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PHOTO OF THE TERM

Student Life Abroad:
‘Boy Meets World’

By Constantinos Andronicou

Undoubtedly, your dreams and views of how university life will be differs when you 
are under the – let’s face it – ‘protective bubble’ of school life through to when you 
have completed your army service.

During the two year leave of absence from reality you will have been immunised 
against peculiar situations and people but at the same time will be suffering from a 

benumbed and fusty brain. Starting out University life will be a new beginning 
of sorts, starting with it being the first time you exercise complete autonomy. You will come to appreciate the 
attention and care you received from school teachers, as opposed to the university lecturers who are to all intents 
and purposes little more than performers in front of a live audience. The workload will seem quite extravagant in 
the beginning, but that is only because you haven’t dealt with any kind of studying for more than two years. For 
this reason you should not feel as being at a disadvantage to your younger girl colleagues fresh out of school, 
you will get there eventually. 

Concerning the formation of new meaningful relationships do not expect them to develop overnight… and let me 
save you the trouble of saying, “When I go to University I will only hang out with foreigners”. That is a complete 
and utter rebuttable Cypriot urban myth. Besides any foreign friendships you develop, you will also always end 
up with people of your nationality, and that’s not a bad thing when you are so far from home.

This student life abroad experience will evidently be different for each and every one, whether boy or girl, but 
make no mistake, it will be an experience, nonetheless. Love what you do and enjoy the time spent doing it, this 
way you are guaranteed to come out a winner.

Macro! (Photographic Society Project, by George Eliades, Form 4)

By Aris Hadjiloizou, Form 3

Farewell Issue
This is a very special issue for me. It is the issue of 
farewells!

Farewell to the Seventh form reporters of the 
GCS-info who for a number of years have worked 
enthusiastically and most efficiently for the 
production of this newspaper. Savvina, Styliana, 
Gregory, Kallia, Revecca, Fotini, Stylianos, Renos, 
Fani, