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GC Graduate Spotlight 

George Kypridemos – Grad 2014 

 

Where are you studying currently? 

Currently I am studying Piano performance at the 

Royal Conservatoire of Scotland. 

How difficult it is? Is there a lot of competition? 

The course/ environment is quite competitive as you 

earn opportunities by competing against other 

people. However, while on being on such a course one 

needs to remember that the only competition is 

yourself. If you better than you were yesterday, you 

should be happy with yourself. 'Difficult' does not 

exactly describe it. The profession requires a lot of 

hard work but above else complete dedication to 

what you are doing.  

Is music something you always wanted to do?  

Music is something that I have always wanted to do 

and I am really happy with what I am doing right now, 

although it is quite different to anything I had 

imagined before coming here. In many ways, better.  

What are your options should you choose to follow it 

in a professional career? 

Being a classical pianist gives access to a lot of career 

paths. However, I am of the opinion that the idea of a 

'solo' career as we have known it for so many years is 

now dead. In other words, there is no point to try and 

do what others have done extremely successfully for 

so many years. Being a musician in the 21st century 

requires you to be more than a soloist. You have to be 

a versatile artist, prepared to collaborate with many 

other people and create new works. Right now, I 

enjoy improvising, solo as well as in collaborative 

ensembles and have a lot of projects going on, 

including being part of a chamber piano and cello 

duet, as well as a Free Improvisation Trio. This might 

change in the future, but my plan at the moment is to 

try and stay in a conservatoire environment, as this is 

where music is being created and where the 

opportunities are. Conservatoire is not only an art 

school, it is also a stepping stone between training 

and professional life. Consequently, coming back to 

Cyprus after my studies is not realistically one of my 

options.  

What role does music play in your life? 

This is a question that people often ask and is always 

difficult to answer. Music is not just a profession, it 

becomes a lifestyle, simply because of the amount of 

work and personal involvement it requires. It is also a 

personal exploration, as you expand your limits, meet 

fascinating people, think a lot about life, philosophy 

and psychology to try to understand the meaning 

behind a lot of musical notions through your own 

performance practice but most importantly through 

collaborations and therefore develop artistically and 

as a person.  

Last comment 

I would encourage people to pursue a career in what 

they love and dedicate themselves to it - set 

challenges for themselves, even if it means getting a 

bit uncomfortable. It is the only way we can improve 

ourselves. 
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GC Teacher Spotlight 

Giorgos Zenios- Music Teacher 

 

 

How did you decide to practice music as a profession? 

I believe that every person has a purpose in life. Since, 

the age of 3 my purpose was crystal clear; Music 

completed me as a person. I was talented and I had 

developed this passion for music ever since, I used to 

sing songs from the vinyls of my father. 

Was it hard to Study Music at university level? 

Absolutely! It requires numerous hours of personal 

practice and devotion. One however, has to both 

endure the teachings of the theory part as well as the 

practical in order to be a well-rounded musician.  Only 

after the fourth year, upon the completion of my 

Master’s degree was I able to call myself musician, 

since I had to invest a lot of myself to reach a certain 

standard, particularly, because abroad it is much 

harder to study music than the minimalistic teachings 

in Cyprus. 

What would be an advice to all those wishing to 

pursue a music career? 

My advice to all those wishing to study Music at 

university level is that it requires a lot of sacrifices, 

therefore love for the actual matter is essential. To 

actually be a complete musician you have to explore 

all the genres of music and to study every bit and 

piece of these different types so as to have an idea 

and the option to follow any field you wish. 

Additionally, for all those wishing to simply pursue a 

music career to gain a lot of money, then this is not a 

prime objective, but studying and practicing music 

professionally should satisfy one and complete him 

musically.   

As a former GCS Graduate would you say that there 

were equal opportunities in the school, for a student 

to thrive in the field of Music, as there is now?  

Certainly not! A major Contributing Factor is of course 

technology, as it enables the students to develop and 

reveal their talent more easily. Back in our time, it was 

singly a plain guitar and our voice. There were no 

events such as starry nights and rock nights, but 

merely National Celebrations that still were not 

regular events nor were they open to talent.  

