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G C Student Spotlight 
 
Giorgos Ellinas – Form 7 

 

What subjects are you taking in 

school? 
I am studying Modern History, Ancient 

History and Psychology. 
 
Why did you want to be elected as 

school president? 
Being elected as school president is one 
of the greatest things someone my age 

can achieve. As a teenager who has the 
vision to grow up to be a leader and 

change the not so pleasant things in 
society, being the school president 
marked the beginning. Furthermore, I 

wanted also to represent my schoolmates 
and be a voice for them. 

 
What are you going to study at 
university? 

When I attend university, I want to study 
law, but my ultimate goal is to be happy 
and fight for society as well as the world 

we live in.  
 

 
 
 

What has been your greatest 
accomplishment so far? 
My greatest accomplishment so far has 

been the organisation of the BBQ event 
which had a cause of raising money for 
charity. Along with my fellow 7th form 

classmates, we managed to work 
together as a team and bring to life a 

night that we will never forget. 
 
What is your best memory from the 

GC school that you will hold onto 
after you graduate? 

Since my first day at this school, every 
single day has marked a different 
memory. Each day, different things 

occur which in the long-run have taught 
me life lessons that I will carry for the 
rest of my life. The funniest memories for 

me are from my lower school years when 
we were younger and careless. However I 

will never forget every break time when 
my friends and I try to do things in order 
to make the day run smoother. 

 
If you could change one thing from 

your high school years what would it 
be? 
 

Up until now I have no regrets, I am who 
I am and each day I try to be a better 
person. However if I was able to change 

something it would probably be to study 
a bit more.  
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G C Teacher Spotlight 
Ms. Frangesca Pieri – English Teacher 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Being a teacher is generally a 
challenging profession; however there 
are moments that have been said to 

make it worth the hassle. Which was 
that moment for you? 
There have been so many “moments” for 

me in the past 13 years that it would be 
hard to single out just one.  I can 

truthfully say that I have one of those 
moments every day.  No matter how 
difficult and demanding some days are, 

there are so many young people that us 
teachers are interacting with on a daily 

basis that there’s bound to be at least 
one positive instant in that day that will 
just throw everything back into 

perspective for me and remind me of why 
I am still in this line of work.  That 
“moment’ could be anything from a 

cheerful “Hi Miss” in the corridor from a 
student that I may have not taught for 

three or four years, but still smiles when 
they see me, to the deeper 
communication where a student may 

confide and display their trust in me, or 
joining hands to take a bow at the end of 

a performance after working with a team 
of students for months on end preparing 
for one of our School’s plays.  

 
Since the beginning you have been in 
charge of the school’s English Play 

Act Club. What was the inspiration to 
start this club and which has been 

the most memorable moment of it 
through the years? 
The Play-Act Club was set up in 2006 

during my second year at the School.  
I’ve never taken on a production on my 

own, but have always had a splendid 
team of colleagues taking on as much 
responsibility as I myself have done.  

Theatre is my form of escape and my 
involvement in drama started from a 
young age at school.  Some years after 

graduating, it became apparent to me 
that taking part in my school’s plays 

were my warmest recollections of my 
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years as a student. The friendships I 
would form with my teachers and bonds 
with schoolmates I had never spoken to 

before, the sense of accomplishment 
after hearing the applause on stage after 
a show and of course, all the laughter 

and silliness involved was something 
that I wanted our students here to 

experience by the same token.    It gave 
me the opportunity to still be involved in 
one of the activities I love the most.   

Though not as an actress and student 
now, I too continue to share their 

experiences of bonding, accomplishment 
and being part of the silliness and 
laughter.   

 
What was the decisive factor for your 
choice to study English? 

I knew I wanted to study English 
Literature after I began my O’ Level in 

the subject and began to grasp the 
importance of it in my life.  By acquiring 
the skill of critical analysis through 

scrutinizing texts and debating, I was 
never able to read a book thenceforth in 

the same way again.  It not only changed 
my perception of reading, but gave me 
another take on life as I would begin to 

see things from a more creative and 
inquisitive angle.  I felt comfortable in 
the way in which studying literature 

encouraged my mind to enter other 
spheres of experience and time periods 

and I learned to embrace the beauty of 
its complexity.  Through my books, I’ve 
never felt lonely and I share the exact 

same sentiments as F. Scott Fitzgerald 
when he stated that “That is part of the 

beauty of all literature. You discover that 
your longings are universal longings, 
that you're not lonely and isolated from 

anyone. You belong.” For me, literature 
is indeed art through words and I feel 
privileged that I’ve been able to form a 

career out of it.  
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CAREERS SPOTLIGHT 
Engineering 
 

What is Engineering? 
Engineering is the application of 
scientific knowledge to solving problems 

in the real world. This field of study 
enables us to gain an understanding of 

the world through problem-solving 
designing and building things. Engineers 
use math, science and critical thinking 

to develop new products, technologies 
and ways to make everyday life more 

efficient. The common fields of 
Engineering include: Mechanical, 
Chemical, Civil and Electrical. Other 

branches include Environmental, 
Biomedical, Aeronautical and Software 
Engineering.  

