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GC Graduate Spotlight 

Interview of Eleni Philippou – Grad 2015  

University of Warwick Accounting and Finance 

Eleni won the Highest International Mark (joint) for 

International Advanced Level Accounting  

 

Did you always know you wanted to follow Accounting 

and Finance?  

I would not say that I always wanted to become an 

Accountant because at Primary School I always said ‘I 

want to become a psychiatrist’. But after a work 

experience I had at the Accounts Department of a 

small firm, I realised that this fits me better.  

Accounting is something more than a debit or a credit 

for me. It simply defines me as a person, as everything 

must be neat and balanced.  And I love that, because I 

want everything as perfect as they can be.  Many 

accountants are accused of being ‘boring people’. I 

would not disagree with that, because if you do not 

like it and you just follow this career path because it 

happened, you will definitely become a boring person. 

BUT if you do enjoy it, then it is more than fine. 

How did you feel when you found out you won the 

Highest International Mark (joint) for International 

Advanced Level Accounting? 

It’s kind of funny story how I found out that’s why I 

wasn’t sure what to feel. My mum called me, she was 

so confused and hyper, telling me that I won the 

Highest International mark in Accounting A’ Level. But 

the funniest thing it was that she wasn’t sure. She 

wasn’t sure if she understood correctly what Mrs. 

Andreou told her.  And I was like mum are you 

serious? Did I win it or not? So, I had to call the school 

to ensure that this was true. 

I cannot describe what I felt that moment. It was a 

just proof for the hard work I have done all these 

years. Ι was satisfied because I set it as one of my 

goals when I started Accounting.  And achieving one 

of your goals always makes you feel wonderful. 

Was the University of Warwick your preferred 

university? What’s your favourite thing about it? 

 

Warwick is ranked #1 for studying Accounting & 

Finance in UK. So, as soon as I received my offer, I 

simply couldn’t reject it. I had to make a hard decision 

because all my universities were highly ranked and 

well located, and Warwick was accused to be in the 

‘middle of nowhere’. But I don’t really mind now 

because it is exactly what I wanted. It is a Campus 

University with great facilities, thousands of 

opportunities and warming environment. I love the 

fact that I wake up and walk to my lectures. 

Everything is near, in walking distance and it’s safer 

compared to city universities. It has lovely nature 

paths and so many interesting societies that you can’t 

resist.  

 

How do you feel GCS has helped prepare you for 

university?  

 

GCS offers a great preparation in terms of studying 

and planning. The load of work you have in the school 

is not as much as university’s but it is a good practice. 

My A – Level subjects help me a lot as now, 3 of my 

modules are almost identical. And seven years at the 

same school are a lot. But through all these years, you 

grow up, you become more mature. You enter the 

school, a child and you leave the school, an adult. We 

grew up like a family and it’s a big difference 

compared to university now, where no one knows you 

and you don’t know anyone. 
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When was a moment you realized you had to be 

independent and take matters in your own hands as a 

university student living abroad?  

The first night I slept alone in my new bedroom. I 

couldn’t believe that this is my bedroom for the whole 

year. That night was the first night of my new life. And 

afterwards, the daily tasks were unfolded and I wasn’t 

sure if I am ready for this. Wake up, make your bed, 

make breakfast by yourself, cook for yourself, wash 

yourself, and clean yourself. It’s just you and your new 

life. Of course, I couldn’t do everything perfect. The 

incident that made me really miss my mum was, 

when, I tried to wash my clothes and the washing 

machine began before I put detergent and powder. 

My clothes were washed with just water. There I 

realised that, I need to take my whole life into my 

hands. 

 

What’s your advice for current GCS students? 

 

Enjoy every single moment you have in and out of the 

school. These are the finest memories you will have 

forever. Do not let anything destroy your best days of 

your life. Take every opportunity and get involved in 

as many events as you can. This is where our school is 

best at, at creating the greatest memories by giving so 

many opportunities. There is nothing like school. You 

may not understand it now, but you will definitely 

understand this, when you will be sitting on stage, at 

your graduation ceremony, in front of your parents. 

Thousands of memories will go through your mind 

and you will be wishing to go back in time. But then 

you will realize that you can’t do anything now. You 

are powerless. Everything will finish as soon as you go 

off stage. The lights will go off and then you are all 

alone, in front of your new beginning and your new 

life. An exciting beginning, which will also bring new 

memories, good and bad, but both beneficial. Last but 

not least, enjoy your time but do study. Study in order 

to go to where you want to and study what you really 

like. There is no worst thing than going to study 

somewhere you don’t like and especially, something 

you don’t like. Don’t be afraid, set high goals and if 

everything does not go as planned, always remember, 

everything happens for a reason! 

 

GC Teacher Spotlight 

Interview of Yiannos Ioannou, Accounting teacher 

 

What is your educational background?  

