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GC Graduate Spotlight 

Interview of Andreas Theodosiou, Grad 2013 

The University of Cambridge- Engineering 

 

What and where are you currently studying? 

I study general engineering and will choose an 

engineering discipline at the start of year 3. More 

specifically I study the following four subjects: 

Mechanical Engineering, Structures and Materials, 

Electrical and Information Engineering and 

Mathematics and Computing. I’m studying at Wolfson 

College, University of Cambridge. 

What made you chose this career orientation? 

I have not yet chosen a career orientation. In the first 
two years several topics are covered from various 
engineering disciplines and students choose which 
area of engineering they want to specialise in at the 
start of the third year. 

How is university life and life abroad on your own? 

University life is great. There is lots of fun to be had 
and many different things to try which you wouldn’t 
be able to if you were not a university student (for 
example rowing). However, managing your time 
effectively is the key if you are to survive the heavy 

workload. Different people react differently to living 
abroad. I was able to quickly settle in without many 
problems, although I do miss the food and the 
weather of Cyprus. 

What were your grades and what were the 
requirements for getting into university? 

My A Level grades were A*A*A*A. I applied after 
taking my A-levels so there was not a grade 
requirement I had to meet. I went to an interview 
(two to be honest) and took a Maths and physics quiz 
before my interview. Some colleges might also ask 
you to take the TSA test. The entry requirements for 
my course are A*A*A. 

Where or what do you see yourself in the future 

It is too early to tell. 

GC Teacher Spotlight 

Interview of Mrs Katerina Charalambous, 

Mathematics 

At which university did you study? 
 
I studied Mathematics at City University of London 
where I gained my bachelor’s degree and I then went 
to UCL for my master’s degree in Mathematical 
Modelling. 
 
Can you share with as something memorable from 
your university life? 
 
Hm… When I met Manolo Blahnik.  
One of the most memorable experiences was my first 
day at the university. I still remember the mixture of 
feelings I had; fear and excitement at the same time. 
It was at that moment when I realized that a new 
chapter in my life was starting. I remember I was 
alone, being far away from family and home and 
feeling lost in a massive building. Once I got into class 
the stress went away and the exciting journey of 
student life begun. 
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What made you chose Mathematics as a career 
orientation? 
 
I find Mathematics a very stimulating subject. It is a 
science that will always have a place in the future and 
opens doors to exciting careers. It was love at first 
sight and I simply couldn’t give it up when I finished 
school. 
 
As a continuation of the previous question, why did 
you decide to teach math? 
 
During school I was lucky enough to have been taught 
by one of the top mathematicians. He inspired me to 
only want to become a great teacher and take pride in 
what I do.  Moreover I come from a family of teachers 
which was a contributing factor in my decision. 
 
Other than teaching what other things can one do 
with a mathematics degree? 
 
Studying Mathematics is a good way to keep your 
career options open. Mathematics is an excellent 
foundation and it’s usually a prerequisite to study in 
many areas, such as: actuary, operations research 
analyst, ecologist, computer scientist, air traffic 
control analyst, cryptologist, geophysical 
mathematician and many more. 
 
Could you please tell us some words about math as an 
IGCSE and A-Level subject?  
 
IGSCE in Mathematics aims to give students a 
foundation in mathematical skills and develop their 
knowledge and understanding of how to use and 
apply mathematical techniques and concepts to solve 
problems. 

A-Level Maths provides students with a thorough 
grounding in the mathematical tools and techniques 
often needed in the workplace. There are four Core 
units, which provide the techniques in Algebra, 
Geometry, Trigonometry and Calculus that form the 
fundamental building blocks of the subject. 

There are also additional qualifications and various 
options to suit your A-Level needs:  

 Decision Mathematics: networks, algorithms 

 Mechanics: forces, motion 

 Statistics: probability, data handling 
 

GC Student Spotlight 

 

Interview of Irini Iacovidou – Form 6  

Which lessons are you currently studying? 

I am currently studying Modern and Ancient History, 

English Literature and Economics. 

Are you a member of any club in the school? 

In fact, I am a member of 5 clubs - the Debate, Current 

Affairs, Publications, Upper School Dance and the Mix 

& Match Dance Club.  

How does debating help you in your everyday life? 

It helps in every way possible; from minor ways like 

effective discussions in class, to much more important 

aspects of my personality such as self –confidence, 

respecting others’ opinions and critical thinking. 

What do you want to study at university? 

I am not one hundred percent certain yet, but I do 

know that history will just have to be one of my 

majors.  A course on international relations or political 

sciences seems to be quite appealing for the time 

being! 
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Last comment:  

Whatever the future may hold, the fact remains that 

times are hard and despite what older people may say 

about ‘adjusting’ your choice of studies based on the 

demand for certain jobs, I believe that we should 

study what we are passionate about in order to be 

more motivated and hence more productive in these 

difficult times. 

CAREER Spotlight 

Studying: Economics

 

Economics is the social science that studies the 

production, distribution and consumption of goods 

and services. Economics is everyday Life. It uses 

models to explain and predict what can often seem 

chaotic. Those who study economics use economic 

models and theories to analyse how the simple act of 

buying and selling can become complicated by factors 

such as taxes, interest rates, inflation, labour 

disagreements and even the weather. 

What qualifications do I need? 

