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GC Graduate Spotlight 

Interview of Maria Kalli,  Grad 2014 

University College London- Chemical Engineering 

 

What and where are you currently studying? 

I am studying chemical engineering at University 

College London. 

What made you chose this career orientation? 

My love of science and maths and how this course 

combines them with skills such as problem-solving 

and creativity. I was also interested in how people's 

visions can be expanded from small scale tests in the 

lab to larger-scale applications in factories and 

improve today's technology. 

How is university life and life abroad on your own? 

London is such a big city so there is always something 

to do and UCL is full of international students so you 

get the chance to interact with people from other 

cultures. The only drawback is that London is more 

expensive than any other city and it's harder for 

students to manage their money. 

What were you grades and what were the 

requirements for getting into university? 

I had A*AAA and 97.51% Apolytition and UCL asked 

for AA and 95% Apolyrition. 

Where or what do you see yourself in the future? 

Working in a chocolate factory   

 

 

GC Teacher Spotlight 

Interview of Mrs Vasso Koukounidou, Head of French 

department 

 

Where did you study in France? 

After completing my Bachelor’s degree in French 

Language and Literature at the University of Cyprus, I 

chose to continue my studies in Lyon at Université 

Jean Moulin Lyon 3 where I obtained my Master’s 

degree in Transcultural Studies.  

What were the benefits of studying there? 

The chance to live in France on its own is one of the 

biggest and best reasons to study there. There are 

however some other benefits that make such a 

decision even more appealing.  These include the 

lower tuition costs and the costs of living in the 

country, since it is far more affordable to survive in 

France than a country such as the United States. Costs 

are less for almost everything, whether it is housing, 

food or even entertainment.  

One of the most important parts of my experience 

studying in France though was to appreciate its 

cultural diversity. It is always nice to know that you 

will fit right in with the crowd when you arrive.  

Would you suggest to someone to study in France? 

Even though studying and living in France can be a 

true challenge, it is also an amazing experience and an 

inviting prospect for anyone with an aptitude for 

languages and an interest in French culture. 
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What career prospects can one have if they choose to 

study French?  

French can greatly expand your job opportunities and 

salary potential because French is a key language in 

today’s global economy. Knowledge of French opens 

the doors of French companies in France and other 

French-speaking parts of the world (Canada, 

Switzerland, Belgium, and North and sub-Saharan 

Africa). French graduates go on to work in education 

and to use their linguistic skills in fields including the 

diplomatic service, the security service, journalism, 

law, accountancy, business, industry and finance. 

Last comment? 

If you do choose to study in France, get ready for a 

journey like no other. It is certainly a new experience 

that will provide you with lots of fun and adventure.  

GC Student Spotlight 

Interview with Stephanie Lemesianou Form 6:  
 

 
 
What are your plans for the future? 
 
As a student of the sixth form, I must say that this is 
the year in which our dreams are based on something 
much more concrete; a plan, as we chose to call it. My 
dream is to study in the U.S.A. as an undergraduate 
student of "film". My plan for the near future is to 
simply push myself to the absolute best that I can be, 
explore my capabilities to the fullest, and make sure 
that I fulfil my goal. 

 
Talk us through your extra-curricular commitments 
 
From stages, to podiums, to scaffoldings; you name it! 
Over the past six years, I have been lucky enough to 
experience numerous dance competitions, school 
plays, Starry Night performances and recently, some 
of the greatest debating sessions of Europe such as 
EYP and MediMun. The list might be long, but that is 
no reason to stop adding to it. Every experience is 
more than worth the time! 
 
How do you think your extra-curricular commitments 
will help you achieve your goals? 
 
Good grades are indeed essential in order to achieve 
your goals, but they do not always show entirely what 
you are capable of. Having extra-curricular activities is 
a way of developing skills you might not even know 
you have! Apart from having a sense of 
accomplishment, they also help you determine who 
you are as a person. Once you put some effort into 
finding out your talents and cultivating them, it's up to 
the world to see what makes you unique and why you 
deserve to be distinguished. 
 
Greatest piece of advice you have been given? 
 
"Get on with it". It might sound simple, but to me it 
means a lot. Very often students feel overwhelmed by 
either their strict schedules or the burden of their "to 
do list". I am certainly no exception! The truth is 
though, if you have the leisure to think about 
something, you have the time to do it. 
 
What is the best thing about being a G C school 
student? 
 
You mean apart from regularly eating souvla at 
school? Well, for me the best thing about being a GC 
school student is being given the chance to do so 
many things. There are so many annual events and 
school clubs that we can get involved with. The 
opportunities are there, it's up to us to grasp them! 
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CAREER Spotlight 

Quantum Physics - written by Panayiotis Christou 6 

orange.  

Quantum Physics is what Panayiotis aspires to study 

at university, a goal he has been working towards for 

many years. Good Luck Panayiotis!  