 
Studying Engineering 

Depending on the entry route you follow, 
upon completion of your degree you will 
receive either a BEng which is a three 

year course or a MEng which is a four 
year course. General engineering is a 

creative as well as an analytical subject, 
Engineering courses of all kinds tend to 
place the emphasis on mathematical and 

scientific knowledge, on putting that 
knowledge into practice through design 
projects, on links with industry and often 

on building background skills that will 
be useful in the workplace, such as 

teamwork and management capability. 
 
Most degrees with "engineering" in the 

title are specific to a particular branch of 
the subject, with the student choosing 

the field in which they want to specialise 
from the start. For example, courses in 
chemical engineering; civil engineering; 

electronic and electrical engineering; 
materials science and materials 
engineering; and mechanical and 

production engineering lead to separate 
degrees.   

Some universities, however, offer 
"engineering" or "general engineering" 
courses which allow students to keep 

their options open for a year or two.  
 
What qualifications do I need? 

It is necessary for a degree in 
Engineering for students to choose 

Mathematics A-level. For specific fields of 
Engineering such as Chemical 
Engineering, then Chemistry will be 

required. Physics is also deemed 
necessary by some universities. For the 

Software Engineering branch then the 
selection of ICT at A-level will be 
necessary. Other useful A-levels will also 

include Further Mathematics as well as 
another science subject.   
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What type of skills is needed to study 
Engineering at University? 
Engineering is one of the most diverse 

and demanding professions that 
produces our future. An engineer must 
be a good team player, as projects 

require strong teamwork skills. This also 
implies excellent communication skills 

and leadership as well, in order to 
effectively use your team’s strengths to 
make vital decisions. In addition, an 

engineer should not only have an 
advanced STEM knowledge, but also a 

pure desire to learn as technology is a 
vast changing field and adaptability is 
necessary. An analytical mind is required 

but also attention to detail, as an 
engineer should consider each and every 
variable as its quality of work will have 

an impact on humanity. 
 

What work experience would be 
useful for a student interested in 
Engineering? 

Useful areas of experience would be at 
an engineering firm or at a research 

centre. This of course is an advantage 
but in reality any job that shows that the 
person has responsibility and is 

trustworthy is necessary. This could be 
from a supermarket job to volunteering 
work.  Work experience will provide you 

with a valuable opportunity to build your 
CV and provide innovative responses 

when called in for any potential 
interviews.  
 

. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

G C Student Spotlight 
Nikoletta Makriyianni – Form 6 
 

What subjects are you taking in 
school? 
During school hours the subjects I’m 

taking are Biology, Chemistry, Maths 
and Ancient History. Even though I find 

them all very interesting and enjoyable, 
my favourite one is Mathematics. I like 
the fact that you can use logic to 

challenge yourself, plus it is something 
used in our everyday lives in simple 
things like counting money to buy 

something 
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What are you thinking of studying at 
university? 
I’m thinking of studying Medicine and 

becoming a doctor. 
 
What work experience have you 

carried out? 
I have spent a lot of hours at a 

paediatrician’s office watching him 
diagnosing diseases to children and I 
have successfully managed to observe a 

knee surgery. I also volunteered at the 
Red Cross and I’m currently taking First 

Aid lessons. 
 
What has been your greatest 

achievement so far? 
I believe my greatest achievement is that 
I managed to complete the Silver 

Qualification Journey of the Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Award, which I found very 

challenging as it required a lot of 
physical and mental strength. 
 

November & December Events 
 

7 November: Mr. Kaimakliotis of 
Kaimakliotis LLC came and spoke to 
students of the upper form about the 

study of Law in the UK. He provided 
valuable information about the field of 
Law in Cyprus and the UK.  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

22 November: A study skills workshop 
for students of Form 3 took place 
regarding what to study and where in 

order to better prepare them for their 
selection of IGCSE’s.  

 

27 November: A representative from 
SUNY at Albany met with Ms. 

Kaimakliotis where the university 
programmes were discussed, entry 
requirements and what scholarships are 

available to students.  
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28 November: Ms. Vassiliou of Blend 
Digital Agency came to our school and 
presented a talk on the world of Digital 

Marketing in Cyprus along with the 
activities that her firm participates in.  
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
29 November: A Multi-Mini-Interview 

Panel was conducted for students of the 
6th and 7th Form applying for Medicine, 
Dentistry and Vet Science.  
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7 December: A presentation given by a 
Professor from university Tor Vergatta 
Rome in Italy had come to our school 

and spoke to students about the 
Italian education system, entry 
requirements, university programmes 

available and life as a student in Italy.  
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Upcoming December Events: 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

12 December: IACO Environmental 
Engineers will host a presentation at our 

school discussing the field of Engineering 
as a degree and as an area of work both 
in Cyprus and abroad. 

 
18 December: Professor Katerina 
Georgiou from Alexander College will 

conduct a workshop regarding the study 
of Law in the UK. 
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QUOTE OF THE MONTH… 

 

 

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW 

YEAR FROM THE CAREERS TEAM!!!!!! 

Marianna Zittis-Charalambides (Head of Careers) 

 

Angela Kaimakliotis (Careers Counsellor) 

 

Tina Zivjonovic (Careers Assistant) 

 

Giannis Konstantinou (Careers Assistant) 

 

Ioannis Panayi (Careers Assistant) 

 

Sophia Alexia Ioannou (Careers Assistant) 

 

 

 

 

 

 


