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Great Achievement for GC Graduate 

Interview of Sotos Stefanou – Grad 2013 

Acceptance:  

The University of California Berkeley 

To study Business/ Economics 

 

1) What made you decide to apply to Berkeley? 

I chose to apply to Berkeley not only for its top 

academics and renowned name but also for its 

location. It’s close to many start-ups and near major 

tech companies. 

2) Was it an easy choice? (to accept this place) 

I did give it some thought at first because I had other 

offers. But I soon realised that it was a no brainer.  

3) How do you think the school has helped you prepare 

for this journey? 

The strict schedule and exams alongside the help and 

advice from teachers have provided me with the basic 

building blocks for my journey.  

4) Favourite memory from school? 

Even though it didn't happen during school hours it 

happened in the school. It was when we stayed 

overnight at the school to celebrate our last day of 

school. 

5) Any regrets? Anything you would do differently? 

No regrets for what I have done but for what I didn't 

do. I believe I could have done more. 

6) What do you believe will be your greatest challenge 

at Berkeley? 

My greatest challenge will be adjusting to the culture 

and way of life there but I give it a couple of months. 

7) Any advice to current GCS Students? 

Do more. You have the advantage and especially the 

time for new experiences, so don't waste it doing the 

regular. 

GC Teacher Spotlight 

Interview of Aspasia Sierepekli – History and French
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1) What is your Educational background? 

I studied political sciences in Paris at the University of 

Political Sciences; European studies and French at 

Kings College London and Turkish studies at the 

University of SOAS. 

2) How is French and History related? 

History and French are not really related! I always had 

a great love for languages and started studying French 

from a very young age. I also had a soft spot for 

history so when I had to choose for a university 

degree I chose both! I would have never thought that 

one day I would teach both! 

3) What advice would you give to a student who 

is considering a career in teaching?  

Teaching is one of the most exciting jobs out there! 

The fact that you are surrounded by different 

characters and among young people really makes this 

job different. It’s a very rewarding job, if you are a 

good teacher your students will show you their love 

and respect unconditionally. You are responsible not 

just for attaining the high grades your students want 

but also of forming their lives and characters. I am 

always very proud of my students for all their abilities 

and incredible energy they show in class! 

4) This year has been an exciting year, describe 

your best memory. 

This year has truly been an exciting year for me! My 

participation in the Greek play was one of the most 

amazing experiences I have had in the school. The fun 

we had during rehearsals, the anxiety for everything 

to be perfect, the number of new things I learnt about 

acting, sound, lights, music….I miss those Sunday 

afternoons where we would all gather and share 

thoughts, work and really really laugh!  

Another highlight of this year was the Comenius 

exchange program! That was also a very exciting 

experience and both the Spanish and Cypriot teams 

had a fabulous time! 

 

5) Words of wisdom to our students? 

“Shoot for the moon. If you miss you will land among 

the stars” Les Brown 

GC Student Spotlight 

Interview of Kyriacos Ioannou- Form 7 

 

1) 7 years of G C School experiences are nearly 

coming to an end. What will you take away with you? 

7 years of memories and no-homework reports. I will 

recall on both however, with a smile. Being around 

the same faces throughout the tests, trips, parades, 

BBQs and Starry Nights, I find it quite confusing to 

accept that by September these faces will be spread 

across Europe in military barracks and student halls. 

2) Future plans? 

Avoiding the future is Plan A but if Plan B comes to be, 

a promising university is the most immediate stop in 

my future, hopefully around some good clubs. Let’s 

disregard absolutely the next 730 days under the sun 

of Cyprus since they will not be spent on Nissi Beach. 
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3) How has your high school life prepared you for 

what lies ahead? 

I dare say not entirely, in the sense that the school 

staff had always been available and individuals keen 

to go out of their way to help you even when it’s 1am. 

My best guess is that this is not the case in the world 

ahead. Perhaps the school has unintendedly sugar-

coated the problems faced, manifesting a feeling of 

assurance which will probably prove false in the 

future. On other aspects of school life, socialising and 

activity engaging surely will be of aid when all alone in 

university, removing the anxiety of meeting new 

faces.  

4) Best memory? 

Naturally the best memory is not of books or libraries; 

because no good story starts with a salad. It was the 

moment when I realised that the teachers were on 

our side of the pitch. Always regarding teachers as 

‘opposing’ everything fun in school life, these walls fell 

when at the pool of Europa Park Hotel during the 

Grads 15 tour, Mr. Zenios and Mr. Agapios jumped in 

with the 80 G C School Students –Grads of 2015. 

