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GC Graduate Spotlight  

Interview of Ioanna Hadjigeorgiou,  

Grad 2016 

 

What is your field of study?  

My field of study is Social Sciences. In Social 
Sciences, one undertakes courses that are 
related to Politics, Philosophy, International 
Relations and other similar subjects. As a 
first-year student, I take all the courses that 
underlie Social Sciences to be able to 
determine which one I like the most and 
which one will be my main focus; or 
otherwise my “Major”. 

Where are you studying?  

I am studying in a Liberal Arts College, 
namely ‘Amsterdam University College’ 
(AUC). AUC was founded in 2009 and is an 
initiative coined and fully accredited by the 
University of Amsterdam (UvA). This means 

that upon successful completion of my 
program, the Bachelor honours degree that I 
will receive will be from UvA. 

How is life in the Netherlands? What are 
the benefits of living there?  

Life in the Netherlands is all I have been 
looking for. I would characterize my 
experiences so far as ‘astounding’. Generally, 
Dutch universities, and especially the ones 
that are part of this new wave of ‘Liberal 
Arts’, give a central focus to 
intercultural/international courses and 
activities. They host open-minded students 
that are willing to receive a global 
perspective by actively being engaged with 
other individuals and communities. As a 
result, the greatest benefit the Netherlands 
may offer, in my opinion, is the interaction 
with people from over 60 countries. This has 
managed to alter my perspective towards my 
personal life but foremost, my view of the 
entire world in terms of ideas and values. 

What’s your advice for current GCS 
students? 

Since the GCS’ secondary educational 
system is based on the British one, most 
students tend to study in the U.K. Based on 
all my experiences at GCS, I assume that the 
main underlying reasons for this are: (1) the 
similarity between A-Level system and the 
English university system and (2) the social-
life, since there are a lot of Cypriots studying 
in the U.K.  

For the former, I would advise students to 
search for other universities around the 
world, as well. Each and every country 
differs in their university systems. It is 
extremely probable that students find 
courses that are a lot more suitable for their 
interests. For the latter, I would say that it is 
not as hard as it sounds to build real 
friendships with people deriving from a 
different background. There are a lot of 
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people who go to study abroad without any 
having any acquaintances close, and most of 
these people are found in the same position; 
looking for new people to meet and become 
friends with. 

EXPLORE! THERE ARE A LOT MORE 
PATHWAYS THAN YOU THINK  

 

GC Student Spotlight  

Interview of Michalis Athinodorou,  

Form 7  

What are your chosen subjects at school? 

My chosen subjects at school are 
Mathematics, Statistics, Mechanics and 
Accounting. 

Which one is your favourite, the one that 
draws you the most? 

From all the A-levels I have chosen 
Accounting seems to be the one which I find 
the most interesting and informative. 
Through the lessons I’ve learned the 
importance of finance and how an organised 
plan is required in both business and 
personal management of money. It is a 
subject where I can use the knowledge I gain 
and apply it in real life situations. 

What career are you planning to pursue? 

In the past few years I seem to be more 
interested in Sciences having an IGCSE in 
all 3 subjects: Biology, Chemistry and 
Physics. It was only in the last few months I 
fell in love with the world of finance and 
business. I began researching and learning a 
lot about marketing and business and I 
found I became extremely passionate about 
the subjects and they were related with my 
interests- thus leading me to the career of 
Business and Marketing/Finance. 

 

Where do you want to study and why? 

I spent the last year searching and 
wondering about where I want to study and I 
finally came to a conclusion that I want to 
study at the University of Rotterdam. The 
choice of Netherlands was never even close 
to what I was planning, although through 
some research I found out an environment 
that I thought would fit me great. Not only 
are the fees and a lot less than UK, but the 
place and community in itself seem 
extremely friendly and progressive. The 
campus provides everything a student could 
ask for and moreover the courses are also in 
English. This allows you to take the courses 
with no extra problem and in addition you 
can learn the local language outside the 
university! 

GC Teacher Spotlight  

Interview of Dr Stelios Tsangarides,  

Head of Physics  

What is your educational background?  
 
I went to The G C School of Careers for high 
school – you all know what that’s like, so I 
won’t dwell too much on it, nor will I say 
when I graduated! 
For my B.Sc., I studied Astrophysics at 
Michigan State University. I graduated in 
2001, with an Honors degree and a grade 
point average of 4.0/4.0. 
I continued my studies directly for a Ph.D. at 
the Open University in the UK, which I got in 
July 2005. 
  
Were you always interested in studying 
physics?  
 
