
The GCS info
The G C School of Careers Newspaper - Issue: December, 2013

Sports Day p.15

Volunteers of Love... 
Whatever little we can give could mean a lot to people going through hard times. p.6

Funny Man! p.5

Old… but kicking! p.12-13

Fight Child Abuse! One in Five… Until One Becomes None! p.3

Is political violence on the rise? p.8-9

Art trip to Barcelona p.7

p.4



02

EDITORIAL

Editorial Committee Teachers:
Maria Chrysanthou
Alma Pietroni
Maria Demetriou
Andreas Zittis

Reporters: 
Aris Hadjiloizou   Form 3
Nicolas Yerolemou  Form 3
Froso Savvidou   Form 3
Marios Koliandris  Form 3
Elli Hadjimarkou   Form 4
Panayiotis Leonidou   Form 4
Leto Patsalidou   Form 4
Christiana Argyrou  Form 4
Christina Boyadjis   Form 4
Christoforos Triantafyllou Form 4
Anna-Maria Pouna  Form 5
Elisavet Pasatempou  Form 5
Yianna Gavriel    Form 5
Ektoras Koushiappas  Form 5
Elena Philippou   Form 6
Magdalena Hadjidemetriou  Form 6
Zoe Makridou    Form 6
Katerina Athienitis  Form 6
Panayiota Chrysostomou Form 6
Marilena Sakka   Form 6
Irini Efthymiou   Form 6
Maria Karolidou   Form 6
Fotini Yiangou   Form 7
Gregoris Neofytou   Form 7
Rebecca Kammitsi   Form 7
Savvina Hadjilouca   Form 7 
Styliana Kyriakou   Form 7
Charis Hadjitheodosiou  Form 7

Photographers:
The GCS Photographic Society

PHOTO OF THE TERM
Countdown to Christmas!
It was one more busy term for the GCS-info 
reporters! 

Many new, but most enthusiastic reporters joined 
us while some of our old reporters (graduates 
now studying abroad) have expressed the 
desire to continue contributing to the school 
newspaper. That is why we inaugurate a new 
column Letters from GCS-info Correspondents!

Many important social issues have concerned 
us this term:

The question of the rise of extremism and the 
revival, unfortunately, of dangerous fascist-racist 
tendencies, mostly as a result of the economic 
crisis experienced throughout Europe;

The need for greater volunteerism, becoming 
all the more essential because of the harsh 
economic conditions;

The issue of Child Abuse highlighted by the 
One in Five campaign launched by the Council 
of Europe;

We have to look on the bright side of life, 
however! So do read the interview of a new 
comedian, our very own Jimmys Yiorkadjis, 
who has moved from school plays and Starry 
Night to our TV screens!

This issue was prepared with much enthusiasm 
and we hope you get to enjoy it as much as we 
enjoyed putting it together!

Have a great Christmas Holiday and may the 
New Year be a better one for everyone!

Maria Chrysanthou 

Letters from GCS-info Correspondents
It is really hard for some of the old GCS-info reporters to stop writing for the School 
newspaper. Nicolas Zoukas, one of our most keen reporters two years ago, has 
now he has turned himself into our correspondent in Oxford! 

In the City of Dreaming Spires
By Nicolas Zoukas

Few feelings are as powerful as the feeling of being free to explore every aspect of life. 
And that is what university life is about. 

Academically, the constraints are few, and knowledge is everywhere – and the best part is that 
nobody is forcing you to do it. You chose what to study, and you choose what to specialise in. You get all the perks 
of being a student, and none of the teacher nagging – everyone treats you as an adult. 

Socially, you immerse yourself in an environment of people with backgrounds as diverse as the colours of nature. 
You learn to be tolerant, and accept new ideas, discuss them, challenge them, and embrace them. You are at the 
forefront of revolutionary and new thought, because all new movements are birthed at university. 

You have the opportunity to join societies for practically everything – journalism, drama, sport, debating unions, 
aviation, atheist, Buddhist, Islamic, Christian, LGBTQQ, various political parties. The purpose is not to just spice 
up your CV, but become a whole person. 

Your best nights out will be at university; despite the bucket-loads of work you may have to deal with the morning 
after. You gain the feeling of independence and self-agency; you are responsible for your own actions – your 
parents are about 3,500 kilometres away. It is an experience that is a springboard for real life – if not even more 
amplified, given by how fast everything happens. 

There is never a shortage of things to do, and the best thing to do is to get involved. Whatever university you end 
up in, you will love it, and believe that it is the best. Not just because of the institution, but because of the people, 
the memories, and the experiences. I know I do.

Unusual Angle! (Photographic Society Project, by Katerina Athienitis, Form 6)

By Aris Hadjiloizou, Form 3
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With the slogan, One in Five, a campaign has been launched by the Council 
of Europe, aiming to put an end to sexual violence against children. Cyprus is 
part of this effort and GCS students have themselves participated in workshops 
and events aiming both to highlight this grave problem and to help towards its 
eradication.

Sexual abuse is indeed one of the most serious violations of children’s rights. It is estimated that one 
fifth of people in Europe were at least once in their childhood sexually abused or exploited. Over the last 
few years, the percentage of child sexual abuse, especially child pornography has increased since the 
development of the Internet’s social networking websites has helped the molesters to find their victims 
more easily. There are even some cases where children were sexually abused by their own members 
of the family.

Fighting molestation is very difficult. Children are vulnerable and often ashamed or frightened to report 
any incidents, even to their closest friends. This is also the main reason why Cyprus does not have 
official estimations of abused children. Sexual abuse cannot only cause physical problems for the 
children but also self-blame, self-esteem issues, depression, long term psychological trauma and even 
suicidal thoughts. 
For this reason, the Council of Europe adopted a new Convention on 25th October 2007 also known 
as the Lanzarote Convention to protect children before and after any kind of sexual abuse. With this 
Convention, victims of abuse and exploitation receive special protection and care, while offenders are 
held responsible and prosecuted. 

However, this Convention has not yet been adopted in Cyprus. Specific measures need to be taken so 
that the convention is not only signed but also implemented.

Fight Child Abuse!
One in Five… Until One Becomes None!

By Elli Hajimarkou  and Leto Patsalidou, Form 4

Children’s Rights Workshop
This was the fourth consequent year that the Commissioner for the Protection of 
the Rights of the Child, successfully organized a summer workshop. Teenagers 
had the chance to learn about their rights and of course the correct way of claiming 
them. Part of the workshop was devoted to the promotion campaign of the Council 
of Europe One in Five against sexual abuse and sexual exploitation of children. 