How would you describe Music in your life? 

Music is my life! No further comment!  
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GC Student Spotlight 

Christos Theodotou – Form 7  

 

Christos what do you want to study in the future?  

In the future I would like to study Singing Performance 

in Classical Rock, Blues, Jazz, and folk music. 

What kind of music do you play?  

The music that I play is mainly rock, but I also play and 

sing jazz, blues and laika. 

How would you describe music in your life? 

It is an antidote in times that I cannot handle the pain. 

It is what it gives me strength. 

Is Music a hard road to follow as a professional 

career?  

Music is very hard to follow as a professional career 

since it requires a lot hard work and time. The 

competition is very intense; you need discipline and 

imagination in order to succeed. Musicians must be 

ready to stay hours away from the people they really 

love since the working hours are a lot. I have 

experienced this feeling already since I participate at 

gigs with my band very often and sometimes I 

sacrifice spending time with people I love.  

What Opportunities did you have from the school to 

develop your skills? 

My school gave me the opportunity from very young 

age to participate in events and in celebrations in 

front of a large audience. This gave me the confidence 

and the experience that I have now on the stage. Also, 

I was a member of the school Music Club for 7 years. 

In the Music Club I had the chance to meet a lot of 

talented musicians which helped me find my way into 

music. 

 Which is your favourite school event?  

I have two school events which will remain 

unforgettable, the starry night and the rock night. I 

cannot decide which one of the two I prefer the most 

since they are completely different. On Rock Night 

you are performing on stage in front of 1000 wild 

teens where you are school becomes a rock arena, 

and at the Starry Night you are performing in a 

theatre in front of families, teachers and students. 

I have the most powerful memories from those 2 

events and I will never forget them. 

 Would an A Level Music help you improve your skills? 

In my opinion not only is Music A Level needed at the  

G C School but a whole G C Music School is needed. 

Music talents never stop becoming born. As a 7 

former I can see a lot of first, second and third 

formers that they have talent and passion in music. 
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CAREER Spotlight- Music 

 

If you are interested to study Music you must first 

decide if you are interested in:  

 Song writing  

 Recording & Producing  

 Performing  

 Music Business & Touring  

 Music Education  

 Music Health  

Berklee College of Music, USA, separates Music 

Careers into the following: 

Careers in Composition 

Arranger, producer, orchestrator, composer, film 

scorer/composer, jingle writer, songwriter, 

transcriber, copyist, conductor 

Careers in Contemporary Writing and Production 

Arranger, producer, orchestrator, composer, film 

scorer/composer, jingle writer, songwriter, 

transcriber, copyist, conductor 

Careers in Electronic Production and Design 

MIDI technician, programmer, performing synthesist, 

music sequencer, sound designer 

Careers in Film Scoring 

Film composer, music editor, music 

supervisor/director, film arranger/adapter, film 

conductor, film music orchestrator, synthesis 

specialist, theme specialist 

 

 

Careers in Jazz Composition 

Jazz composer, jingle writer, film scorer/composer, 

arranger (adaptor), songwriter, orchestrator, 

conductor, copyist, educator/teacher, transcriber, 

editor (print music publishing) 

Careers in Music Business/Management 

Advertising executive, booking agent, business 

manager, field merchandiser, music publisher, 

personal manager, professional manager 

Careers in Music Education 

Choir director, college/conservatory/university music 

educator, elementary school music teacher, music 

supervisor, private instructor, secondary school music 

teacher 

Careers in Music Production and Engineering 

MIDI engineering, music director, producer, program 

director, recording engineer, studio director or 

manager 

Careers in Music Therapy 

Music therapist, creative arts therapist, health care 

delivery professional (potential settings include 

hospitals, hospice facilities, substance abuse 

programs, oncology treatment centers, pain/stress 

management clinics, correctional facilities, and special 

education settings) 