I was always interested in Science – I just 
had that kind of square brain! – but I also 
liked imagining stuff. Actually, I can trace 
latter habit to when I was 6 years old. My 
family visited my aunt and uncle in Toronto 
(Canada) and on one particularly clear night 
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my uncle took us on a night walk. The sky 
was clear enough that he started pointing 
out and naming the constellations and 
various stars (this is a very knowledgeable 
uncle!) and it fascinated me. So, when I got 
into Physics in the 1st Form of GCS (yes, 
back then we were taught the different 
sciences from year 1), I was fascinated that 
for this particular science, imagining stuff 
did not necessarily preclude a structured, 
analytical way of thinking. The rest is 
history! 
  
How do you find the teaching life?  
 
Immensely rewarding. Sure, it is annoying – 
REALLY annoying – when I have to break 
from a really interesting problem or 
theoretical train of thought because someone 
is chattering, just to tell them to stop. 
However, when I see someone getting a 
particularly difficult aspect of an 
explanation, or when my students do well on 
a test, I’m thrilled! Most of all, the reward for 
teaching comes from the human interaction 
– it is particularly rewarding when a student 
honestly shows that he/she likes you or is 
grateful for some help you may have offered. 
  
What is your biggest challenge in your 
career so far?  
 
I guess that would be my Viva – the defence 
of my Ph.D. Thesis. It’s extremely stressful 
knowing that a project you have worked on 
for 3.5 years may or may not be appreciated 
– indeed it may result into nothing but 
wasted time! – and it all comes down to an 
interview of a few hours with people you 
have never met before in your life. I was a 
nervous wreck before my Viva began! 
However, it was also an amazing experience, 
talking to these people like peers, discussing 
your results (my OWN results) with them 
and giving and receiving new ideas. I loved it! 
  

Any advice or words of wisdom that you 
would like to share with students 
 
As any of the students I teach, or have 
taught, will tell you, I hate platitudes. One 
piece of advice I have for you guys comes 
from my own experiences: never be afraid to 
make a mistake, but always learn from your 
mistakes. People who claim they don’t make 
mistakes, either have never done any work 
in their lives or are blatantly lying (example: 
all Cypriot politicians!). 
 
Spotlight on: Upcoming CAREERS 
FAIR 2017 

 

The G C School of Careers is organising its 
2nd Annual Careers Fair on Friday 
3rd  March 2017, between 13:00 – 18:00. 

The Fair has been organised to give well-
known and established Cypriot firms and 
persons the opportunity to participate with 
their own booth, and talk to students and 
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parents about the employment opportunities 
within their company. It will be a good way 
for students to appreciate what Cyprus’ most 
sought after employers are looking for in 
potential recruits and get information on the 
nature of various professions. Universities 
and representatives from other countries will 
also be at the fair! This year’s fair will also 
include a number of well-known universities 
from abroad who will offer advice and 
guidance to students interested to study 
abroad. USA scholarships will also be given 
at the event. 

 

February Events 

 
Friday 3rd February 
 
World Class Study Meeting: 4 London 
leading universities gave a presentation to 
students of Form 6. Representatives from 
UCL, LSE, Imperial and King’s College will be 
visiting the school to provide information, 
advice and guidance to prospective students 
and applicants. 

 
 
Monday 13th February 
 
The Form 3 parents Options meeting took 
place where parents and students will be 
informed of the various options available to 
Form 3 students regarding the selection of 
IGCSE subjects for Forms 4 and 5. A 
handbook giving information on each subject 
individually will be given to students. 
Assistance and advice from the School 
Careers Counsellors regarding these 
decisions is available to students. 

 
 
 
 
 

Tuesday 14th February 
 
The Form 5 parents Options meeting took 
place where parents and students will be 
informed of the various options available to 
Form 5 students regarding the selection of 
GCE subjects for Forms 6 and 7.  A 
handbook giving information on each subject 
individually will be given to students. 
Assistance and advice from the School 
Careers Counsellors regarding these 
decisions is available to students. 
 
 
Monday 20th February 
 

 

A lecture from the Association of Accounting 
Technician (AAT) took place where students 
were informed about the range of 
internationally recognised accounting and 
business courses. Such courses can give 
students a qualification that links into 
University (offering UCAS points, 
partnerships and exemptions with 
Universities) and a route into further 
professional study with a number of 
international chartered accountancy bodies 
giving exemptions for AAT completers.   

   

 

 

 

 



 The G C School of Careers                                     February 2017 Vol.4 Issue 5 

Careers sPOTLIGHT - NewsLeTTer 

 
 

Wednesday 22nd February 

 

 

A presentation from AXIA Investment Bank 
was given to students whereby students 
were introduced to the investment bank and 
the career opportunities in addition to 
discussing the Cypriot economy.  

 

Upcoming March Events 

Tuesday 14th March 
 
Mrs Nada Papaeftychiou from the French 
Institute Cyprus will speak to students 
taking French about studying in France. 

Wednesday 22nd March 
 
The Careers department will give a 
presentation to Form 5 students about 
communication and interview skills. 

