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GC Graduate Spotlight 

Interview of Sofia Avraam 

 

 

Form 7- Holding the University of Bath as 

her Firm Choice to Study Economics 

 

1)Talk us through your educational 
journey so far. 
 
I have been a student at the G C School of 
Careers for 7 years. My A level subjects are 
Economics, Physics, Maths and Further 
maths. I always had a special interest in 
Economics and for this reason I decided to 
further enhance my knowledge in the subject 
at university .My educational journey was 
one of a kind; meaning that I couldn't have 
enjoyed it more. Despite the ups and downs I 
always managed to keep a balance between 
my social life and my school commitments. 
My teachers where always there for me, and 
they still have my back. The whole journey 
was challenging but in a positive way. 
 
 

 
 
2)  What was the most beneficial to you? 
 
The most beneficial thing for me was the 
support that I received from my teachers. 
Each and every one of them boosted my 
confidence and encouraged me to constantly 
improve myself so that I can reach my 
potentials and also develop as character. 
 
3)  What are your future plans? 
 
In September I will be moving to the UK so 
that I can begin my studies. As soon as I 
finish my degree in economics I am planning 
to continue with Chartered Accountancy. 
 
 
4)  Advice to younger students? 
 
If I could go back in time and change 

something in the way that I was studying I 

would just organize myself better. I believe 

that organization is the key to success and it 

makes every student's life so much easier by 

relieving them from all that stress that they 

have to go through when studying at the last 

minute. 
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GC Teacher Spotlight 

Interview of Olympia Dikomidou 

 

 

Biology Teacher 

1)What is your educational background? 
 
After I completed my secondary education at 
G.C. School of Careers, I continued my 
studies at the University of Bristol from 
where I graduated with a BSc in Cancer 
Biology. Following the completion of my BSc 
I joined the laboratory of Sir Walter Bodmer, 
at the University of Oxford where I pursed 
and completed my PhD in Genetics and 
Epigenetics through a sponsorship by the 
Cancer Research UK foundation.  
 
 
 

2) Do you enjoy teaching? Have you 
always wanted to teach? 
 
Actually teaching was the last thing I ever 
thought I would be doing. After I was 
awarded my PhD from Oxford, the plan was 
to take a break from active research and 
return to Cyprus due to caring 
responsibilities in my family. I applied to G C 
School thinking that this would be for a year 
or two, but now It almost been a decade!! 
Now I do believe that this was the right call, I 
enjoy teaching and the different challenges 
that arise each year with each different 
class! 
 
3) What has been your greatest challenge? 
 
Managing the various types of challenging 
behaviours that students exhibit in class 
 
4) Words of wisdom for GCS students? 

 
Do not worry about the future, I am 34, 
worked at 7 different jobs and I still do not 
know what I want to do when I grow up. Just 
study and do well so that when you figure it 
out you would have the qualifications/ 
background to succeed. 
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GC Student Spotlight 

Interview of Elizabeth Pasatembou 

 

 

Grad 2016 

Currently Studying Physics at UCL 

1)You are currently studying at one of the 

best Academic Institutions in the World? 

Could you talk us through the exciting 

journey which took you there?  

The journey was indeed exciting. It started 

many years back, almost as soon as my GC 

School journey started. I always had big 

dreams, aspirations and goals and one of 

them was to go to a good university. I worked 

hard throughout high school and I always 

aimed higher and never gave up. The time 

came for me to choose my IGCSE subjects. I 

took a broad range of subjects including 

sciences, history and English literature as I 

did not want to limit my future choices. 

That's when I decided that physics was the 

subject that I wanted to study at university. 

Having made my mind up by the end of year 

four on what I wanted to study it was easier 

for me to work towards achieving my goal, go 

to a good university and study what I liked. 

From then onwards I tried to experience as 

many things as I could that were related to 

physics including work experience as well as 

the London International Youth Science 

Forum. Having achieved good grades at AS 

Levels and with seventh grade being around 

the corner I had to decide which five 

universities I would like to apply to. After a 

bit of research and a lot of encouragement 

from the School's Career Counsellor I 

decided to apply to UCL and here I am today 

writing about my experience in the heart of 

London.  

2) How did your high school journey 

benefit you when applying to UCL?  

There are so many things I could talk about 

when it comes to this question. First of all 

the teachers, I had so much support 

throughout the years and the teachers were 

always encouraging and inspiring. I did not 

only benefit academically but I also 

developed my character as I was given the 

opportunity to get involved in many activities 

that would later prove to be essential when 

writing my personal statement as I was able 

to prove that I had a well-rounded education. 

The careers counsellors helped me a lot 

when it was time to make the application 

and write my personal statement a vital part 

of the application process. 

3) Anything you would have done 

differently if you could turn back time?  

Studying at one of the world's best 

educational institutions is not an easy task. 

It was a major transition both academically 

and in terms of living. What I would do is 

that I would research a bit more the course 

material before coming as to be more 
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prepared of the level of difficulty I was about 

to face. Talking to second year students on 

my course would also be useful.  

4) Any tips to current GCS Students who 

are aspiring to apply to the UCL?  

Discover what you really like to do, set goals, 

work hard to achieve them and go for it. I 

was lucky enough to know from an early 

stage what I wanted to study so I could 

concentrate on that as well as doing other 

activities that would build my character. I 

believe that the key to a successful 

application is to show how passionate you 

are about your subject, that's what you're 

going to talk about in about 70% of your 

personal statement. Get involved in activities 

related to your field of study as that is how 

you will prove that you truly like what you 

are going to be studying for the next 3 years 

or so. Almost everyone that applies has the 

grades required and the way to stand out is 

through your unique experiences and 

enthusiasm. Also, get involved in extra-

curricular activities that will give you skills 

which cannot be gained in the classroom. 

Being a well-rounded individual is also vital 

when applying to universities like UCL. 

April/ May Events 

Medicine Workshop 

 

On Monday 3 April students who are 

interested to pursue a Career in Medicine 

were invited to a workshop to discuss what 

in which they can prepare for the Medical 

School Application. Some of the topics 

discussed were: 

- Subject Choices 

- Admissions Tests 

- Work Experience 

- Ways to show Commitment 

- Ways to show Academic Ability 

- Interviews 

 

UCAS Workshop 

 

On Tuesday 4 April, students of Form 7 

attended a workshop which covered topics 

such as: 

- Extra 

- Replying to Offers – FIRM / 

INSURANCE 

- RESULTS DAY 

- ADJUSTMENT 

- CLEARING 
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Adjustment to University Life: Workshop 

 

 

On Wednesday 3 May student who are due 

to begin their studies in September 2017 

attended a workshop which cover the 

following: 

- Things to think about before you go, 

including Accommodation, Student 

Loan, Medical Issues and documents 

- Things to think about when you 

arrive, including phone contracts, 

bank accounts, university societies 

Quote of the Month 
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Marianna Zittis-Charalambides (Head of Careers)  
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Andrea Skapouli (Careers Assistant) 
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Dearest Grads of 2017, all the best on your new journey; 
may it be a successful one, full of lessons and mistakes, 
challenges and successes, friendships and knowledge. 

Graduation Day is not the End of a Tough Journey, it’s the 
Beginning of a Beautiful one!

 

 

 

 

 

 