 

Quantum Physics is the study of how different matters 

or energy behave in the smallest possible scale, one 

that is so small that is even smaller than the atoms 

that make up our body. We use physics in 

combination with mathematics to explain how these 

matters and energy do the things they do and use this 

knowledge acquired in helping the world progress and 

achieve a much more detailed and clearer 

understanding of how the world operates. It is those 

very mechanisms, that our world relies on to function 

correctly, that quantum mechanics explain and the 

principles behind them that make them all relate to 

each other while being completely different.  

The human being, blessed with the gift of intuition has 

made tremendous progress through the ages but still 

left some processes or actions unexplained due to 

them being inconceivable by our minds. Quantum 

physics or quantum mechanics as this branch of 

physics is also known, uses high level of mathematics 

to provide an explanation to all things which remained 

unexplainable in the past and thus fulfil the need for 

us curious beings to know the reason why some things 

are occurring while still making no sense and being 

extremely strange. But it is this strangeness that led to 

some revolutionary improvements in the world of 

physics and chemistry and brought some of the most 

helpful inventions in the world like the MRI machine 

based on quantum mechanics) which helps people 

every single day. 

 

Advice on Studying in France 

 

Why study in France? 

The fact that France is one of the world's most 
popular study abroad destinations is surely no great 
surprise. France has 65 million inhabitants and is the 
world's fourth largest host country for foreign 
students. There are more than 2.4 million students 
enrolled in higher education; more than 12% of 
students are international students. 288,000 students 
worldwide have chosen French schools and 
universities based on their quality of instruction and 
diversity of the studies offered; for the rich cultural 
heritage in France and for its economic dynamism. 

Few countries invest quite as much money into 
research and education as France. QS’s rankings 
reflect this: a total of 41 French universities are 
included in the QS World University Rankings 
2014/15, of which 11 are within the global top 250. 

One major benefit which students studying in France 
will enjoy is the country’s fee system. For the majority 
of courses at most universities you’ll have to pay only 
EU€183 a year for a bachelor’s degree (there are 
exceptions – engineering courses tend to cost more 
for example).  

Read on to find out why so many international 
students choose to study in France - and what to do 
next if you want to join them. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.topuniversities.com/university-rankings/world-university-rankings/2014
http://www.topuniversities.com/university-rankings/world-university-rankings/2014
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Admissions for Cypriot students 

 Students seeking to study first cycle 
(undergraduate) degrees at universities and 
institutes of technology in France must hold 
an Apolytirion or have 3 GCE A-levels if they 
are private school graduates. 

 Since the language of instruction at French 
universities and colleges is French, you are  
 
required to prove your level of command of 
the French language. If you are enrolling in 
the first or second year of a study programme 
at university in France, you must prove you 
have the adequate level of knowledge of 
French by either passing a language test (TCF) 
or by obtaining a degree in French such as 
DELF B1/B2 in the European Language 
Passport. 

 Students may apply online 
http://www.admission-postbac.fr/ from 20/01 
– 20/03 and are allowed twelve (12) choices. 

 

Tuition fees at public universities in France 

a) First cycle degrees (bachelor's programs - 
licence): EUR 183 per year. Engineering 
degrees have a tuition fee of EUR 611.10 per 
academic year, while medicine related studies 
have different tuition fees depending on the 
programme. For example, the average tuition 
fees for doctor of medicine amount to EUR 
452 per year. 

b) Second cycle (master's programs): EUR 259.10 
per year 

c) Third cycle (PhD degrees - Doctorat): EUR 
393.10 per year 

Finding student accommodation 

Once you arrive in France, you will have a wide choice 
of accommodation depending on your budget and 
desires. Regardless of the type of accommodation you 
choose, you will be entitled to student 
accommodation financial help (ALE). 

 University residence, room 

University residences and rooms are managed by the 
CROUS. They are usually located next to the university  

 

and therefore not in the town centre. You can apply 
from 15/01 to 15/04. www.cnous.fr  

 Private student accommodation blocks 

These are not managed by the CROUS but by private 
agencies. They offer students studio accommodation 
with kitchen, toilet and bathroom in each flat. 
The rents are higher than in the university residences 
managed by the CROUS and you can usually expect to 
pay about 350 € for a studio. This is the same price as 
for a private studio. www.adele.org  

 Private studios and flats 

You can also look for accommodation in the city 
centre: numerous studios or small flats suitable for 
students exist, especially in the large university towns 
and cities such as Lille, Lyon, Marseille, Montpellier, 
Toulouse, Rennes, etc. 

Student accommodation financial help (ALE) 

As soon as you have found accommodation, you can 
apply to the CAF for student accommodation financial 
help (ALE). This usually represents about a quarter of 
the rent you pay. 

If all of the things that we’ve already told you about 
France were not enough, what if we told you that no 
matter what country you are coming from you can 
expect to be welcomed with open arms. There is so 
much diversity in France. As a student at one of these 
institutions you can rest assured that you will receive 
an amazing education, while also enjoying the many 
other things that are to be loved in the country. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.studyineurope.eu/europass-cv
http://www.studyineurope.eu/europass-cv
http://www.admission-postbac.fr/
http://www.cnous.fr/
http://www.adele.org/
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November Events 

Study in USA Lecture 

 

On the 4th November, a representative from 

Education USA, Mrs Gulsen Oztoprak , spoke to 

students and parents about studying in the USA. Mrs 

Gulsen Oztoprak highlighted key points such as the 

admissions procedure, the costs associated with 

studying in the USA and the variety of options 

available.  