Almost all subjects taught at school are relevant to 

economics, giving you the flexibility to choose 

subjects you are strongest in. Ideally you should 

choose the Economics A Level which will give you a 

good foundation for further studies. You will usually 

need GCSE mathematics and English at grade C or 

above. A few universities ask for Maths at A-level, so 

do check the entry requirements of individual schools. 

What skills do I need? 

Economists should have good communication skills as 

they should be able to present economic data and 

findings in a concise and easily understood manner. 

They should also display critical thinking skills. 

Problem-solving abilities and an analytical way of 

thinking and managing data are also essential. 

GC Library Spotlight 

“Whenever you read a good book, somewhere in the 

world a door opens to allow in more light” -Vera 

Nazarian- 

The School library has a big selection of books relating 

to the Careers Department. By reading these books 

and articles you will widen your breadth of knowledge 

and begin to envision the numerous paths that are 

open to you. Enhancing your reading will get you 

thinking about different study options and help you in 

making the right decisions about your future. There 

are books that help with writing a personal statement, 

help in choosing a career, a Careers directory of all 

possible careers available, interview preparation, 

university admission exam help such as the BMAT and 

many more! Visit the school library today and borrow 

a book from the Careers section!! 
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Advice on- Studying in the U.S.A. 

 

With over 4,500 academic institutions in the U.S.A., 

students who are interested in studying in the U.S.A. 

are advised to start researching universities 12 to 18 

months prior to the academic year in which they hope 

to enrol. 

Most universities have their own online application 

forms whereas some accept the Common Application. 

Deadlines to apply can be as early as  

October/November but generally most universities set 

their deadline for the 1st January. It is important to 

note that universities may set different deadlines for 

scholarship applications. Students are advised to 

apply to 8-10 schools. 

Students applying to the U.S.A. have the option to 

begin their studies as an “undeclared” major and 

decide while they are at the university what degree 

they wish to follow. The flexible system at U.S. 

universities mean that students can change their 

major while at university, can do a double major, a 

major and a minor or an interdisciplinary major. 

Please note that most universities give extra credit for 

GCE A levels, and students may gain a semester or 

even a full year at a university. 

Total costs including tuition and fees, room and 

board, books and living expenses per year can vary 

between $30,000-$40,000. Each university offers 

scholarships which are either merit or need based. 

Admission requirements- 

 High School grades (usually 3-4 years) 

 Standardised test scores (i.e. SAT, TOEFL) 

 Extra-curricular activities 

 Personal statement 

 Recommendation letters 

Standardized Tests 

Most universities in the U.S.A. require the SAT test. 

This admission test is valid for 5 years and consists of 

3 sections: Critical Reading, Writing and Maths. Each 

section has a total score of 800 and the most 

important sections are Critical Reading and Maths. 

The test is offered 6 times a year in Cyprus and is 

paper based. Each university sets the score they are 

looking for. In addition to the SAT, most competitive 

universities require the SAT Subject test. Usually no 

more than 2 subjects are required but students are 

advised to research the universities of their choice to 

see how many subject tests are required.  

In addition to the SAT/SAT Subject tests, universities 

require an English Proficiency test. Almost all 

universities accept the TOEFL and most accept the 

IELTS exam. Please note that both these exams are 

valid for 2 years and there is an exam approximately 

every month. 

It is strongly advised that students attend a free 

University Information Session at The Fulbright Center 

for further information regarding studying in the 

U.S.A. 

For more information please see Mrs Elena Andreou. 

www.educationusa.info  

www.collegeboard.org   

http://www.petersons.org  
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September Events at the GCS 

On 2nd October Delegates of the Cyprus Association 

of Civil Engineers spoke to students about Civil 

Engineering. The presentation covered topics such as,  

 The Association of Civil Engineers in Cyprus 

and the associate institutions abroad   

 What is Civil Engineering, how to get there 

and where to work in Cyprus and abroad  

 How Civil Engineers overcome the challenges 

of creating and maintaining an infrastructure 

for current Engineers and for future 

generations. 

  Why somebody should be interested in 

becoming a Civil Engineer  

 

 

Upcoming Events 

6 November 2014: Studying in Germany presentation 

12-13 November 2014: Education UK Exhibition. This 

year 62 UK institutions will participate and the event 

will take place at Cyprus Hilton Nicosia. 

Representatives will be available to advice on studying 

in the United Kingdom at all levels, entry 

requirements and application procedures.   

15 November 2014: The French Institute of Cyprus is 

holding an open day between the hours of 10:00-

17:00 to offer information about Studying in France.  

 

Quote of the Month 

“Knowledge is power. You can't begin a career, for 

that matter even a relationship, unless you know 

everything there is to know about it” 

-Randeep Hooda- 

 

Things to think about 

Start thinking about work experience!!  

The benefits of work experience are vast! Shadowing 

a professional can widen your knowledge on the 

career of your choice and can assist you to obtain a 

realistic impression of the culture of the industry. 

Furthermore it can develop your understanding of the 

role & function of different employees within an 

organisation and can provide the discipline of 

employment such as timekeeping, responsibility and 

reliability. 
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Marianna Zittis-Charalambides (Head of Careers)  

Elena Andreou-Ioannou (Careers Counsellor)  

Christos Demian (Careers Assistant)  

Theodoros Stylianou (Careers Assistant) 
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