I graduated from the GCSC in June 1985.  I completed 
my BSc in Accounting at the Philips College and went 
on to earn my Master’s Degree in Business Finance at 
Brunel University. 

Were you always interested in studying accounting?  

Yes.  I was intrigued by its practicality. 

How do you find the teaching life?  

Very enjoyable and fulfilling.  I have been teaching for 
24 years and it has been highly rewarding as I have 
taught both young and mature students. 

What is your biggest challenge in your career so far?  

The biggest challenge is changing the perspective of 
students who do not “like” accounting into “loving” 
this subject. 

Any advice or words of wisdom that you would like to 
share  

A word of caution to all 7th formers: you need to 
comprehend that it is your final year, so study hard 
and do give your all. 
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GC Student Spotlight 

Interview of Andrea Skapouli- Form 6 

 

What subjects do you take? 

What are your chosen subjects at school? 

Economics, Modern History and Mathematics. 

Which one is your favourite, the one that draws you 

the most? 

History along with Economics are the subjects that 

interest me the most. In Modern History you learn 

about the events of great importance that affected 

the whole world throughout the years. You get a 

closer look at the causes that formed the world of 

today, and how the mistakes of the past had a great 

impact – and still have, nowadays. In the same way, 

economics are linked with today’s world. Everything 

that happens has to do with economics. Politics for 

instance, which is a headline constantly buzzing on 

the news, are a lot easier to perceive and to keep up 

with, knowing what we learn in the economics class.  

 

Are you a member of any club at our school? 

I am a member of the Current Affairs Club and the 

Economics Society but, I am interested in other 

external courses that the school gives me the 

opportunity to attend, as well. For instance, the Junior 

Achievement Camp, that took place in October, was a 

one of its kind project, which helps students learn, 

innovate and experience things outside the classroom. 

What’s your impression and thoughts on the seminar 

and the whole idea of the Junior Achievement project? 

As I have already mentioned, Junior Achievement is a 

one of a kind project. The fact that students are given 

the chance to get involved into the world of business 

and even try to build one of their own, is an 

experience where you explore how the «real» world 

truly works. Even if you are not dreaming of becoming 

an entrepreneur or something that has to do with 

business and economics, it is still interesting and 

beneficial for your future career. Throughout the 

course, your team spirit is built up as you are given 

the chance to co-operate with people you have never 

met before. It really is as educating and fun as it is 

meant to be. 

How do you feel this is going to help your studies at 

university? Will you follow something relating to 

business and economics? 

The day of the camp, I underwent experiences first-

hand, as I got involved in the making of our own 

business. Evaluating the pros and cons of a business 

idea, facing the struggles of it becoming possible to 

achieve, and executing the whole project in an 

adequate form, was really an exceptional experience 

that will undoubtedly benefit me in my future 

economic studies.   
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CAREER Spotlight 

Studying: Accounting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is an accountant? 

Accountants and auditors keep track of a company’s 

money. They play a strategic role by providing 

professional advice, aiming to maximise profitability 

on behalf of their client or employer. Accountants do 

auditing, tax and consulting work either for the 

companies for which they work or for the 

governments. Internal auditors make sure that a 

company’s accounting records are right, that no one is 

stealing from the company and that no one is wasting 

the company’s money. Government accountants 

make sure that government accounting records are 

right and they also check the records of people doing 

business with the government. Careers relating to an 

accounting and finance degree include banking, 

chartered and certified accounting. 

Studying Accountancy 

UK universities offer students a wide range of courses 

which have accountancy as a main subject such as 

Accounting & Finance, Accounting & Business and 

Accounting and Law.  

What qualifications do I need? 

Every university varies in the qualifications they 

require. Mathematics at least at GCE O level / GCSE 

level and some universities require it at A Level.   

 

 

Work Experience 

Gaining work experience is an essential part in the 

application process. ‘Shadowing’ an accountant can 

play a key role in helping you develop an 

understanding of the world of work. Universities tend 

to expect applicants to have work experience as 

getting a place at a university is no longer just about 

getting the right grades. It is essential that you prove 

that you are a well-rounded individual. Don’t forget 

that any experience is better than no experience, 

even if it isn't directly related to what you want to do 

as a career! 

What skills do I need? 

To succeed in your study in Accounting you need to 

have an interest in finance. You should have good 

analytical and problem-solving skills and enjoy 

working with people. People interested in accounting 

should be good at investigating, organising, 

cooperating, and numeracy.  

Chartered & Certified Accounting 

Many students choose go on to further study after 

their Accounting degree by taking on either a 

chartered or certified degree. Upon returning to 

Cyprus, you will join an accredited university offering 

the Chartered or Certified Accounting qualification. 

