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GC Graduate Spotlight  

Interview of Maria Demou, Grad 2015 

 

 

What is your field of study?  

I am currently in the second year of my 

Medical studies, at the Masaryk University, 

in Brno, Czech Republic.    

How is life in the Czech Republic?   

Being away from your home and choosing to 

study one of the most challenging degrees, 

and in a country that is not preferred by 

many Cypriots, proved to be very difficult at 

the beginning. But the initial 'fear' of 

travelling abroad is soon washed away as the 

university and city is heavily populated with 

international students. Being now in my 

second year of studies I became familiar with 

the environment and the Czech culture, 

which involves studying hard all day so at 

night you could enjoy some beer with 

friends, something that Czech Republic is 

very famous for.  

 

Would you prefer to study in another 

country?   

No, Brno is like my second home. When I 

saw Brno and the university for the first 

time, I knew I wanted to study there. The 

university has an excellent reputation; 

everything is well planned with brand new 

facilities. The city is not too small and not 

too big, perfect in size, with the ideal 

environment for someone who wants to 

dedicate most of their time studying. Even 

though I study on an English-language 

medical programme, I have to complete eight 

semesters of Czech classes, which is 

necessary for the hospital training. Thus, 

studying in Czech Republic, gave me the 

opportunity to learn also a new language.  

How do you feel GCS has helped prepare 

you for university? 

I believe that studying at the GCS was a 

great “practice” for university. One of the 

main priorities of the GCS was to teach its 

students how to study effectively. Starting 

university, I was thankful for being taught at 

secondary school how to study properly, 

managing my time efficiently and walking 

into my exams with minimal signs of stress!   

What’s your advice for current GCS 

students? 

Study hard and be willing to sacrifice things 

will make you successful and always be 

happy with the life you are living!  
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GC Student Spotlight  

Interview of Annie Christoudia,  

Form 7  

 

What are your chosen subjects at school? 

 Biology and Chemistry. 

Which one is your favourite, the one that 

draws you the most? 

Chemistry is the subject that draws me the 

most as it explains why certain chemical 

reactions occur and how. Also the chemical 

experiments are very interesting.  

What do you want to study? 

I want to study Veterinary Science.  

Where do you want to study and why? 

I'd like to study in Czech Republic because 

I'd like to study elsewhere from the UK. Also 

it is one of the countries that offers the 

course of Veterinary Science in English 

which is a major advantage. 

 

GC Student Spotlight  

Interview of Karyofilia Englezou,  

Form 7  

What are your chosen subjects at school? 

My chosen subjects are Biology, Chemistry, 
Core Mathematics, Statistics and IELTS 

Which one is your favourite, the one that 

draws you the most? 

I find chemistry the most interesting subject 
because it explains all sorts of reactions 
happening around us. Also, being able to 
carry out experiments that come to justify 
what we learned is both fascinating and 
helpful to understand even better the 
subject. 

What do you want to study? 

I choose to study geology because there is 

something in the environment that 

fascinates me. I want to help for its 

preservation and try to minimise the damage 

on the earth caused by human actions. I 

also want to learn more about the natural 

disasters like earthquakes volcanoes and 

more. Lastly I want to make sure that the 

use of renewable resources will increase and 

I will be more than thankful to be a part of it. 

Where do you want to study and why? 

I’d love to study in the Netherlands because 

Netherlands is one of the most caring 

countries when it comes to the environment. 

A great part of the country also uses energy 

from renewable resources as well and that 

makes it even more desirable for me. Apart 

from that, it is a very beautiful destination 

which not only provides a high level of 

education, but it also provides cheap fees 

and most importantly cheap cost of living. 
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Spotlight on: Oxbridge Academic 

Programmes 

 

Oxbridge Academic Programs has been 

offering summer academic programs to high 

school students for over 30 years. The 

founding principles of these programs are 

imaginative teaching, experiential learning, 

and cultural enrichment, all charged with 

the excitement of living in some of the most 

fascinating cities in the world. The academic 

faculty is drawn from some of the world’s 

leading universities. A strong emphasis on 

experiential learning turns exceptional cities 

into living classrooms. 