Most of us did not really know what sexual abuse is and how many children are 
being victimized. Through exciting but yet educational activities we were taught 
about sexual abuse and which actions or behaviors might be threatening to us. We 
were also advised which is the appropriate reaction if we ever feel in danger and 
how we can protect ourselves. Moreover, we were informed about the Lanzarote 
Convention of the Council of Europe. 

Informing Others!
After we got familiar with our rights and how important the endorsement of the 
Lanzarote Convention is for us, we started organizing a street event which would 
help the promotion of the campaign One in Five. The aim of this event was also to 
inform as many people as we could of the large number of children who are being 
sexually abused and get them to sign a resolution that we had prepared. Some 
of as also took part in the Opening Ceremony of the National Campaign at the 
Leventis Municipal Museum.  GCS Campaigners! 

Christiana Argyrou
This was a most exciting experience! I I realized how important this campaign is, 
since it is us, the children, who need to speak out about our rights. I hope that one 
day the number of pedophiles and victims of sexual abuse reaches zero. 

Christina Boyiadjis
Participating in the One in Five campaign was undoubtedly an unforgettable 
experience. I have enriched my knowledge regarding children’s sexual abuse which 
is sadly so common in Europe, as the name of the campaign depicts. Moreover, 
it was an exciting experience since I met new people and got informed in a very 
pleasurable way.

Athina Johnson
I loved participating in the One in Five campaign. I’ve learnt so many things about 
sexual abuse and was shocked by the fact that one out of five children in Europe 
has been a victim of molestation. The activities at the workshop were also exciting 
and the food was really tasty!
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The economic crisis has unfortunately hit the hardest the ones 
that are the most vulnerable, among them cancer patients as 
well. With the sad news that a most needed room in Arodafnousa 
Cancer Hospice had to be shut down, the GCS 7th formers 
along with the GCS Parents' Association decided to offer the 
proceeds from the annual BBQ to the Anti-Cancer Association. 

It was a lot of hard work, but it was all for a good cause and it was great fun too! 
The GCS 7th formers managed to most successfully carry out a BBQ which had 
everything: good food, games and lots of fun and great music!

As graduates, this event brought us closer. We all had the same goal and we had 
to work hard but above all co-operate closely in order to achieve it. Teamwork did 
win the day! The positive comments from students, teachers and guests, and the 
smiles on their faces were definitely a great reward for our hard work.

A Great BBQ

Constantinos Michaelides (Form 7): As the president of our school, I am really 
proud and thrilled to have accomplished this event so successfully, since all funds 
collected have been donated to the Cypriot Anti-Cancer Association.

Mara Michaelidou (Form 4): I believe that there were plenty of choices as far 
as the food and drinks were concerned. I personally liked the most the Chinese 
cuisine and the delicious souvlaki as well.

By Savvina Hadjilouca and Styliana Kyriakou, Form 7

Damianos Sergides (Form 6): The BBQ was organised very well and I believe 
that students and teachers had worked really hard in order to achieve such a 
wonderful event.

Constantina Hadjilouca (Form3): I really enjoyed the Kids Corner organised by 
the 7th formers. There was a variety of choices and therefore I didn’t get bored at 
all!

Petros Hadjikyriacos (Form 6): I would like to emphasise how good the souvlaki 
was at the BBQ! The Parents and Guardians Association along with the 7th 
formers did a really good job.

Mrs Despo Petridou-Pambori (Principal): This year’s BBQ was a great success, 
indeed. I would like to congratulate the students of Form 7 for organising the event 
and the Parents and Guardians Association for their valuable contribution and 
support.  Many thanks also to all those companies, organizations and parents who 
offered presents for the raffle and products for the event. 

Our School places great emphasis on the organisation of charitable events and 
considers them extremely important for the School community. Creating awareness 
and helping people who suffer from cancer has been an objective for the school 
throughout the years. 

P.S.: if you missed the event don’t worry! Grads ’14 are here for more unforgettable 
moments, happenings and events!
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Those at our School, who remember Demetris alias Jimmys, 
recall a big sunny smile and a guy that was always gentle, 
polite, open-hearted, often rather absent minded,  and 
definitely a great laugh! He always gave a cheerful tone to 
school life, either through his performances or through his 
jokes at break-time… and in lesson-time. Jimmys is now 
making more people laugh, either on TV or at stand-up 
comedy shows. 

Was becoming an actor a life-long dream?
I never planned about the future. I always lived for the moment. When I was in 
the 6th grade of elementary school I realized I was quite good at telling jokes 
and that I had a good sense of humour. That got me on stage, and since then 
I have never wanted to step down from it! 

Has it been easy so far? 
It is very relevant how easy and how difficult it is to follow your dream. It is like 
riding a bike: at first it is hard to learn how to ride but as soon as you learn, it 
gets really easy! By the way, I haven’t learnt much yet in the field of acting. Yet, 
my family is always by my side and supports every decision I take.

Stand-up comedy or the TV series?  
I certainly prefer stand-up comedy shows at bars because it is very different 
when you are in front of a public since you are able to feel the energy of the 
audience. It is the kind of interaction I love. On the other hand, in TV series it’s 
just you, the camera man, the director and the sound engineer, so it is harder 
for me and rather uncomfortable. 

Has your everyday life changed because of TV? 
Not really. The only difference is that now sometimes people in the street 
recognise me and ask me to tell them jokes! 

What is the best and the worst experience you have had so far? 
Thank God I haven’t had a bad experience. My best experience was the stand-
up comedy I was involved in last Christmas at Kallipoleos with an audience 
of over 400 people. I acted along with Ahanas, Prigkipas, Kaskaounias and 
Afantitis – and the  audience was thrilled at the end of the show! 

What are your dreams for the future? 
My dream is to be able to laugh and to make people laugh as well!

By Gregory Neofytou and Rebecca Kammitsi, Form 7 

Jimmys Yiorkadjis

A Very Funny Man!

School Memories
Only best… no worst!

I graduated from the G C School in 2010. My best memory was undoubtedly my 
first acting experience, in 2007 when I had my first leading role in the Greek play 
‘‘Δεν είμαι εγώ’’. Since I do not have a worst memory, I will give you my second best: 
It was when I was the presenter of the GCS Starry Night and there I performed a 
stand-up comedy and I also danced salsa with my classmates. 

Favourite/worst subjects 
My two favourite subjects were Psychology and Accounting and my worst subject 
was History.
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By Froso Savvidou and Marios Koliandris, Form 3

MATHS CLUB 

We are All Millionaires!

Volunteering is not a choice but a way of life. From our 
six- year experience in GCS Volunteers Club we have 
learned to appreciate the joy of helping others.

The GCS Volunteers’ Club would not have existed had Mrs Eleni 
Michaelidou not put her whole heart into its creation. As she says 
volunteering is necessary for students to develop desire for giving, 
solidarity and understanding. Its aim is to provide financial and 
psychological support to people and humanitarian organizations. 

