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GC Graduate Spotlight 

Interview of  Stella Athanasiadou Grad 2012 

 

Why did you choose to study economics? 

Economics is about understanding how the world 

functions and relates to every aspect of our lives. It 

ranges from making small choices at the supermarket 

to policies implemented by governments. It is this 

broadness of the subject that makes it interesting and 

simultaneously so useful and thus indicating that the 

economic way of thinking can be applied everywhere. 

Economics feeds my curiosity, equips me with a better 

understanding of choice behaviour and enables me to 

participate in the global economy. 

Was going to Cambridge a dream you had as a young 

girl? 

I remember the first time I noticed the logo of the 

University of Cambridge on one of the books we were 

reading in high school and when I asked the teacher 

why this university, she replied “Because it is the 

best”. Since then, I always had admiration for this  

 

prestigious university. Studying there seemed like a 

faraway dream until I met the school Career 

Counsellor Ms Marianna Zitti who encouraged me to 

apply there and to whom I am grateful for her 

unconditional help. Just like that, a dream became a 

target. 

Is the course you are undertaking challenging given 

the university you are at? 

The Economics course is one of the most demanding 

in Cambridge, yet it is fulfilling because it covers all 

aspects of the subject. This, of course, entails hard 

work, good time management and sacrifices in order 

to submit your work every week with respect to strict 

deadlines. 

Economics has always been the subject that fascinates 

me the most and having the opportunity to learn and 

be mentored by probably the best professionals in the 

field is a once in a lifetime experience. This keeps me 

motivated to cope with the all the challenges. 

What is your advice to someone who wants to study 

economics? 

To be curious and evaluate everything because in this 

way you will develop your way of thinking and acquire 

more knowledge. After reading something, whether a 

book or the news, take it a step further because this 

will make the difference.  

Final Comment 

It is only a dream until you decide to make it real.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 The G C School of Careers                                       January 2015 Vol.2 Issue.5 

Careers SPOTLIGHT - Newsletter 

 

GC Teacher Spotlight 

Interview of Mrs Eleni Xeni, Economics teacher 

 

Tell us a bit about your university studies. 

I graduated from the American Academy, Nicosia and 

after obtaining a CASP Fulbright Scholarship I went to 

study at Miami University in Ohio. I obtained a 

Bachelor of Arts in Economics and a Bachelor of 

Science in Accounting. I wanted to pursue my studies 

further so I decided to return to the USA where I 

obtained an MA degree in Economics. 

What made you chose Economics as a career 

orientation? 

When I was growing up I found myself wondering why 

there is so much poverty and how poverty can be 

eradicated or at least relieved to a large extent. This 

can only be done through a change in the way 

resources are split in the world and Economics 

teaches this. I strongly believe that Economics can 

help societies improve. Learning Economics helps us 

expand our horizons and enables us to learn ways to 

better improve our lives. 

What career options are available to someone with an 

Economics degree? 

A graduate of Economics has a tremendous number of 

opportunities. Being a teacher is definitely one very 

rewarding job with a lot of job satisfaction. An  

 

Economist could be employed by a number of 

European Union Institutions,  banks, Multinational 

companies, the government or even become a 

politician!!!! 

Any final comments, words of wisdom / advice? 

“Realize deeply that the present moment is all you 

have. Make the NOW the primary focus of your life.”  

Eckhart Tolle. 

 

GC Student Spotlight 

Interview with Nicoletta Christodoulou, 6th form 

Economics student  

Nicoletta won the award for IGCSE Economics Highest 
Subject Mark in Europe for the exam session, June 
2014 

 

Which lessons are you currently studying? 

Biology, Chemistry, Economics, Maths and German. 

What do you enjoy the most in your Economics 
course? 

The ability to connect the past and the present 

through a series of events that will enable you to 

predict your future, your quality of life and standard 

of living.  

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/4493.Eckhart_Tolle
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What do you want to study at university? 

I would like to study Medicine. 

Greatest piece of advice you have been given. 

The struggle of life is one of our greatest blessings .It 

makes us sensitive and patient. It teaches us that 

although the world is full of suffering, it's also full of 

the overcoming of it. 

What is the best thing about being a G C School 
student? 

Headmasters, teachers, students not only stand by 

your side from the very first school day until the last, 

but they also encourage, boost your confidence, and  

 

make you believe in yourself as much as they can. 