You can enrol in an Oxbridge Academic 

Program in: 

 United Kingdom:  Cambridge, Oxford 

Scotland;  

 France: Paris and Montpellier;  

 Spain: Salamanca and Barcelona 

 USA: Boston, California and New York 

Students choose any two courses, one as a 

Major, and one as a Minor. Courses can 

include Physics and the future, Drama, 

Medical Ethics, Psychology and Literature, 

International Law and Filmmaking just to 

name a few! The carefully supervised and 

structured learning environment extends 

into the students' free time and activities 

programs include the educational alongside 

the cultural and social; day trips, field trips 

and guest speakers are planned to 

complement each other so that students can 

make the most out of their Oxbridge 

experience.  Students hold classes in some of 

the world’s greatest museums and galleries - 

MoMA, the Metropolitan Museum of Art, the 

Louvre, or the Ashmolean.  

How to apply 

Students must currently be in forms 4-6 to 

apply for a Tradition program, Oxbridge at 

UCLA, or an Oxford Seminar. Programs in 

France, Spain, St Andrews, Boston, and New 

York are open to students currently in 

grades 3-6. There is a rolling admissions 

policy which means that applications are 

accepted throughout the year until 

the programs are full. However, it is advised 

to apply as early as possible to guarantee 

your first choice major/minor courses. 

Fees: 

Scholarships: 

A small number of scholarships are 

available, based equally on financial need 

and the student’s ability to contribute to the 

program in the broadest sense. The standard 

online application should not be used if you 

are applying for a scholarship.  

For further information please visit the 

website: www.oxbridgeprograms.com or 

speak to a Guidance Counsellor for help with 

the application process. 

(Information taken from the 2017 prospectus 

and Oxbridge website) 

http://www.oxbridgeprograms.com/
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January Events 

Monday 16th January 

Professsor James Basker, Founder and 

President of Oxbridge Academic Programs 

gave a presentation to interested students 

and parents on the Oxbridge Academic 

programs. For over 30 years, Oxbridge 

Academic Programs have been welcoming 

intellectually adventurous high school 

students to Summer Study Programs 

in Europe and the United States. 

 

 
Monday 23rd January  
 
The Careers Department gave a presentation 

to form 6 and 7 students about the UCAS 
application procedure. The same 
presentation was given to parents on 
Thursday 26th January. 
 

 
 

Tuesday 31st January  
 
The careers department organised a 
workshop for interview preparation. 
Students who are interested in Oxbridge or 
Medicine or any other competitive course 
attended this meeting.  
 

Upcoming February Events 

Friday 3rd February 
 
World Class Study Meeting: 4 London 

leading universities will be giving a 

presentation to students of Form 6. 

Representatives from UCL, LSE, Imperial 

and King’s College will be visiting the school 

to provide information, advice and guidance 

to prospective students and applicants. 

Monday 13th February 
 
The Form 3 parents Options meeting will 

take place where parents and students will 

be informed of the various options available 

to Form 3 students regarding the selection of 

IGCSE subjects for Forms 4 and 5. A 

handbook giving information on each subject 

individually will be given to students. 

Assistance and advice from the School 

Careers Counsellors regarding these 

decisions is available to students. 

Tuesday 14th February 
 
The Form 5 parents Options meeting will 

take place where parents and students will 

be informed of the various options available 

to Form 5 students regarding the selection of 

GCE subjects for Forms 6 and 7.  A 

handbook giving information on each subject 

individually will be given to students. 

Assistance and advice from the School 

Careers Counsellors regarding these 

decisions is available to students. 
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Quote of the month 

 

 

      
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       The Careers Team  

 
Marianna Zittis-Charalambides (Head of 

Careers)  

Elena Andreou-Ioannou (Careers Counsellor)  

Andrea Skapoulli (Careers Assistant)  

Christina Kyriacou (Careers Assistant) 
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