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GC Graduate Spotlight 

Interview of Charalambos Charilaou- Grad 2010 

Studying Medicine in Germany 

 

Why did you choose Germany as the place to begin 

your higher education?   

This was a decision I made during my military 

service.  Although I was at a school, where the first 

aim was to study in the UK, I always had in the back of 

my mind other medical schools apart from those in 

the UK. My other options were UK, Hungary, Czech 

Republic and Germany.  After much research I finally 

came to the conclusion that Germany was the best 

option for my future plans.  In my opinion, I made the 

best decision for me.  Universities in Germany are top 

class.  Of course learning a new and difficult language 

was not something irrelevant for my decision, but in 

order to achieve your dreams you have to overcome 

all the barriers, whether they are easy or difficult.   

What were the entry requirements?  

The entry requirement was the grade of my school 

Apolytirion.  This needed to be officially translated in 

German from the Cypriot government. This 

requirement will be changed in 2018.  Every foreign 

student has to use the grades from the examinations 

the school specializes for.  For example GC School for 

A-levels and the public school for the Pancyprian 

exams.  Another entry requirement was the language 

certificate, which confirms the high knowledge level 

of the German language. 

How you are finding it so far? 

Living in a foreign country it is of course something 

difficult, whether it is Germany, UK or any other 

country.  You have to adapt to the way of life if you 

are to make yourself comfortable.  Studying in the 

German language is also a significant barrier that 

needs to be overcome.  I think this is the main 

concern of many students, who are considering 

studying in Germany.  My opinion is that it is indeed 

something that seems to be impossible.  Well I am not 

the first or last one who manages to study in 

German.  Everyone who wants to achieve his/her 

dreams will overcome these difficulties.  Also learning 

a new language is something exciting and helps you 

come in contact with a new culture.  In my opinion 

this is something very important.  

Where or as what do you see yourself in the future?  

That's a difficult question to answer.  I have not 

considered the specialty I will follow in the future.  My 

first aim, in whatever specialty I choose to follow, is to 

be able to help people as much as I can.  And at some 

point I would really like to come back and work in 

Cyprus. 

Advice for medical students and advice in general 

My advice is that everyone must follow his/her 

dreams. Eventually all of us will have to overcome 

many difficulties and we must fight and never give 

up.  Nothing great is easily achieved. 
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Interview of Magdalena Hadjidemetriou – Grad 2015 

Studying Medicine at Queen Mary’s Medical School 

UK 

 

What and where are you currently studying?  

 I am studying Medicine at Barts and The London 

School of Medicine and Dentistry of the Queen Mary 

University, UK. 

What made you choose this orientation? 

Medicine is a challenging and fascinating profession. 

What made me choose medicine was the fact that it’s 

an applicable science. Everything you learn in class 

can be seen in practice. Also, it’s extremely interesting 

the fact that every day there is a new discovery or 

research that helps people improve their quality of 

life.  Being responsible for the others well-being can 

be both very challenging and satisfactory since you 

know that you may have the solution to their 

problem. Finally, I choose medicine because you never 

stop learning. It’s very interesting that even after 2000 

years that medicine was born, we haven’t fully 

understand the complexity of the human body and 

this gives us the opportunity to learn and discover 

more and more every day. 

How is university life and life abroad on your own?  

University life is very challenging and especially if you 

are studying abroad. You have to learn to do 

everything on your own; studying, cooking, doing your 

laundry, cleaning, shopping.  The hard thing though is 

not learning to do all these things but to manage to do 

them in 24 hours.  Also, meeting new people of 

different cultures is quite an experience since you 

come from different backgrounds, have completely 

different habits and speak different languages. The 

good thing about studying abroad is that you never 

get bored and especially in London. You always have 

something to do and new people to meet.  University 

life offers you many experiences and a lot of 

adventures to live.  

What were your grades and what were the 

requirements for getting into your university? 

I got my offer based on my AS results, which were 4 

As in Biology, Chemistry, Mathematics and Ancient 

History, and my UKCAT score which was 650 

(average). The requirements for getting into the 

university were 3 As in Biology, Chemistry and 

another subject of your choice and also to score more 

than 600 in the UKCAT exam. If you meet the 

academic requirements, then they invite you for an 

interview which determines whether or not you are 

going to be accepted by the university.  