It is rather impossible to list all the activities carried out by the 
Volunteers Club.We have so far organized charity events to help 
organizations such as "Ένα Όνειρο μια Ευχή", which cares for 
children suffering of cancer and "Βαγόνι της Αγάπης", which cares 
about families in need.  We have also sold home-made ‘lemon-
aid’ to earn money for a community nursery school, while we 
also participated at the GCS BBQ and organized a charity futsal 
tournament. The most important event was however the charity 
event held at Akropolis Park with the assistance of Strovolos Police 
in order to gather food and money for needy families. The children 
had the chance to enjoy a variety of games, listen to talented GCS 
students play music and sing and taste delicious food!

At such difficult times, volunteering is all the more important. It 
reminds people of the real values of life that sometimes we seem 
to forget. Whatever little we can give could mean a lot to people 
going through hard times.

Maths is not only about solving equations and complicated problems. It is also 
about having fun. The Maths Club is bringing students closer to Maths by organizing 
a most fascinating game called ‘Who Wants to be a Millionaire’…

The Maths Club has a tradition in original, exciting ideas of attracting students to a subject that it 
is not after all either as difficult or as monotonous as some might think. On 3rd October, our Lower 
School students participated in a most fascinating event organized by Maths teacher Ms Paula 
Chaili. They competed in teams in an adaptation of the game show “Who Wants to Be a Millionaire”.  
Students were challenged with mathematics and general knowledge questions which they had to 
answer as a team and within a 30 second timeframe. 

The winners won a free meal from the school cafeteria but all of them pointed out that it was not 
about the prize but the fun they had while competing. However, the students who did not win were 
not saddened. As Marita Mouskidou of Form 2 said, ‘We feel like winners because we saw Maths in 
a completely different light, as much more enjoyable and fun, and this is the best prize ever!’

All in all, it was an afternoon with a lot of fun for all of us, proving that when there is inspiration and 
new ideas, learning can be exciting and most enjoyable!

Volunteers of Love!
By Irini Efthymiou & Maria Karolidou, Form 6
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Picasso, Dali, Miro, Gaudi… Barcelona is the city 
of Art and artists… the city of culture and beauty! 
The perfect place for young GCS Art students to 
visit, learn and be inspired!
If Art is a journey to one’s own discovery, our Art teachers gave us this opportunity by 
taking us on a most educational and at the same time fascinating trip to Barcelona; 
where dreams and life come together! It was the most enlightening Art lesson we 
have been given during our time as Art students and definitely one to remember for 
the rest of our life.

In Barcelona you feel surrounded by Art. No matter how much we thought we had 
prepared ourselves for what we were going to see, the city did not cease to amaze 
and impress us! One of the most amazing experiences was coming face-to-face 
with the grandiose buildings of Catalan genius architect Gaudi and realizing how 
buildings can be functional, environmentally friendly and works of art at the same 
time! 

The G C School Art Department informs students and parents that the next trip to 
Barcelona will be organized next spring, and will take place in the autumn of 2014.

Andreas David and Christoforos Triantafyllou of form four are 
the GCS Children Parliamentarians.  Their active participation, 
views and positions on issues concerning student and child 
welfare make us all proud.

Cyprus Children’s Parliament is a standing body, subjected to the PCCPWC 
(Pancyprian Coordinating Committee for the Protection and Welfare of Children). 

The work of the district groups and plenary sessions of the children “parliamentarians” 
is usually related to children’s rights issues. The Regulation also provides for the 
operation of five District Parliamentary Groups which elect their own officers and 
convene monthly in preparation for the plenary sessions and articles relating to 
the rights and obligations of members, the agenda, minutes, records, queries and 
proposals. So far a number of resolutions have been passed and forwarded to the 
President of the Cyprus Republic concerning social welfare for children.

By Ektoras Koushappas, Form 5 

Art Trip to Barcelona

A Teacher’s View
Antonio Gaudi born on Earth, inspired by the universe! What an amazing experience 
for our Art students to be in the magnificent city of Barcelona and walk into the 
creation of the genius. Visiting Casa Batillo and Sagrada Familia gave us a first-hand 
opportunity to see this Catalan architect’s new concepts in Art, morphology, and 
pathos. Visiting Figueres and the Dali museum was a huge eye-opener for all; we 
were truly mesmerized by his work. The museum, an artwork in itself, is also home 
to many famous works by Dali. Short may have been our trip, but educationally and 
culturally it has coloured our students’ memories for a lifetime.

Litsa Paralikki – Art Teacher

GCS Children Parliamentarians
By Christoforos Triantafyllou, Form 4

On TV
On Friday, 22 November,  GCS 
parliamentarians Andreas and 
Christoforos were invited to 
participate in CyBC’s morning 
programme Καλή σας Μέρα 
where they both explained the 
principles of the Cyprus Children 
Parliament and expressed 
the challenges it faces. The 
young parliamentarians were 
quite outspoken and critical 
of the attitude of their adult 
counterparts towards them. 
They criticized MPs as well as the Mass Media of not paying enough attention to the 
Children’s Parliament and the issues that concern it.
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As the socio-economic situation around the globe is in a state of 
chaos, and as the economic always becomes political, people are 
driven more and more to the extremes. Extremes in the sense of 
both political and behavioural: peaceful demonstrations turn into 
riots, parties clash in the streets rather than co-operate for the 
common good; so, yes, one could say that political violence is on 
the rise. But isn’t there always political violence? People tend not 
to like anyone that disagrees with their opinions; it goes from the 
Jacobins in France to the Bolsheviks in Russia and now into radical 
Muslim terrorist cells that turn religion into politics and foreign affairs.

Theo
Stylianou Fo

rm6

By Panayiota Chrysostomou and Marilena Sakka, Form 6

It is never a single factor which causes political violence but an amalgamation. 
Political violence has existed since the very beginning of history. As Aristotle 
said, “Anybody can become angry – that is easy; but to be angry with the 
right person and to the right degree and at the right time and for the right 
purpose, and in the right way – that is not within everybody's power and is 
not easy”. 

In most cases politicians and statesmen are blamed for the economic situation 
(recession) of a country. And it can be said that economic problems more often 
than not turn to political ones at some point! When people are discontented with the 
politicians and the rulers of their country, they start to demonstrate and it is possible 
that such protests might end up in violence. Incidents of violence are more common 
when there is an economic crisis due to the fact that people feel frustrated and angry 
as they feel uncertain about their present and future.