They even encourage the failures in order to make 

you stronger and able to cope with any pitfall you are 

about to face later in life thus, providing you with the 

tool that leads to success 

 

CAREER Spotlight 

Business Management 

 

What is Business Management? 

A business manager works in the exciting and 

demanding world of business. They run and manage 

the work of others around them in order to make sure 

that a business is running smoothly and efficiently.  

 

Studying Business Management 

Business Management /Business Studies is one of the 

most popular degree choices amongst students. 

Business and management is a broad subject covering 

all aspects of the structure and operation of modern 

organisations. Courses will vary in the modules and 

options they offer but you can expect to find modules 

in international business, marketing, finance, human 

resource management, information management, 

business law, entrepreneurship and strategic 

management practice. Business degrees teach you the 

theories, methodologies and application of academic 

knowledge relevant to the business world. A large 

percentage of business management students later go 

on to further their studies by taking the MBA 

postgraduate degree. 

What qualifications do I need? 

Students applying for business degrees do not need a 

specific set of A Levels but most universities require 

the mathematics A Level.   

What skills do I need? 

Students interested in business degrees should have a 

logical and analytical approach to problem solving. 

Moreover students should have very good 

communication skills as in the business world you will 

be constantly be interacting with a wide scope of 

people. Also, good time management skills, a good 

sense of initiative and a well-organised efficient 

personality are also important skills.  
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Advice on- Oxbridge Academic 

Programmes 

 

Oxbridge Academic Programs has been offering 

summer academic programmes to high school 

students for over 30 years.  You may already be aware 

of the programmes offered, but The Careers 

Department would like to share more information 

with you.  

Oxbridge Academic Programmes are available in 

England: Cambridge and Oxford; in France: Paris and 

Montpellier; in Spain: Salamanca and Barcelona; USA: 

California and New York and Scotland. The application 

form is available online or can be printed and mailed.  

Students choose any two courses, one as a Major, one 

as a Minor. Major courses meet six mornings a week. 

Minor courses meet three afternoons a week. Courses 

can include Physics and the future, Drama, Medical 

Ethics, Psychology and Literature, International Law 

and Filmmaking just to name a few! The carefully 

supervised and structured learning environment 

extends into the students' free time and activities 

programs include the educational alongside the 

cultural and social; day trips, field trips and guest 

speakers are planned to complement each other so 

that students can make the most out of their trip to 

England, France, Spain, or New York. Students hold 

classes in some of the world’s greatest museums and 

galleries - MoMA, the Metropolitan Museum of Art, 

the Louvre, or the Ashmolean. 

In Oxford, Cambridge, Barcelona, Salamanca, and New 

York students live in rooms that, during the year, are 

occupied by undergraduates. In Paris and Montpellier, 

students live in centrally located boarding schools.  

 

 

Students reside either in singles, doubles, or, in a 

handful of cases, triples.  

For further information please visit the 

website:  www.oxbridgeprograms.com or speak to a 

Guidance Counsellor for help with the application 

process. 

Advice on- Medicine from Gap Medics 

 

Getting some hospital work experience is a great 

starting point for aspiring medics. However, it can be 

difficult to know where to start, so your students will 

be grateful if you can help point them in the right 

direction.  

Gap Medics specialises in hospital work experience, 

not only for students aged 16+ who are interested in 

medicine, but also for students interested in careers 

in nursing, midwifery and dentistry. 

Every year we run hugely popular programmes over 

school holidays, the details of which are on the Gap 

Medics website, http://www.gapmedics.com/  

Hospital work experience this Summer 

Get 2015 off to the best start possible with some 

hospital shadowing overseas - a truly eye-opening 

experience. If you’re thinking of becoming a doctor, 

nurse, dentist or midwife, Gap Medics are offering 

you the opportunity to immerse yourself in a hospital 

work experience placement in Thailand, Tanzania, 

Croatia or Poland taking place during your school 

holidays. 

http://www.oxbridgeprograms.com/
http://www.gapmedics.com/
http://www.gapmedics.com/
http://www.gapmedics.com/
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You can join us on a placement starting every Sunday - 

All Year round. 

You’ll gain an insight into life in a working hospital 

environment overseas, which will not only help you 

determine your passion for your career, but will also 

give your university applications a real boost too! 

Visit www.gapmedics.com to learn more about our 

available placements for future healthcare students. 

You can also contact us by email at: 

info@gapmedics.com or by phone: 0044 191 603 

1111 for more information – our friendly student 

placement team are always happy to help. 