Where or what do you see yourself in the future?   

Well, I don’t know. Medicine has so many fields that 

you can get involved and they are all very 

fascinating.  I am hoping though that I will contribute 

to my profession and community as much as possible. 

A piece of advice that you would like to share 

Never give up on your dreams.  If you want to be the 

best of the best, keep working as harder as you can 

because success can happen by accident.   
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GC Teacher Spotlight 

Interview of Dr Irini Hadjisavva, Head of the Biology 

Department 

 

What is your educational background? 

Upon graduation from the G C School of Careers, I 

went to the University of Virginia, USA, where I 

obtained a Bachelor of Science in Biochemistry. I 

followed that with a Ph.D. in Molecular and Cellular 

Oncology from The George Washington University in 

Washington, DC, USA. I performed research and wrote 

my dissertation on molecular pathways involved in 

the development of resistance to chemotherapy in 

tumour cells. 

Were you always interested in studying biology and 

becoming a teacher? 

When I was very young, I used to pretend to be a 

teacher for the kids in my neighbourhood, so that may 

have been an indication of my future career path. 

From the time I started taking science classes at 

school, I knew I wanted to pursue a career in biology. 

When I finished my Ph.D., I originally wanted to move 

away from academia and focus on medical and 

pharmaceutical consulting. If I had stayed in the USA, I 

would have wanted to consult on drug development 

for pharmaceutical companies in the field of oncology. 

In Cyprus, given the limited opportunities in medical 

consulting, I gave teaching a shot and it has been so 

fulfilling and life enriching that I have absolutely no 

regrets.  

What was your biggest challenge in your career? 

Various challenges arose throughout the years, but 

I’m grateful for all the positives that have come from 

them. A challenge, but definitely a positive one, was 

the pursuit of my Ph.D. For two years, experiments 

were not working out and I had to repeatedly 

troubleshoot to find answers. I also had to present my 

research in front of renowned scientists who 

challenged me with their questions and critique, know 

the literature inside out and defend every detail of my 

project in front of a tough committee. However, the 

skills I obtained and all the positive memories 

collected during those five years will always be part of 

who I am as a teacher and scientist.   

Any advice or words of wisdom that you would like to 

share? 

When students leave the school and go study abroad, 

be it in the UK, the USA or elsewhere in Europe, I 

highly recommend that they take full advantage of the 

opportunities afforded to them. I believe embracing 

diversity is crucial to having a positive learning and life 

experience. Don’t be afraid to talk to professors and 

work with them in different projects, and make sure 

to befriend people from all over the world. It is 

important to step out of your comfort zone and open 

yourself up to new experiences. Some very intelligent 

people will surround you and, while that may be 

humbling or intimidating, you should take advantage 

of this and try to learn from everyone.  
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GC Student Spotlight 

Interview of Eleni Iliopoulou- Form 6 

 

What subjects do you take? 

I take Biology, Chemistry, Physics and Maths A level 

and I plan to finish all of my subjects as a complete A 

level by the end of next year. Last year I also finished 

my Computing and Greek A levels. 

What are you thinking of studying at university? 

My passionate interest is in Medicine. It is what I want 

to pursue in my life and that’s why I decided to try my 

best to get into a medical school in the UK or 

Germany. There I will be able to study the different 

aspects of Medicine and how to be an actual doctor 

for approximately 5 years. Later on, I will have to 

choose something more specialised such as studying 

the brain which is something that really interests me. 

However, I’m not completely certain at the moment 

and I have a lot of years ahead of me to decide. 

What drives you towards Medicine?  

What drives me towards Medicine is not something 

complicated, such as money or the feeling of 

“supremacy” that one can obtain after becoming a 

doctor. For me it’s about something more pure and 

simple, it’s about what my heart tells me. After a lot 

of contemplation about what I wanted to follow, I just 

realised that I needed to listen to what my heart had 

to say. I eventually understood that what it told me is 

that the ability to share my knowledge and expertise 

in order to help and save people’s lives is what fulfils 

me and what gives me the incentive to study our 

complex selves and therefore study Medicine. 

Do you do any extracurricular activities? 

I take German language outside school as I am 

thinking about studying in Germany. I am also 

involved in the Volunteers, Science, and Duke of 

Edinburgh’s Clubs. Lastly, I visit the Areteio hospital 

twice a week, where I get to see the patients together 

with doctors and a few of the surgeries that take place 

there. 

