stated above, and even more 

exciting ones like for example the Science Fair. Also 

we are responsible for organizing events like the 

Starry Night and the Rock Night, therefore bringing us 

closer together and making us feel proud for the 

success of these events. 
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Advice … for Summer 2014 

 

Try to take advantage of your summer break as much 

as possible. Take this opportunity to develop skills, 

build experiences and experiment in different fields, 

helping you to solidify your career choice. 

 Look up summer courses and summer 

programmes in Cyprus and abroad. Some 

examples include: 

Oxbridge Academic Programs 

Oxford Royale Academy 

Projects Abroad 

Gap Medics 

Boston University Summer Term High School Program 

MIT Summer Program 

 Gain work experience where possible: 

The Cyprus Institute of Neurology and Genetics 

accepts students over the summer period, as do a 

number of other organisations, clinics, hospitals, law 

offices, graphic designers and many many more. See 

your Careers Counsellor to discuss this further. 

Careers News for May 

May is known to be a quiet month, as far as Careers 

activities are concerned, due to exams. However the 

Careers Department held two important events this 

month which turned out to be a great success. 

 

 

 

 

UKCAT & BMAT Workshops 

 

On Friday 2 May from 09:30 – 16:30 seven GC School 

students /graduates who will be applying to Medical 

school in Sept. 2014/Sept. 2015 attended UKCAT and 

BMAT workshops; intensive courses intended to 

provide students with exam tips and special training 

for the aforementioned exams which are necessary 

prior to entering a Medical School in the U.K. The 

workshops were run by CyMedNet’s lead instructor, 

Nicholas Andreou who has just finished studying 

Medicine at Imperial College London. Nicholas has 

been running CyMedNet's advisory services for over 

six years by successfully helping hundreds of 

prospective medical students from all over Cyprus. He 

was accompanied by his high-achieving protégé, 

Iacovos Theodoulou, who has recently ranked in the 

world’s top 10% for the UKCAT exam. 

 



 The G C School of Careers                                      Summer 2014 Vol.1 Issue.4 

Careers SPOTLIGHT - Newsletter 

 
Settling in and Adjusting to University Life 

On Monday 26th May, 7pm, Dr Emilios Solomou and 

Mrs Marianna Zittis, gave a presentation to students 

who are preparing to begin their studies in September 

2014. Important topics were covered, including; How 

to choose the right accommodation, Sources of 

Finance, Scholarships and Grants and Health 

considerations. A discussion also took place regarding 

what students can expect upon arrival at university. 

The purpose of the presentation was to better 

prepare our graduates for life after G C School and 

help them adapt to university life, ensuring a smooth 

transition and a successful new beginning.  

 

 

 

 

Benjamin Franklin- Angelo Odysseos 

In a previous issue of the Careers Spotlight- 

Newsletter, we mentioned that eight GC School 

Students were interviewed for the Benjamin Franklin 

Transatlantic Fellows Summer Institute. This year the 

U.S. Embassy interviewed over 130 applicants from all 

over Cyprus for the 2014 programme, designed 

specifically for Cypriot students and will cover global 

issues, leadership and media training, collaborative 

project development, and is scheduled for July 20-29, 

2014.   

We are proud to announce that Angelo Odysseos 

Form 6 is one of the few chosen students to 

participate in the ten-day summer institute in 

Washington, D.C.   

 

Congratulations Angelo, we look forward to hearing 

all about your experience in September.  
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And finally, the Careers Department would like to wish the GC Grads 2014 success for the future. 

 

Use the knowledge you have acquired, the experiences you have 

lived and the memories you have made to compose a future to be proud 
of 

 

 

            
  The Careers Team  

 

Marianna Zittis-Charalambides (Head of Careers)  

Elena Andreou-Ioannou (Careers Counsellor)  

Christos Demian (Careers Assistant)  

Theodoros Stylianou (Careers Assistant) 