 

January Events 

The G C School of Careers Mathematics School  

On Wednesday 21st January the G C School of Careers 
Mathematics School presentation took place. The 
Mathematics School aims at providing a fruitful and 
constructive environment in which students with an 
exceptional ability and an intense interest in 
Mathematics will have the opportunity to learn, 
explore, experiment and be challenged! Dedicated 
mathematics classes will allow them to develop their 
potential to the full by studying in small groups of 
similar minded students who share the same passion 
for the subject  
 

The G C School of Careers Sports School 

On Thursday 22nd January the G C School of Careers 
Sports School presentation took place. The G C Sports 
School is committed to providing and promoting 
broadly-based education of high standards both in 
terms of academic attainment, as well as sports 
performance. The student athletes will have the 
opportunity to make the most of their sports talents 
at School, without compromising academic 
excellence. 
 

 

 

 

Form 3 Options Meeting 

On Tuesday 27th January the Form 3 options meeting 
took place where parents and students were informed 
of the various options available to Form 3 students 
regarding the selection of IGCSE subjects for Forms 4 
and 5. A handbook giving information on each subject 
individually was given to students. 
Assistance and advice from the School Careers 
Counsellors regarding these decisions is available to 
students. 
 
 
Form 5 Options Meeting 

On Thursday 29th January the Form 5 options meeting 
took place where parents and students were informed 
of the various options available to Form 5 students 
regarding the selection of GCE subjects for Forms 6 
and 7.  A handbook giving information on each subject 
individually was given to students. 
Assistance and advice from the School Careers 

Counsellors regarding these decisions is available to 

students. 

 

Upcoming Events 

UCAS Presentation  

On Wednesday 4th February the Careers Department 
is organising a presentation on The UCAS application 
for all 6th form girls and 7th form boys. Students will 
be informed of the application process including 
personal statements, how to search for universities, 
the Russell group, university rankings, the various 
admissions tests and application deadlines. There will 
also be the same UCAS presentation given to parents 
on Thursday 5th February 2015 at 7pm in the School 
cafeteria. 

Study in France Lecture 

On Wednesday 4th February the French Department of 
the School is organising a lecture entitled “The 
importance of the French Language: studies and job 
prospects”. We are very grateful to have as guest 
speaker Mrs. Nada Papaeftychiou, responsible for 
studies in France from the French Institute in Cyprus.  

 

http://www.gapmedics.com/
mailto:info@gapmedics.com


 The G C School of Careers                                       January 2015 Vol.2 Issue.5 

Careers SPOTLIGHT - Newsletter 

 

The lecture will take place on Wednesday 4th 
February 2015, at 2:30 p.m. 

For the purposes of organisation of the event, you are 
kindly requested to register your participation to Mrs 
Elena Andreou, Careers Counsellor by Monday 2nd 
February 2015. 

World Class Study Exhibition 

On Thursday 5th February it is with great pleasure the 
Careers Department announces that representatives 
from UCL, LSE, King’s College and Imperial University 
will be at the school. The representatives will give a 
presentation on their universities to students.  

PWC Lecture 

On Wednesday 25th February, associates from PWC 

will be at the school to give an informative lecture; 

"The Accounting Profession". More specifically, during 

this presentation, students will be informed about the 

career prospects of the accounting profession and the 

professional qualifications (i.e. ACA and ACCA) offered 

to high calibre university graduates.  

 

World Class Study Exhibition 

Representatives from Imperial College London, LSE, 

UCL and King’s College will be at the Hilton, Cyprus on 

Saturday 7th February between 14:00 and 20:00 

available to talk to parents and students. 

 

Quote of the Month 

 

 

Things to think about 

If you need help with your IGCSE and GCE subject 

choices book a meeting with a careers counsellor! 

Some aspects to consider before making a final 

decision: 

 

 The subjects must appeal to you 

 

 You should show some aptitude for the 

subjects chosen. 

 Future career plans. You are advised to find 

out exactly which, if any, subjects are required 

for your likely future tertiary education. This 

information can be obtained from a variety of 

sources: 

 The School Careers Counsellors 

 University Prospectuses 

 UCAS website (for those 

intending to study in UK) 

www.ucas.com 

 The subjects should help you in future studies. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              The Careers Team  

 

Marianna Zittis-Charalambides (Head of Careers)  

Elena Andreou-Ioannou (Careers Counsellor)  

Christos Demian (Careers Assistant)  

Theodoros Stylianou (Careers Assistant) 

http://www.ucas.com/