Corruption in the political and economic system definitely leads to corruption of 
moral values as well! When people are unemployed, desperate and angry they do 
not stop to look for the real causes of the problem but tend to look for scapegoats. 
At the times of the Great Depression of the 1930s Nazism actually built its strength 
on these insecurities of the people. Neo-Nazi and Fascist parties in Europe do the 
same today. After all, their slogans against foreigners seen as the reason for the 
economic problems faced by a country are more easily digested than self-criticism. 
It is always much easier to blame ‘others’ than to look for the mistakes among your 
‘own’. In the 1930s and 1940s Hitler blamed the Jews. In 2013 the followers of 
his ideas blame the foreign immigrants from non-European, sometimes even from 
European Union countries. Promoting the idea of ‘superiority’ of their ‘own’ nation 
against the ‘inferior’ immigrants is a favourite slogan of such fascist parties.

Intolerance which leads to violence is definitely on the rise. 
"Self-control is the chief element in self-respect, and self-respect is the chief element in courage", (Thucydides). 

Political violence is indeed on the rise. It is proven by History that 
in periods of crisis people tend to support extreme sides. A strong 
example of political violence today, is neo-Nazi movements. 
Moreover, one can see racist acts that insult humanity, taking place. 
People with no critical thinking need a scapegoat to blame for 
whatever troubles them in the society. However, to a great extent, 
they, who have such beliefs are guilty for many of the hardships 
society suffers from. People need to understand that as they are 
important and are allowed to have their views, the same applies for 
everyone else. All people are equal. Only if we learn to respect each 
other, will this society get rid of many of its problems. People who do 
not learn from history are doomed to repeat it.

Ektoras
Koushappas Fo

rm5

Political violence is indeed threatening social coherence. There are two 
types of Political violence: Groups and individuals try to achieve their 
political objectives by encouraging destructive acts; and Governments 
around the world use political violence in order to manipulate people's 
beliefs and ideas, so that they can get control of their everyday lives more 
easily. An example of the former case is when major world banks lend 
uncontrollably  to state banks in order to collapse them and control the 
government; as for example what happened with Laiki Popular Bank. For 
the latter case, governments use political pressure – violence – against 
peaceful and lawful groups of people who try to stand for their rights of free 
education, work and a National Health System, like for example where the 
Greek Government attacks protestors.

Christoforos
Triantafyllou Fo

rm4
Cyprus is in chaos and political parties blame each other, rather than 
trying to help the people. People are afraid of waking unemployed 
and many have sought work abroad. Young people are seeking 
their future abroad. The fact that politicians and so-called specialists 
turn up every day on TV and public radio stations, in newspapers 
and magazines, blaming each other and not even trying to figure 
out their own mistakes leads the people to even greater frustration 
which could lead to a rise in violence.  The behavior of the politicians 
has made the people indignant. 

Styliana
Kyriacou Fo

rm7

IS POLITICAL VIOLENCE
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Political violence is on the rise mainly because of the economic crisis 
that pushes people to their limits and they react in an extreme way. 
Because nowadays countries are becoming more multinational 
some people oppose this kind of change as undermining national 
identity.  Moreover, the ordinary European feels disappointed as 
he realizes that the dream of a wealthy and well off united Europe 
is fading away. Therefore, he reacts to various developments and 
changes in his quest for a new identity. An example of political 
violence is what is happening now in Greece with the political party 
of Golden Dawn.

Pavlos
Hadjimarkos Fo

rm6
Indeed political violence in its different forms is part of our daily lives. Watch 
the news, read a newspaper, or just surf the net! It is there every day, and its 
growing. It is not easy to answer why. Some argue that the evolution of the 
modern states worldwide and political violence are simply inseparable! The 
belief on the part of the people that their political systems will never respond 
to their political demands has gradually over the years given them more and 
more justification to resort to all sorts of political violence in order to achieve 
their goals. Riots, terrorism are so very evident in our daily lives. Bombs explode 
in the Middle East and North Africa nearly on a daily basis. We all watch what 
is happening in Egypt, Lebanon, Syria, Kenya, and Somalia. What about the 
murder of Pavlos Fyssas by a Golden Dawn neo-Nazi member, in Athens or 
the murder of two Golden Dawn members by gunmen in Neo Heraklio? Yes, 
political violence is clearly on the rise. By the same token, on the other hand, 
governments around the world, show that they believe that they have to use 
violence in order to intimidate people to obedience, as recent events in Egypt, 
Turkey and Greece have shown. Unfortunately political violence seems to be 
a worldwide phenomenon, and it’s on a steady rise which sadly points to the 
conclusion that it is here to stay!

Alexandra
Zapiti Fo

rm7

Yes, I believe that violence has increased, not just because our political system 
is in crisis but mainly because of the economic crisis.  The reason for violence 
is not mainly due to our country’s inefficient political system but our country’s 
improvident economic system. Furthermore, in Cyprus, we tend to get extremely 
passionate about everything; about the political party we support, about our 
football team etc. We refuse to accept the opposite opinion. The fact that we are 
not open minded enough, as far as I’m concerned, is another cause for violence 
on our island.

Savina
Hadjilouca Fo

rm7

Violence has always constituted a negative aspect in our society and 
the economic crisis has made things worse. Certainly at this crucial 
point, the most significant burden of facing the economic difficulties 
lies with the current government. Its actions can cause reactions 
of the people which contribute to the flourishing of violence. It is 
also characteristic of us Cypriots never to be satisfied with any of 
the decisions that the party we do not support takes. We tend to 
think that only our opinion is right. I believe that violence will grow 
unless we change our way of thinking. We should try to listen and 
accept the opposite view and try to cooperate more to overcome the 
problems. Only then would we be able to have a better future.

Kotsios
Michaelides Fo

rm7
Indeed, political violence is rising, whereas political crimes have 
increased dramatically in the last few years, probably because of 
the economic crisis. There are two dimensions in which political 
violence is experienced. The first one is when human rights are 
abused, ignored or denied. The other one is when followers of a 
specific party or political ideology abuse other people who have 
different views from theirs. A most recent example is the murder of 
Pavlos Fyssas in Greece by members of Golden Dawn. Both forms 
of violence I have mentioned are exacerbated nowadays, foretelling 
difficult times for humanity.
.

Myrto
Economides Fo

rm6

ON THE RISE?



Book to Read

TV-Series & Films to see...

Music to Listen

10 Watch, Read, Listen, Play

Psycho (1960) 
Thriller/Horror 
Psycho is a cult classic as it contains scenes 
of horror and pushes the boundaries of a 
thriller. Marion (Janet Leigh) is in love with 
a married man and struggles with their 
financial situation. At work, a client gives 
$40,000 in cash so he can purchase a house 
for his daughter. Marion steals the $40,000 
and hits the road to find her boyfriend at the 
next town. During her road trip, she stops 
at Bates Motel for the night. There she 
meets nervous but personable innkeeper 
Norman Bates (Anthony Perkins), who fills 
her with curious stories about his mother. 
Then comes the famous shower scene 
and the rest goes into horror overdrive.