Wednesday 29th March 
 
The Careers department will give a 
presentation to Form 3 students about the 
different options they have relating to where 
and what to study. Information on the 
benefits of extra-curricular activities and the 
university application will also be given. 

 

 

 

Quote of the month 

 

 

      
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
       The Careers Team  

 
Marianna Zittis-Charalambides (Head of 

Careers)  

Elena Andreou-Ioannou (Careers Counsellor)  

Andrea Skapoulli (Careers Assistant)  

Christina Kyriacou (Careers Assistant) 
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DR MARILENA SKYLLOURIOTOU
Dental Surgeon – Specialist Orthodontist

THE G C SCHOOL OF CAREERS1
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17

UNIVERSITY
OF CYPRUS
UNIVERSITY
OF NICOSIA
UNIVERSITY
OF NICOSIA
MEDICAL SCHOOL

EUROPEAN
UNIVERSITY

FREDERICK
UNIVERSITY

TEPAK CYPRUS UNIVERSITY
OF TECHNOLOGY

UCLAN CYPRUS

18

STUDY IN GERMANY

STUDY IN ITALY

STUDY IN HUNGARY MOUSSOULOS Co
Studies in Hungary & Lithuania

STUDY IN CZECH

STUDY IN FRANCE

SWISS EDUCATION
GROUP

20

21

22

KPMG23

PRICEWATERHOUSECOOPERS24

DELOITTE

25

GRANT THORNTON

26

INTER TAX AUDIT

27

CHRISTODOULOS G. VASSILIADES
Advocates - Legal Consultants

28

L PAPAPHILIPPOU
Advocates & Legal Consultants

29

ANTONIS PASCHALIDES
Advocates & Legal Consultants

30

GEORGE Z. GEORGIOU
& ASSOCIATES LLC
Lawyers, Arbitrators and Legal Consultants

31

DMS CYPRUS
Department of Merchant Shipping

32

33

CYPRUS TOURISM
ORGANISATION (KOT)

CYBARCO

KARYATIDES
DEVELOPMENTS Ltd

L. AGAPIOU & ASSOCIATES
Architects - Engineers

39

CYPRUS ARCHITECTS
ASSOCIATION

40

41

42

43

EVRESIS
Diagnostic Center

44

Dr Andreas Zachariades
MD, PhD, EDRM, ESRS, FAASM
Pulmonologist, Somologist-Expert in Sleep Medicine
Senior Lecturer (Pulmonology) at European Univ. Cyprus

45

CYPRUS MEDICAL ASSOCIATION

46

ANIMALCARE
VETERINARY CENTER
Complete veterinary care

47

VETERINARY CLINIC DR.A. ARTEMIOU

48

CY-MEDNET
Your very own healthcare family

55

56

TIMINIS
Fashion and Luxury Goods

SOCRATOUS
CLOTHING

57

ΛΕΞΗ
ΘΕΑΤΡΙΚΟ ΕΡΓΑΣΤΗΡΙ
ΧΡΙΣΤΙΝΑ ΠΑΥΛΙΔΟΥ

58

MESIMVRIA
ENTERPRISES

59

ANT1

60

UNIVERSITY OF NICOSIA
CYPRUS MARITIME ACADEMY

IKAROS
Become an Aircraft Engineer

61

UNIVERSITIES FROM
USA AND EUROPE

ΑΣΤΥΝΟΜΙΑ ΚΥΠΡΟΥ &
ΑΣΤΥΝΟΜΙΚΗ ΑΚΑΔΗΜΙΑ

CYPRUS PSYCHOLOGY
ASSOCIATION

CYPRUS DIETETIC
AND NUTRITION ASSOCIATION

NEW LIFE
Health Centre

UNITED NATIONS YOUTH AND
STUDENT ASSOCIATION CYPRUS

EUROPEAN YOUTH
PARLIAMENT
CYPRUS

OXBRIDGE ACADEMIC

62

63

EDUCATION USA

64

STUDY IN CANADA

19
CSC
Cyprus Shipping Chamber

FIVOS STAVRIDES
Interior Designers and Architects

34

35 CYPRUS ASSOCIATION
OF CIVIL ENGINEERS

36 ΑΡΧΗ ΗΛΕΚΤΡΙΣΜΟΥ
ΚΥΠΡΟΥ

37

38
VOUROS CHEMICAL DIVISION
Supplier of Reagents,
Chemical raw materials

49

50

AFXANTS
Online Professional
Trading Training Series

51

AXIA
Regional Investment Bank

52

ECOMMPAY
Online Payment Provider

53

PULSE
Market Research

54

MICROSOFT

65

UNIVERSITY OF
SOUTH FLORIDA

66

OSWEGO STATE UNIVERSITY
OF NEW YORK

67

STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW
YORK AT OLD WESTBURY

68-73

OREGON STATE UNIVERSITY

ETEK
Technical Chamber of Cyprus