Study in Germany Lecture 

 

On the 6th November, Mrs Maria Photiou, German 

Universities Consultant, came to our school and gave 

an informed presentation on the university 

application procedure to study in Germany. Germany 

is a popular choice for higher education not only due 

to its renowned universities with top class research 

and teaching facilities, but also due to the fact that 

education is free.  

 

 

 

During the school half term, the G C School Careers 

Counsellors met and spoke with various university 

representatives from the UK who were in Cyprus for 

the Education Fair: 

University of Sheffield 

 

On Wednesday 12th November 2014, representatives 

from the University of Sheffield held a meeting with 

Ms Marianna Zittis to discuss the changes and 

developments being made at the University. It is 

important to mention that the University of Sheffield 

makes flexible offers to G C School Graduates which 

include alternative options combining both A Level 

results as well as Apolytirion Grade. Moreover, the 

University of Sheffield has recently invested millions 

of pounds into its Engineering faculty with a new 

Engineering Building with a roof which opens to lower 

into it large objects, e,g, Cars that students can work 

on, giving them a more vocational course experience.  

University of Nottingham 

 

On Thursday 13th November 2014, representatives 

from the University of Nottingham held a meeting 

with Ms Marianna Zittis. The representatives were 

proud to announce that a great number of their 

students are G C School graduates and perform  
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brilliantly in their degrees. It was also mentioned that 

nearly all of the courses at the University of 

Nottingham have partnerships with universities 

abroad which offer the opportunity for students to 

participate on such exchange programmes as part of 

their degree. 

University of Newcastle and Westminster University 

 

 

On Friday 14th November, 2014, representatives from 

the University of Newcastle and Westminster 

University held a meeting with Ms Marianna Zittis. 

The representatives discussed the differences of a 

London-based University life as opposed to Student 

life in another large city. This is a factor which the 

students should consider when choosing their 

universities. Also the University of Newcastle were 

keen to mention that they are one of the three 

Universities in the U.K, University of Nottingham 

included, which offer a great Accounting Programme. 

This Accounting programme offers the students the 

opportunity to complete a significant number of hours 

at PWC and receive 12 out of the 15 exemptions 

needed for the ACA professional qualification.  

University of Buckingham 

 
 

 

On Friday 14th November, 2014, representative from 

the University of Buckingham held a meeting with Ms 

Elena Andreou. The representative discussed the new 

Medical School which is the UK’s first independent 

medical school which works closely with Milton 

Keynes Hospital. With a condensed four and a half 

year programme, students start university in January 

and apply directly to the university. Requirements are 

3 GCE A Levels at grades AAA (even though AAB 

grades might be accepted). The fees are set at 

₤35,000 a year and the EU Loan only covers ₤6,000.  

Upcoming Events 

During the first week of December the careers 

counsellors will enter the first form science class to 

help students on their note taking. This is a follow-up 

to a presentation given at the beginning of the year 

entitled Form 1 Study Workshop. Students will be 

given advise on how to take good notes in class and 

during their studying at home for tests. 

Quote of the Month 

Choose a job you love, and you will never have to work 

a day in your life 

- Confucius- 
 

Things to think about 

A Careers Test is offered by the school which helps 

students that are at a loss on what they should study 

or what they would be good at studying. The Careers 

test is conducted online via a computer at home and 

is in Greek. The test can be paused at any time and 

continued at a later stage but usually lasts around 3 

hours. The test is divided into 4 sections: Personality 

traits, Values, Skills and Career Interests. For more 

information regarding the Careers Test please speak 

to Mrs Elena Andreou-Ioannou. 

 

 

 

http://www.google.com.cy/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAgQjRw&url=http://geanow.com/university-of-buckingham/&ei=Lb52VPLnKMKgPdOZgfAG&psig=AFQjCNHGy2ySMMbf0Y7qslfu1vT2pHTlIw&ust=1417154477737709
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Congratulations to… 

 Nikoletta Christodoulou for the Highest Subject 
Mark in Europe in IGCSE Economics and Highest 
Subject Mark in Europe in IGCSE Human Biology 
 

 Leto Christodoulou Patsalidou for the Highest 
International Subject Mark (joint) in IGCSE 
Mathematics  

 

 Andreas Charalambou David for the Highest 
International Subject Mark (joint) in IGCSE 
Mathematics  

 

 Stephanie Lemesianou for the Highest 
International Subject Mark (joint) in IGCSE Art & 
Design: Fine Art  
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              The Careers Team  

 

Marianna Zittis-Charalambides (Head of Careers)  

Elena Andreou-Ioannou (Careers Counsellor)  

Christos Demian (Careers Assistant)  

Theodoros Stylianou (Careers Assistant) 