Ferris Bueller's Day Off 
(1986)
Comedy
Teenager Ferris Bueller (Matthew Broderick) 
is famous around school thanks to his 
uncanny skill at cutting classes and getting 
away with it, much to the dismay of his sister 
(Jennifer Grey). Intending to make one last 
grand day off school, he calls in sick, ‘borrows’ 
a Ferrari, and embarks on a one-day trip 
through the city with his girlfriend and his 
best friend. His high-school principal Rooney 
(Jeffrey Jones) is determined to catch 
Bueller in the act of class-cutting. A super 
funny comedy with some dramatic moments!

Star Wars (1977)
Action
This is definitely a movie legend! It concerns 
a farm boy named Luke Skywalker (Mark 
Hamill) who discovers that the used robot 
recently purchased by his family plays back 
a message from one Princess Leia (Carrie 
Fisher), begging for help from Obi-Wan 
Kenobi. Kenobi tells Luke of the battle of 
the rebels against the ruling Empire and 
the spiritual energy called "The Force." 
Soon Luke, Kenobi, and a mercenary 
named Han Solo (Harrison Ford) join 
forces to rescue Princess Leia from the 
Empire's mammoth warship, the Death Star, 
controlled by evil genius Darth Vader (David 
Prowse). An action packed sci-fi movie.

The Day the Earth Stood Still 
(1951)
Science fiction
A sci-fi film that gets better as it ages. The 
Day the Earth Stood Still brings the arrival 
of a wise and high-minded visitor from the 
stars named Klaatu (Michael Rennie). With 
his message of peace and death-and-rebirth 
story, Klaatu is a sci-fi type of Christ figure – 
and the movie suggests that, as with Christ, 
mankind is unable to accept Klaatu on his 
own terms, and violently rejects both the 
messenger and the message. In 1995 it was 
selected for preservation in the US National 
Film Registry as "culturally, historically, 
or aesthetically significant", while it ranks 
number 82 on 100 Years...100 Thrills, a list 
of America's most heart-pounding films.

Arctic Monkeys: Fresh
This band is currently one of the most successful rock bands 
not only in the UK but worldwide. After various performances 
at city-centres this British band started recording songs. With 
the whole team working hard together, Alex Turner as the 
lead vocalist, Jamie Cook as the lead guitarist, Matt Helders 
at the drums and Nick O’Malley as bass guitarist, they 
release their first album “Whatever People Say I Am, That’s 
What I’m Not” in 2006. Ever since, the Arctic Monkeys have 
become increasingly popular and have received 61 nominations and 27 awards.

Interesting Fact: Arctic Monkeys were chosen to play at the 2012 London Olympic Games

Songs to check out: Fluorescent Adolescent, Do I Wanna Know

 Lorde: Young Star
Ella Maria Lani Yelich O’Connor, a.k.a. Lorde, has blasted 
people away with her hit song, Royals. Born in New Zealand, 
Lorde became known when she posted her song on Sound 
Cloud. Lorde is only 16, yet she has a huge career awaiting 
her. Her first album, Pure Heroine, was released on the 30th 
of September 2013. She also says she was influenced and 
inspired by the genre of Rap. We hope the best for her as 
she will rise to become a star.

Interesting Fact: In October 2013 she managed to become the youngest artist to top the US 
charts since Tiffany, in 1987

Songs to check out: Royals, Tennis Court
 

The Signature 
of All Things 
By Elizabeth Gilbert

An enthralling story of love, adventure 
and discovery! Spanning much of the 
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, 
the novel follows the fortunes of the 
extraordinary Whittaker family as led 
by the enterprising Henry Whittaker, 
a poor-born Englishman who makes 
a great fortune in the South American 
quinine trade, eventually becoming 
the richest man in Philadelphia. 
Born in 1800, Henry's brilliant 

daughter Alma, who inherits both her father's money and his mind, 
ultimately becomes a botanist of considerable gifts herself. As 
Alma's research takes her deeper into the mysteries of evolution, 
she falls in love with a man named Ambrose Pike who makes 
incomparable paintings of orchids and who draws her in the exact 
opposite direction, into the realm of the spiritual, the divine, and 
the magical. Alma is a clear-minded scientist, Ambrose a utopian 
artist, but what unites this unlikely couple is a desperate need to 
understand the workings of this world and the mechanisms behind 
all life. The world is enormous! Its mysteries great! Two people 
take this journey in their search for something thrilling…

By Panayiotis Leonidou, Form 4

A Blast to the Past

 By Aris Hadjiloizou and Nicolas Yerolemou, Form 3

 By Aris Hadjiloizou and Nicolas Yerolemou, Form 3
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The World in a Spin

Person of the Term

Picture and Story of the Term

Edward Snowden’s name has become wholesale and he is 
perhaps one of the most controversial figures after WikiLeaks 
founder Julian Assange. 

He has been branded as a traitor, but has also been nominated for 
the Nobel Peace Prize! The US government considers his actions 
of disclosing up to 200,000 classified documents to the press as 
‘dangerous’ and has charged him with espionage. Snowden’s 
actions revealed, however, that it is the US government which has 
been eavesdropping on hundreds of millions of people all around 
the world, including heads of states. Snowden started revealing 
top-secret NSA documents which he considered disturbing in May 
2013. This cost him his comfortable life and $200000 salary and 
he is currently in Russia under temporary asylum.

Nazi Art Hoard

Some 1,400 works confiscated by the Nazis during 
WWI as ‘degenerate’ and ‘anti-German’ have been 
seized by German customs investigators. The 
paintings dating from the 16th – 20th centuries 
include works of Canaletto and Picasso. The haul 
was found in the flat of Cornelius Gurlitt, son of a 
war-time art dealer, and is estimated to be worth 
more than £1billion. The paintings are now stored 
in a secret location and have been published 
online. No explanation has been given as to why 
it took the authorities a year to announce the find, 
whereas Gurlitt has since vanished. 

Historic Agreement

A historic nuclear agreement was finally reached 
between Iran and the world powers. Iran has 
agreed to curb some of its nuclear activities in 
return for about $7bn in sanctions relief. In Iran the 
agreement was welcomed by cheering crowds, 
while US President Barack Obama welcomed 
the deal, saying it would "help prevent Iran from 
building a nuclear weapon". Israel, however, 
said the agreement was a "historic mistake". The 
deal will last for six months, while a permanent 
agreement is sought. 

