
 The G C School of Careers                           January Issue 2016 Vol.3 Issue4.  

Careers SPOTLIGHT - Newsletter 

 
GC Graduate Spotlight 

Interview of Morfakis Efthymiou – Grad 2015  

 

What and where are you currently studying? 

I am currently studying Computer Science at the 

University of Nottingham. 

What made you choose this orientation? 

Computer Science is a subject of great interest to me. 

From an early age technology and programming 

intrigued me, especially the way computers think and 

communicate in their own language. I always enjoyed 

learning new things and experimenting which is also 

one of the reasons why I choose to take Computing at 

high school. As I grew older I realized that Technology 

plays a vital role in our everyday lives, and the 

existence of technology is one of the main reasons 

why the business sector has grown to such extent.  

How is university life and life abroad on your own? 

University is a one in a lifetime experience, which is 

guaranteed to give you a life lesson. You learn how to 

live as an independent adult, where you are having no 

choice but to be responsible for yourself. You meet 

new people, new cultures and are exposed to a whole 

different world from the world you know. In my 

opinion University life is an incredible experience, 

which will be filled with memories, new friendships 

and a push towards the real world. Do not be afraid to 

expose yourself, be eager to live, eager to learn.  

Where and what do you see yourself in the future? 

When I graduate from University I would like to have a 
job in a pleasant environment where I will have the 
opportunity to interact with great businessmen who I 
will learn from. I would also be grateful if I could have 
the opportunity to develop platforms or applications, 
which will hopefully make a change in the world of 
technology.  

Considering myself as a hardworking, self-motivated 

person, I would like to eventually be a successful 

Software Engineer in the future. 

A piece of advice that you would like to share: 

“Choose a job you love, and you will never have to 

work a day in your life”                -Confucius-.  

Is a quote, which has inspired me to be where I am 

now. The main key of success and happiness is to do 

what you truly love with passion and the rest will 

follow. 

GC Teacher Spotlight 

Interview of Stella Lambis, ICT teacher 

 

What is your educational background?  
 
After graduating from GC school in 2010, I studied 
computer science at Loughborough University and 
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then I returned back to Cyprus, following a Master’s 
degree in Educational Technology, from which I am 
actually graduating next month. 
 
How did you balance being both a student and a 
teacher? 
 
It was surely a very stressful situation, but with hard 
work and determination I refused to fail in either one 
of the two! Oh, and coffee!!! 
 
Were you always interested in studying Computer 
Science? 
 
I was, yes! With my dad being a computer consultant, 
I grew up surrounded by the latest technology. So you 
could say that I was always kind of a computer geek at 
heart! 
 
Do you regret not following a career solely in 
computer science? Perhaps, working as an IT 
consultant at a firm? 
 
I used to work as a business applications consultant at 
my dad’s firm while studying, but as soon as I was 
offered a job in the educational sector, I took it right 
away. I love my job, I love the challenge, I love being 
surrounded by so many people and dealing with so 
many different situations everyday! I regret nothing! 
 
Do you find that being a young teacher is a benefit or 
a disadvantage when it comes to dealing with 
students? 
 
I feel that this is a great benefit and it allows me to be 
closer to my students! I see it every day, both inside 
and outside the classroom! The fact that 6 years ago I 
was sitting in the exact same desks dealing with the 
same pressure and having similar experiences, gives 
me a great advantage in understanding my students 
and allowing them to express themselves more freely 
when they are around me!  
 
Any advice for current GCS students?  
 
Work hard, no achievement is served in a silver 
platter! Keep laughing, follow your dreams, be 
positive and enjoy every minute of high school! 
 

 

GC Student Spotlight 

Interview of Anastasios Heracleous - Form 7 

 

What subjects do you take? 

At the moment, I take the subjects of pure Math, 

Economics, ICT and English.  

Why did you choose these subjects?  

Firstly, I have chosen the subject of math because I 

believe that it’s a very interesting subject as it offers 

you a number of practical skills and intelligence. 

Economics also is an open subject where one can 

learn a lot about the world and how things actually 

work. In fact, it develops your critical thinking as you 

have to be judgmental and evaluate a lot of things. 

Last but not least, I have chosen ICT because is what I 

like the most and I believe that it will give me an 

insight into the career that I will choose in the future.  

Which one is your favourite subject, the one that 

draws you the most?  

As I have aforementioned, my favourite subject is ICT 

as I believe that through technology one can start 

from scratch and develop a number of things that will 

help the people and the society. 
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What extracurricular activities do you do?  

Well, I am interested in reading articles in the internet 

on how to develop applications on mobile phones 

while at the moment I am actually developing my first 

game application. 

What are you planning to study at university? 

I intend to study Computer Science. 

 

CAREER Spotlight 

Studying: Computer Science  

 

What is Computer Science? 

Computer Science is the study of the theoretical 

foundations of information and computation, and of 

practical techniques for their implementation and 

application in computer systems. Computer science is 

the scientific and practical approach to computation 

and its applications. Information and communication 

technologies (ICT) has an effect on all aspects of our 

lives. People using cars, mobile phones, washing 

machines and televisions may not be aware but they 

depend on advanced computing technologies. Almost 

all businesses and services make use of ICT to offer 

better services, improve efficiency and reduce costs. 

This is such a significant, growing and developing 

employment sector and careers can include: 

computer games developer, computer service 

technician, database administrator, IT research and 

developer, software engineer and programmers. 