Careers in Performance 

Vocal/instrumental soloist, session musician, general 

business musician, performing artist, orchestra/group 

member, background vocalist, floor show band 

Careers in Professional Music 

Performance careers for vocalists and those who play 

bass, brass, guitar, percussion, piano, strings, and 

woodwinds 

 

https://www.berklee.edu/careers-composition
https://www.berklee.edu/careers-contemporary-writing-and-production
https://www.berklee.edu/careers-electronic-production-and-design
https://www.berklee.edu/careers-film-scoring
https://www.berklee.edu/careers-jazz-composition
https://www.berklee.edu/careers-music-busines-management
https://www.berklee.edu/careers-music-education
https://www.berklee.edu/careers-music-production-and-engineering
https://www.berklee.edu/careers-music-therapy
https://www.berklee.edu/careers-performance
https://www.berklee.edu/careers-professional-music
http://www.google.com.cy/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://wpcmunster.org/Music&ei=ydYTVe__LILvUKzVgfAP&bvm=bv.89217033,d.d2s&psig=AFQjCNHLRmf5PLilOKzzzUvZE8uxsQGQxA&ust=1427449907821896
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Careers in Songwriting 

Composer, jingle writer, lyricist, producer/songwriter, 

singer/performing songwriter, staff or freelance 

songwriter 

In the United Kingdom, students interested in 

studying any music-related degree have the choice of 

applying to a University or a Conservatoire which is 

more practice-based  

 

March Events 

Careers Workshop Form 3 

On Thursday 5th March, the Careers Department 

spoke to the students of Form 3 regarding their future 

career path. The workshop covered key topic areas 

including: What to study? Where to study? And 

important skills that students need to be working in 

from now were also discussed by Dr.Emilios Solomou.  

UCAS workshop Form  7 Girls 

On Tuesday 10th March the a workshop was held for 

the 7th Form Girls to cover, important next steps in the 

UCAS Application process, including:  

 How to reply to your offers 

 How to use Extra 

 All you need to know about Results Day 13th 

August 2015 

 How Clearing and Adjustment work 

 

Upcoming Events for April 

Adjustment to University Life 

On Tuesday 28th April, at 7pm the Careers Department 

will hold a workshop to G C School graduates who are 

due to commence their studies in September 2015. 

The workshop is open to students and parents with its 

primary objective to best prepare students for the 

next step.  

 

We will provide information on: 

 Accommodation choices 

 The EU LOAN 

 Scholarships and grants  

 Vaccinations / Medicine to take 

 EU Medical Insurance Card (MoH) 

 

Quote of the Month 

“The future belongs to those who believe in the 

beauty of their dreams.” 

ELENOR ROOSEVELT 

 

Things to think about 

The Personal Statement – Significant part of the UCAS 

Application 

 

It is never too early to begin thinking about your 

personal statement. 

Through your personal statement, you present 

yourself to your chosen universities. From the 

information in your personal statement universities 

will get a clearer picture of your personality and 

intellect. 

Your statement should be as original as possible, as 

this is the way in which you can differentiate yourself 

from other applicants applying to the same course as 

you and who have, or are predicted, similar grades. 

Your statement should focus mainly on your academic 

abilities and achievements. 

https://www.berklee.edu/careers-songwriting
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It is your chance to convince the Universities you are 

applying to, that you are the ‘ideal’ candidate. It is 

your opportunity to sell yourself, through all of your 

experiences, to the admissions tutors of your five 

university choices and assure them that you are best 

suited to study your chosen course at their university.  

You will do this by explaining:  

 Why you are applying for this course 

 Stating your ambitions  

 Describing what interests you about the 

subject and 

 Your motivation for pursuing higher 

education 

You will also need to discuss: 

 What makes you a suitable candidate for your 

chosen course 

 Mention any relevant skills you have acquired 

 Describe experiences you have engaged in 

and  

 Tell admissions tutors about your 

achievements 

 

As an international student there are a few extra 

things you could mention: 

 The reasons why you want to study in the UK 

 Your level of engagement with the English 

language 
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Marianna Zittis-Charalambides (Head of Careers)  

Elena Andreou-Ioannou (Careers Counsellor)  

Christos Demian (Careers Assistant)  

Theodoros Stylianou (Careers Assistant) 