Civil war in Syria

The turmoil in Syria first began in March 2011 with 
protests opposing President Bashar al-Assad’s 
regime. Yet, the definite declaration from the Red 
Cross about it being a civil war occurred only a 
year ago. On the whole, the number of casualties 
has been constantly mounting to an estimate of 
100.000, while some 2 million, three quarters 
of who are women and children, have fled Syria 
seeking asylum. It is feared that these numbers will 
soon increase as more than 4 million people have 
been displaced within Syria in desperate attempts 
to keep safe.

By Elisavet Pasatempou  and  Anna-Maria Pounnou, Form 5

Ghosts from the Past-The neo-Nazi Threat

By Christina Boyadjis and 
Christiana Argyrou, Form 4

Desperation can lead to extreme solutions 
which can often be fatal. Resorting to neo-
Nazi, racist ideologies of hatred as an answer 
to the grave economic crisis faced by Europe 
today invites the ghosts of the past to haunt 
the present and the future.

Just as Hitler was able to leverage post-WWI 
depression to his advantage, so, too, do neo-Nazi 
recruiters use a poor economic climate to make their 
proposed plans seem appealing.

Neo- Nazism consists of the fundamentals from the 
Nazi dogma including nationalism, xenophobia, anti-
Semitism, homophobia and racism. The common 
features of the neo-Nazi party are Nazi symbols like 
the swastika, veneration for Adolf Hitler and the denial 
of the Holocaust. Furthermore, it is associated with 
‘white-power’ supremacism, nationalism and skinhead 
movements in many countries. 

Neo- Nazism appears to be a worldwide phenomenon 
with structured representations in many nations in all 
continents. The current economic crisis in Europe, and 
especially southern Europe, has been exploited by 
neo-Nazi organizations and parties in order to further 

spread their criminal racist ideas. A most notable 
example is the Golden Dawn in Greece, whose 
name is associated with the murders of immigrants 
and foreigners, but after the assassination of Pavlos 
Fyssas, last September, with murders of Greeks as 
well. Two Golden dawn members were also killed by 
so-called anti-Nazi militants.

• More than 17 million civilians were killed by the Nazis 
during WWII. Among the victims were also Germans.

• While the term Holocaust victims generally refers 
to Jews, the Nazis persecuted and killed millions of 
members of other groups they considered inferior, 
undesirable or dangerous, such as Poles, Russians, 
Roma (Gypsies).

• Others who did not belong to the so-called ‘Aryan 
master race’ and had to be exterminated included 
the mentally ill, the deaf, the physically and mentally 
disabled and homosexuals.

• Extermination was also the answer for their political 
opponents such as communists, social democrats 
and socialists, as well as religious ‘dissidents’ such as 
Jehovah’s Witnesses. 

By Yianna Gavriel, Form 5
Traitor or Hero?
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Pros and Cons
However, do all those small shops, cafes 
and restaurants enhance the old city or 
could they harm its cultural and historic 
character? 

Could the old-city magic be lost as a result of rapid 
development? Opinions may vary, however we 
believe that Ledras and Onasagorou streets are 
being over-exploited to some extent. Cafes and 
restaurants fill up the narrow streets and even 
the municipality has painted thick red lines as 
limits for where tables and chairs can be put 
so as not to obstruct the pedestrians using the 
streets.

Life is back in the old streets but regulations 
should be made in order for the old city not to 
lose its unique cultural identity. 

Take a walk with your friends and discover your 
city.

Re-discovering Old Nicosia

Old… but kicking! 
By Elena Philippou and Zoe Makrides, Form 6

Ledra Street is named after 
the ancient kingdom of Ledra, 
established in 1050 BC, that was 
located in the centre of the island 
where Nicosia is today.

Onasagorou Street is named 
after the first and most famous 
the kings of ancient Ledra, 
Onasagoras 

Π και Φ    
Iraklis Frangou
Π και Φ is just the idea of a group of friends 
studying in different European cities wondering 
about the same thing: ‘Why don’t we Cypriots 
take advantage of our old city?’ Every European 
city has a square and the old centre is full of life. 
That was the reason they chose a place behind 
Phaneromeni Church. In only 8 months, they 
created a unique café just the way we wanted 
it to be. It combines the old with the new, the 
traditional with the modern. Eventually, they 
gave an answer to their question. They took 
advantage of the old city and their café is now 
just a hot spot to hang out at. 

Carpe Diem
Katerina Parpa
Katerina was searching for a unique place for 
her atelier. Finally, that place became her little 
shop. She chose a location in an old street of 
Nicosia because she believes that the historical 
atmosphere inspires her. In her opinion old 
streets have ‘character’. She was aware of 
the risk of not getting much publicity hidden in 
the narrow streets, but she took it! Her positive 
thinking helped her to overcome her fears and 
she was rewarded. Her little shop is now full of 
energy and people who admire her creations.

Nicosia is a war-torn city… the only European capital which 
is divided in two. Old Nicosia shows the scars of war and 
separation with signs reading "Military Area - No pictures", and 
dead-end streets with abandoned derelict buildings. However, 
gradually, and recently at a faster pace, it is being revived 
with many new shops, mainly cafes, bars and restaurants 
attracting more and more people for a day or night out.

What has attracted new businessmen, to invest here?
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Old-City Teacher Fans
Some of our teachers who tend to hang around the old city; here is what attracts 
them to it. 

Elena Paschali
A visit to the old town and mainly a walk through the streets of Ledras and 
Phaneromeni always makes me feel relaxed, as I enjoy the culture and the history 
of old Nicosia. I particularly like the variety of coffee shops and restaurants.

Katerina Charalambous 
It’s no coincidence that Ledras has become a hot spot in Nicosia. Personally, I feel 
I can combine a stroll in the narrow streets with a delicious meal and good wine… 
as well as a bit of shopping. 

Aspasia Sierepekli
I have always loved strolling around the old city since I was a young adolescent; 
exploring the different little shops, cycling around the beautiful churches, having a 
stop for a tyropitta at Hurricane and a refreshing lemonade at Kala Kathoumena…
There is a different aura in the old city, a beauty and uniqueness that hides many 
years of history and culture all safeguarded within the walls and narrow streets.

Myrto Economidou, Form 6
I love visiting the old city, with its narrow streets, dark, deserted but also full of life 
and hope. The scenery around Phanermeni church is magical as the orange light 
falls on the beautiful church at night, the young people gather in the small square 
around the tree they call Manolis, with their guitars and violins; their pockets 
empty but their souls so full of dreams! The old city is definitely the most lively 
and beautiful place in Cyprus.

Semeli Patsalou, Form 5
The old city has a unique ambiance because of its rich history and most beautiful 
architecture, in contrast with the most modern part of Nicosia. That is why I am 
attracted to it! I love the picturesque streets, the old buildings, the little shops but 
most of all the fact that I can enjoy a cup of coffee in peace and quiet.