Studying Computer Science 

Studying Computer Science at university is very unlike 

what you study at school. At the university level, the 

subject is intellectually challenging. Computer Science 

degrees include modules in practical programming, 

software engineering, artificial intelligence, computer 

graphics, history of computers, and computer 

organisation and architecture. Also you will be taught 

computer security and you will be exposed to 

practical work. Did you know that the capacity of 

computers roughly doubles every 18 months? 

What qualifications do I need? 

Students applying for computer degrees do not need 

a specific set of A Levels but most universities require 

the maths A Level.  You should choose subjects which 

you enjoy for your A-levels and try hard to achieve top 

grades. It is necessary you look into the individual 

universities course requirements as they vary.  

Work Experience 

Gaining work experience is an essential part of your 

application process. ‘Shadowing’ professionals at their 

place of work will not only give you insight into what 

the work actually involves but it will also look 

impressive on your personal statement. Any work 

experience is beneficial as it provides you with key 

skills such as team working and time management. 

What skills do I need? 

To study Computer Science, you must display good 

communication skills and the ability to work as part of 

a team but also independently. You should possess 

good time management skills and numeracy and 

problem solving abilities.  

 

 

 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Information
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Computation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Computer
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December Events 

University of Nicosia Medical School Visit 

On Tuesday 8th December 2015 Ms Marianna Zittis 

accompanied nine 5th Form students to the University 

of Nicosia Medical School. The students were given a 

40 minute presentation on the Medical School 

Degrees offered as well as a tour of the premises, 

where they were given the opportunity to study and 

hold dead body parts including the brain. 

 

 

 
  

 
 

 

Problem Based Learning Interview 
 
On Friday 11th December a group of medical 
applicants took part in a Problem Based Learning 
Interview. The students were given a scenario they 
had to work through together as a group and present 
their findings. The students and teachers involved 
found the experience very interesting and fun! 
 

 
 
 
 
Presentation by Taekwondo Athlete Christos 
Pilavakis 
 
On Friday 18th December Taekwondo athlete Christos 
Pilavakis spoke to the Sports Psychology Class of Form 
2. Mr Pilavakis spoke to the students about balancing 
sports with classwork, dealing with stress, ways to 
manage a busy schedule and improving sport 
performance. Relaxation tips and techniques were 
also given. 
 

 
 

http://www.google.com.cy/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjerLqi_LzJAhUB2RQKHSZ2CScQjRwIBw&url=http://www.unic.ac.cy/about-us&psig=AFQjCNFM_JwUYVW1W0yo7tG0J0qQwrAnbQ&ust=1449138629887990
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January Events 

UCAS Lecture  

On Thursday 21st January the Careers Counsellors 

gave a presentation to students on the UCAS 

procedure. Information was given on the Personal 

statement, UCAS application and a timeframe that 

should be adhered to. Information was also given on 

studying in the USA and other European countries. 

The same UCAS presentation was given to parents on 

Thursday 5th February 2015 at 7pm in the School 

cafeteria. 

 

Upcoming February Events 

On Tuesday 2nd February the Form 3 parents' career 

meeting will take place where parents and students 

will be informed of the various options available to 

Form 3 students regarding the selection of IGCSE 

subjects for Forms 4 and 5. A handbook giving 

information on each subject individually will be given 

to students. Assistance and advice from the School 

Careers Counsellors regarding these decisions is 

available to students. 

On Thursday 4th February the Form 5 parents’ career 
meeting will take place where parents and students 
will be informed of the various options available to 
Form 5 students regarding the selection of GCE 
subjects for Forms 6 and 7.  A handbook giving 
information on each subject individually will be given 

to students. Assistance and advice from the School 
Careers Counsellors regarding these decisions is 
available to students. 
 
On Thursday 11th February Representatives from UCL, 
LSE, King’s College and Imperial University will visit 
the school and speak to students about their 
universities and studying in London.  

 

 

On Monday 22nd February Mrs Nada Papaeftychiou, 
responsible for studies in France from the French 
Institute, will be speaking to students of Form 3 and 
Form 5 about studying in France.  

 

 

On Tuesday 23rd February an interview preparation 
meeting will take place for all prospective Oxbridge 
students and students that may need interviews 
based on their degree choice. 

 

On Thursday 25th February  a representative of the 
University of East Anglia is visiting the school to speak 
to students about the benefits of studying in the UK, 
as well as important things to consider when making 
their applications. 
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Careers Fair 2016 

 

The Careers Department is organising the first G C 

School of Careers CAREERS FAIR. The event has been 

organised to give students and parents the 

opportunity to talk to established firms in various 

industries about the employment opportunities within 

their field. Students will be able to appreciate what 

Cyprus’ most sought after employers are looking for in 

potential recruits and get information on the nature 

of various professions; the ultimate goal being a 

happier, and more productive workforce in the future. 

In addition, Cypriot Universities and representatives 

for studying in other European Countries will be 

present to offer valuable insight to the application 

process and opportunities for studying outside the 

UK. 

We hope you embrace our vision of creating more 

aspiring students who are aware of the employment 

opportunities during these difficult times and we look 

forward to welcoming you to our event. More 

information will be made available in the upcoming 

weeks. 

Quote of the month 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Careers Team  

 

Marianna Zittis-Charalambides (Head of Careers)  

Elena Andreou-Ioannou (Careers Counsellor)  

Mia Stavridou (Careers Assistant)  

Theophanis Kyriacou (Careers Assistant)       