5) Greatest Regret? 

Letting stress take over, making me miss turns of what 

could be amazing nights and unforgettable memories. 

6) Message to those staying: 

Find the balance between, staying up until 4am like a 

zombie to study for the next day’s test and not 

partying your way through high school. Both studying 

and enjoying life are of tremendous importance but 

neither can happen without the other. Don’t let 

anyone fool you or burden you with guilt that you 

should be studying 24/7; there is more to GC School 

than that and I truly urge you to find it but if you hope 

to remain in the GC School then you better open 

some books and sit down.   

 

 

Advice for the Summer: 

 

 Relax…. but not too much 

 Recap / revise … but not too much 

 Expand your work experience 

 Work on your skills 

 Research volunteer programmes 

 Build on friendships 

 Re-Energise 

 Reflect on the year that’s passed 

 Plan for the year ahead 

 

April / May Events 

Adjustment to University Life 

On Tuesday 28th April, at 7pm Dr Emilios Solomou and 

Ms Marianna Zittis delivered a presentation to the 

GCS Graduates who will begin their universities 

studies in September 2015. The presentation covered 

key topics such as: Accommodation, EU LOAN, What 

to take with you, and more. 

Over the summer ... Extra –curricular 

and Work Experience 

Students involved in Extra-curricular Activities and 

Work Experience stand out from the crowd. They are 

enriched with new skills and knowledge and can set 

themselves apart. Students will finely tune: 

• Social skills as they are interacting with peers  

and adults 

• Cooperation skills  

• Communication skills  

• Team working skills 

• Leadership skills 

• Improve confidence and self-esteem 
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• Displays commitment and initiative 

• Improve time management and organisation  

• Make you more responsible and reliable 

• Give you a better understanding of your 

personal likes and dislikes 

 The skills you will gain from your extra-curricular 

activities and work experience are priceless and will 

benefit you not only in your university application but 

in your personal and social life. Participation in clubs 

and societies will open you up to meeting new people 

as you will interact with peers and improve your social 

skills. You will learn to cooperate and work as part of a 

team and your leadership qualities will also be 

enhanced. Societies which help such skills are the 

Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme and sporting 

activities. In addition, various clubs finely tune 

communication and oral presentation skills such as 

the Debate Clubs and Current Affairs Clubs. 

Being a member of various clubs helps students 

display an all-rounded personality which is vital for 

your university application. The fact that you will be 

involved in a plethora of activities exhibits that you 

give equal attention to different aspects of your 

personality. Consequently, your time management 

will benefit and your involvement also exemplifies a 

successful balance between schoolwork and societies. 

Skills such as commitment, initiative, responsibility 

and reliability are also evident through extra-

curricular activities. It must be stated that all your 

extra-curricular activities will be noted in your 

university references and will be taken into 

consideration when your application will be looked at.   

Work experience can broaden your understanding, 

illustrate the context of work and assist to widen your 

people’s occupational knowledge by preparing you to 

observe the range of jobs represented in the 

establishment. Therefore you will obtain a realistic 

impression of the culture of industry and commerce. 

In addition, you will develop your understanding of 

the role & function of different employees within an 

organisation and provide the discipline of 

employment such as timekeeping, responsibility and 

reliability. 

If you do some work experience you will be expected 

to carry out a range of tasks and duties. This will help 

you pick up new skills, experiences, ideas and 

understanding of the work. Furthermore you will learn 

how to deal with people, work in a team, use office 

equipment and IT packages. Most importantly 

perhaps you can see what you enjoy and don't enjoy 

about the particular jobs/careers and you will be able 

to talk to people who are already doing the job and 

find out what they think about the work they are 

doing.  

 

Quote of the month 

“Be nice to geeks, you’ll probably end up 

working for one.” – Bill Gates  
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Dearest Grads of 2015, 

May God guide you through the next stage of life’s path;  

New Beginnings, New Endeavours, New Challenges, New Happenings 

and Many New Successes… but most of all may you be forever blessed 

with good Health and Happiness 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              The Careers Team  

 

Marianna Zittis-Charalambides (Head of Careers)  

Elena Andreou-Ioannou (Careers Counsellor)  

Christos Demian (Careers Assistant)  

Theodoros Stylianou (Careers Assistant) 