Old-City Student Fans

More than a Meeting Place

The Old City hosts a variety of Museums for all interests!

• The Leventis Municipal Museum on Hyppocratous Street in Laiki Yitonia, 
next to Eleftheria Square, which houses exhibits dating from before 2000 BC 
up to the present day.

• The Cyprus Museum on Museum Street, said to be the richest and best 
archaeological museum in Cyprus, showing treasures of art from the Neolithic 
Period (5800 BC) to the early Byzantine Period (330-1192AD), including 
Cypriot pottery, terracotta, clay and stone sculptures, bronze and jewellery.

• The Byzantine Art Museum is housed within The Archbichopric (The 
Archbishop's palace), and displays the largest collection of Cyprus icons, with 
220 pieces that cover the periods from the 5th to the 19th century.

• Cyprus Jewellers Museum on Praxippou Street, Laiki Yitonia, where 
traditional jewellery from the end of the 19th century are on display.

• The Cyprus Postal Museum on Agiou Savva street, where you will find a 
stamp collection that is internationally acknowledged for having some of the 
best and most significant stamps in the world, as well as a rare collection 
of pre-war designed post boxes, an automatic stamping machine, pre-war 
scales, and medals.

• The Museum of The History Of Cyprus Coinage, which is on the on the 
ground floor of the Bank of Cyprus Headquarters, where you will find a 
beautiful display of chronologically arranged coins from the 6th century B.C. 
to the present day.

• Ledra Museum Observatory, housed on the 11th floor of the Shakolas 
building on Ledra Street, where you can take in 360 degree panoramic views 
of the whole of Nicosia town.

Το Τμήμα Νέων Ελληνικών του The G C School of Careers προκηρύσσει διαγωνισμό: 

Αξιοποιώντας το λογοτεχνικό κείμενο 
με στόχο την ανάπτυξη της δημιουργικότητας. 

Πάρτε την πένα σας, τη νότα σας, το φακό και το πινέλο σας 
και ελάτε όλοι μαζί 

να εκφράσουμε και να δημιουργήσουμε 
τα δικά μας καλλιτεχνήματα με πηγή έμπνευσης τη λογοτεχνία…

       
       Σας περιμένουμε… 
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A group of young GCS female students have decided that they do not 
wish to be observers but actors in life and they wish to inspire others 
into being more involved. With the code-name M.A.H.I they realized a 

number of actions that have definitely attracted attention!

Comenius programmes have become a tradition at the GCS. Thinking 
out of the box, tolerance and cooperation is an inherent part of these 
programmes which turn lifelong learning into a lifelong experience.

The GCS has been once again approved by the EU Lifelong Learning Programme 
to conduct and coordinate a new Comenius Project. The new bilateral project 
is called ‘Critical Literacy as a Means of Developing a More Aware Tolerant and 
Accepting European Identity’ and will be carried out in cooperation with and Centro 
Concertando Fluenteblanca, in Murcia, Spain. It will involve all the third formers of 
our School. 

The project’s main objective is to encourage students to develop their critical 
thinking skills and through that to challenge traditionally held stereotypes and social 
discrepancies, as well as motivate them to learn a foreign language (Spanish) at 
elementary level. A similar project aimed at learning Greek has also been arranged 
by the partner school in Spain. Meanwhile three teachers from Centro Concertando 
Fluenteblanca visited our school from 25 to 30 November. 

This is not the first time that our School has been part of a Comenius Programme. 
The most recent one was 3 years ago, 2009-2011, in cooperation with ITC Antonio 
Genovesi in Salerno, Italy. The participants were this year’s sixth formers and they 
all talk of a unique experience and urge this year’ third formers not to miss the 
opportunity!

By Katerina Athienitis and Zoe Makrides, Form 6

Don’t Miss the Comenius Experience!
Angelo Odysseos
Participating in the Comenius programme was one of the most wonderful 
experiences I have ever had. Throughout the project I learnt many things including a 
new language, got acquainted with Italian and even got to learn more about Cypriot 
culture and traditions. I learnt to work in a team and to create long-lasting friendships. 
My hard work was rewarded when I was given the chance to travel to Italy for 10 
days. There I discovered a new city and had an amazing time with my Italian friends. 
Today, almost three years later, I am still in touch with my friends in Italy and we even 
exchange letters and presents every Christmas and on our birthdays. I hope you all 
join this project and I am certain that you will not regret it at all!

Ioannis Keravnos
An amazingly awesome experience! 

Constantina Karaniki
Being a part of the Comenius experience was really fun. I have had the chance to 
meet lots of people from Italy and make new friends. The whole process that lasted 
two years was amazing! We were taught Italian and when it was finally time we met 
the other students who took part in the programme and we could communicate just 
fine! I had so much fun and if I was given the chance I would do it again! 

Kassandra Giragosian
An unforgettable experience. I made a lot of new friends and we are still in touch! 

Do Something!! By M.A.H.I
We are living in difficult times. People around the world are struggling with the harsh 
consequences of the financial crisis; children are starving and wars continue to take 
lives. Nations decide to revolt against their rulers and demand a change and people 
protest against their governments. We are witnesses of efforts for change. However, 
do we take the lead in bringing about the change we wish for or do we allow others 
to make the choices for us?

Taking into consideration the aforementioned, we have decided to take action and 
so M.A.H.I. made its first strike on 7 October by posting on at the GCS a large 
poster made of newspapers with the slogan: 'The mind is like a parachute, it only 
works when it is open'. That’s how we anonymously began our effort to be part of 
the change. 

Some of you may wonder what our purpose is. Surprisingly enough, even we do not 
know how to explain what exactly we are doing. Is it a happening (since it is every 
week), is it a form of activism or is it just a way to express ourselves and to inspire 
others? Most probably it is just a way to express ourselves and to inspire others, 
to make them think outside the box, face their problems and motivate them to take 
actions concerning their own life and the society they live in. Even though we will 
not reveal our identity yet, we would like to clarify that we are neither teachers nor 
seventh formers. We are just students of this school attempting to make people see 
things differently. 

Finally, we would like to thank you for accepting our attempt of change and we are 
glad to see that we have inspired some of you. 