Any advice for students who want to follow Medicine? 

What I would really advise my classmates is to do 

what their heart tells them and to follow what they 

are really certain and passionate about. Moreover, 

they shouldn’t do feel obliged to do something that 

other people have told them to do, because you 

should do something with passion or not at all. Lastly, 

for anyone to succeed, they have to believe in their 

dream with great passion so that in the end they 

make it a reality. 
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CAREER Spotlight 

Studying: Medicine 

 

Medicine is one of the most competitive courses in 

the UK. A UK medical degree is a university course 

lasting between 4 to 6 years that, on graduation, 

allows you to register with the GMC (General Medical 

Council) and practise in the UK as a medical doctor. 

Medical degrees vary enormously between medical 

schools, and the same medical school may offer 

several different types of medical degree. There are 

medical schools in England, Scotland, Wales and 

Northern Ireland. Most offer standard courses, some 

offer foundation courses and others graduate entry 

courses. Some medical schools have all three types of 

course, while others may have only one type. 

The same degree structure also stands true of 

studying Medicine in other European countries. There 

are top ranking universities offering medical degrees 

in Holland, Czech Republic, Hungary, Germany and 

Italy. 

What are the entry requirements? 

Every university varies in the qualifications they 

require. However, most UK universities require 3 A’ 

Levels (2 of which must be in the Sciences) and 1 AS at 

grade B minimum. It is however advised that you 

study 4 A’ Levels minimum. You are advised to 

research individual universities and their entry 

requirements for a more detailed description. Most 

UK universities will also require an admission test, 

these being either the BMAT or the UKCAT. 

In Europe, most universities will look at your school 

Apolytirion and require an entrance exam which is 

mostly subject specific. Some universities will also 

look at A Level qualifications. 

Nearly all medical universities, in the UK and Europe, 

will invite the prospective student for an interview. 

Applying to University 

All applications to medical schools in the UK are 

handled by UCAS and the application process begins 

in September. The application deadline is the 15th 

October each year for courses starting the following 

September. You can only apply to 4 medicine courses 

at the same time.  

Applications to European universities have their own 

application procedure and it is advised that students 

research the university well in order not to miss any 

deadlines. 

Work Experience 

Gaining work experience is an essential part of 

deciding to become a doctor. ‘Shadowing’ a doctor or 

volunteering at a hospital will not only give you insight 

into what the work actually involves but it will also 

look impressive on your application. Universities also 

tend to expect applicants to have work experience in 

a health care setting. Getting a place at medical school 

is no longer just about getting the right grades. It is 

essential that you prove that you are a well-rounded 

individual who wants to be a doctor for all the right 

reasons. You will have the opportunity to talk about 

your work experience if/when you are invited for an 

Interview. This will give you the chance to show your 

commitment to the profession.  
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October Events 

Tuesday 20th October 

-Interview Preparation meeting with Dr Emilios 

Solomou. This meeting was for students applying to 

universities that require interviews as part of their 

application process. The meeting highlighted key 

issues surrounding interviews and tips where given to 

students on how to be better prepared. The meeting 

was an initial get together as all students will be given 

mock interviews by the interview panel in the coming 

months. 

November- Upcoming Events  

Wednesday 11th November- 

A representative from Queen Mary University will 

speak to prospective students. 

A representative from The University of Nottingham 

will speak to prospective students 

Thursday 12th & Friday 13th November- 

32nd British Council Education UK Exhibition 

November 2015! Delegates from over 60 British 

Universities will come to Cyprus to provide first-hand 

information about all study levels - foundation, 

undergraduate, postgraduate, PhD and distance 

learning courses as well as about tuition fees, the EU 

loan, scholarships and other funding opportunities. An 

opportunity not to be missed by students, parents and 

educators! 

Wednesday 25th November- A representative of 

Education USA will be speaking to students about 

studying in the USA. Information regarding admission 

requirements, scholarships and fees, university 

choices and application procedures will be given to 

students.  

 

 

 

 

Quote of the month 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Careers Team  

 

Marianna Zittis-Charalambides (Head of Careers)  

Elena Andreou-Ioannou (Careers Counsellor)  

Mia Stavridou (Careers Assistant)  

Theophanis Kyriakou (Careers Assistant)               