Moreover, in addition to passing the examinations 

you will need to have three years of relevant practical 

experience of working for an Accounting firm. Based 

on your Accounting university degree you will be 

entitled to exemptions from certain classes and 

examination. 
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Spotlight on Mock Interviews 

 

Students applying to competitive universities or for 

degrees such as Medicine and Law will most probably 

be invited for an interview. The G C School Careers 

department offers these students support and 

guidance in the preparation of such an event and will 

also arrange for Mock interviews to take place.  

During a mock interview students will experience a 

small taster of what is to come for their actual 

university interview. They will be faced with a panel of 

teachers/counsellors and will have to answer key 

questions most likely to be asked. Mock interviews 

are not meant to be scary or leave students feeling 

anxious but they are meant to challenge, engage and 

fully prepare our students for what is to come! 

Have a go at answering these more unusual interview 

questions! 

 If you could be a cookie, what cookie would 

you be? 

 If you could interview any person, dead or 

alive, who would that be and why? 

 If you could invite 3 people, dead or alive, to a 

dinner party who would you invite and why? 

 If you could make up a word, what would it 

be? 

 Describe a potato and then compare it with 

an onion 

 

 

 

November Events 

Representative from Queen Mary University of 
London 
 

On Wednesday 11th November a representative from 
Queen Mary’s University in London spoke to students 
about entry requirements, degree options and 
student life. There was time for questions at the end 
and students took full advantage of this! 
 

 
  
 

 
Representative from the University of Nottingham  
 
On Wednesday 11th November a representative from 
The University of Nottingham spoke to students about 
entry requirements, degree options and the campus 
at the university. There was time for questions at the 
end and students took full advantage of this! 
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Representative from the University of the Creative 

Arts, London 

One Wednesday 11th November a representative from 

the University of Creative Arts, London spoke with the 

6th & 7th Form Art students. The representative for 

UCA spoke about what the university has to offer, the 

useful facilities offered such as studio spaces, the 

campus life and highlighted the opportunities UCA 

students have whilst attending the school, one being 

traveling abroad as part of the course. He also talked 

more in-depth about courses for Fine Art, 

Architecture and Fashion as well as the Art 

Foundation course and its benefits. Moreover, he also 

informed students about what is needed in a portfolio 

and what an art university is looking for in portfolios. 

 

FORM 1 Study Skills Workshop 

On Monday 23rd- Friday 27th November the School 

Careers Counsellors visited Form 1 students and gave 

a workshop on Study Skills. Students were given 

advice on how to organise their studying including tips 

on study planning, prioritising and how to develop 

better study habits. Discussions including finding the 

best time and location to study, the most appropriate 

learning methods and what the Careers Department 

can help students with! 

Representative of Education USA 

On Wednesday 25th November a representative of 

Education USA spoke to students about studying in 

the USA. Information regarding admission 

requirements, scholarships and fees, university 

choices and application procedures was given to 

students.  

 

December Events 

Study in Canada Seminar 

On Tuesday 1st December, School counsellor, Ms 

Elena Andreou attended a seminar titled “Post- 

Secondary Study in Canada, - What Guidance 

Counsellors and Academic Advisors Should Know’ 

hosted by the Consulate of Canada in Nicosia. The 

seminar highlighted the excellent academic standard 

of universities in Canada which are recognised around 

the world. Canadian universities offer both 

Anglophone and Francophone degrees and with a 

total of over 500 universities and colleges, Canada 

boasts a very flexible study system. Interestingly, 

students can work during school time and after they 

finish their studies they are allowed to stay in Canada 

and continue working for up to 3 years while on their 

student permit (without having to apply for further 

work permit visas like in other countries).  

 

For more information regarding costs, applications, 

degree options and universities please contact Ms 

Elena Andreou. 
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Visit from CYPSA 

On Monday 7th December, Licensed Clinical 

Psychologist and president of the Cyprus professional 

and scientific Psychological Association (CYPSA), will 

be speaking to students and parents interested in 

studying Psychology. The lecture will take place at 

2:15pm at the school and will discuss the 

current legislation, recognition of degrees, and 

other professional information regarding the 

field of Psychology. Our guest speaker will also 

be answering any questions and providing 

students/parents with information for future 

careers.  

 

Visit to University of Nicosia Medical School 

On Tuesday 8th December, School Counsellor Ms 

Marianna Zittis with accompany potential Medical 

School Applicants of forms 5 – 7 to the University of 

Nicosia Medical School. Students will attend a tour 

and presentation regarding the Medical Degree.   

 

Quote of the month 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Careers Team  

 

Marianna Zittis-Charalambides (Head of Careers)  

Elena Andreou-Ioannou (Careers Counsellor)  

Mia Stavridou (Careers Assistant)  

Theophanis Kyriacou (Careers Assistant)       
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