P.S Be prepared for more because M.A.H.I has only just begun and keep this in 
mind: “Be the change that you wish to see in the world” - Mahatma Gadhi
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LOWER FORM BOYS
80M 
1. Clark Michalis  3 Orange 
2. Kitromilides Markos 3 Green 
3. Stylianides Panayiotis 3 Yellow 

150M
1. Ioannides Michalis 3 Blue  
2. Krashias Pavlos 2 Green 
3.Stavrides Rafael 3 Orange 
  
1000M 
1. Soteriou Christos 3 Greem 
2. Clark Michalis  3 Orange 
3. Tenedios Iacovos 2 Blue  

4 * 100M
1. 3 Yellow    
2. 3 Gr   
3. 3 Orange  

LONG JUMP
1. Styliaqnides Panayiotis  3 Yellow 
2. Dionysiou Angelos 3 Yellow 
3. Petrou Christos 3 Orange 
     
SHOT PUT (4 kg)
1. Stylianou Lefteris 3 Orange 
2. Samoutis Andreas 3 Orange 
3. Kasianides Andronikos 3 Orange 
     
DISCUS THROW (1 kg)
1. Ioannou Christos 3 Orange 
2. Stylianou Lefteris 3 Orange 
3. Samoutis Andreas 3 Orange

LOWER FORM GIRLS
80M
1. Lambri Kyriaki  3 Green 
2. Hadjilouka Con/na 3 Blue  
3. Metaxa Nikolina 3 Yellow 

150M
1. Georgiou Strephanie 2 Green 
2. Pantelide Andriana 2 Orange 
3. Lambri Kyriaki  3 Orange 

1000M 
1. Takkou Tereza  2 Orange 
2. Savvidou Froso 3 Yellow 

4 * 100M
1.3 Yellow    
2.2 Green    
3. 2 Orange   

LONG JUMP
1. Lambri Kyriaki  3 Green 
2. Kakopierou Irini 1 Blue  
3. Hadjilouca Con/na 3 Blue  

SHOT PUT (3kg)
1. Makriyianni Nikoletta 2 Green
2. Kakouri Dominiki 2 Blue  
3. Aroti Anna  3 Blue  

DISCUS THROW (1 kg)
1. Makriyianni Nikoletta 2 Green 
2. Hadjigregoriou Anna Maria 2 yellow 
3. Shierepeti Ioanna 2 Orange

The word sport comes from the Old French word desport meaning 
"leisure", with the oldest definition in English from around 1300 being 
"anything humans find amusing or entertaining". Today when we talk 
about sports, however, we tend to think more about competition. GCS 
Sports Day manages to encompass both the modern competitive part 
and the original meaning of entertainment. Some won, but nobody lost 
since everybody had a great day… away from school!

SPORTS DAY

CROSS COUNTRY
7 November 2013

Lower Form Girls
1.Georgiou Stephanie form 2
2.Takkou Tereza  form      2
3.Kyrou Vasilia  form 1
4.Moyseos Thekla form 1

Lower Form Boys
1.Soteriou Christos form 3
2.Stavrides Rafael form 3
3.Clark Michalis  form 3
4.Tenedios Iacovos form 2
5.Krashias Pavlos form 2
6.Economides Kyriakos form 2
7.Kakoyiannis Nestoras form 3

Upper Form Girls
1.Apostolou Mariza form 5
2.Avraam Sofia  form 4
3.Zitti Athina  form 4
4.Kashiouli Nicole form 4
5.Economidou Christina form 4
6.Pantelide Gavriella form 6

Upper Form Boys
1.Charilaou Marios form 5
2.Yerolemou Gavriel form 5
3.Takkou George form 6
4.Charalambous Andreas form 5
5.Xenofontos Paris form 5
6.Leonidou Panayiotis form 4
7.Pimbos Nicolas form 5
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Great opportunities such as that of attending a lecture by a Nobel Laureate are certainly not missed 
by the GCS Science students.

On Wednesday 23 October, a major scientific event took place in Nicosia. 

Over 600 guests gathered at the Filoxenia Conference Centre for the 2nd Lecture of Academic Excellence, organised by 
the Cyprus Institute of Neurology and Genetics. A group of science students from the GCS had the great opportunity and 
honour to attend the lecture with guest speaker Professor Harald zur Hausen, Nobel Laureate. 

Professor zur Hausen shared the 2008 Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine with Luc Montagnier and Francoise Barre-
Sinoussi for his discovery of HPV and its role in the development of cervical cancer. As a result of his research, a vaccine 
against cervical cancer was developed and was introduced in 2006, saving thousands of lives since. The students were 
fascinated by the lecture and were amazed, as they said, to come face to face with a man who had such a great impact 
on public health. 

Some students couldn't allow for their love and passion for 
science to settle for a whole summer! Instead they wanted 
something more to satisfy their desire for exploring the 
fields of science. A bunch of young scientists from the 
GC School, sought adventure in the London International 
Youth Science Forum (LIYSF).

From the fascinating lectures by some of the world’s leading scientists 
to visits at major scientific establishments in London, it was a lifetime 
experience for everyone. The participants had the chance to spend 
two whole weeks in the heart of London, staying at the Halls of the 
Imperial College, enjoying all the perks of being a student there. With 
visits to research and scientific facilities across London – such as the 
"Airbus UK" industry, the Zoological Society of London, along with 
research departments in Oxford and Cambridge universities – they 
had a huge variety of places to choose from. 

By Fotini Yiangou and Charis Hadjitheodosiou, Form 7 

London International Youth Science Forum

A Lifetime Experience 
This year's main theme in the science forum was Crossing Science Boundaries. Discussions 
ranged from ‘Discovering Dark Matter’ to ‘The Magic of Soap Bubbles’ and they allowed and aided 
the brains of the young scientists to be at the forefront of developing and applying science. 

At the LIYSF students became part of an expanding international community, with attendants 
from 52 different countries. It provided them a unique opportunity to discuss major issues with 
students from very different backgrounds, traditions and regions from across the globe and they 
encountered a huge diversity of cultures and languages. They exchanged ideas, enhanced their 
knowledge, passion and love for science and even made some strong and promising friendships. 
The return to Cyprus found everyone overwhelmed with emotions. Departing from London, they 
were loaded with knowledge yet saying goodbye was difficult. 

From Viruses TO Cancer 
A lecture by Nobel Laureate Harald zur Hausen

By Fotini Yangou, Form 7

• Harald zur Hausen was born in 1936 and studied medicine in Bonn, Hamburg and Düsseldorf. 

• He worked at the Institute of Medical Microbiology of the University of Düsseldorf, the Children’s Hospital in Philadelphia and 
was professor of clinical virology at the University of Erlangen-Nuremberg and chair of virology and hygiene at the University of 
Freiburg. 

• From 1983 to 2003 he  was chairman and scientific member of the board of management of the German Cancer Research 
Centre in Heidelberg. Under his leadership the Cancer Research Centre stepped up its cooperation with the University Hospital. 
So-called clinical cooperation units assure close linkage between basic research and clinical medicine so as to transfer research 
findings to the field of medical care as quickly as possible.

• Harald zur Hausen has received several national and international awards and is a holder of the Grand Federal Cross of Merit.


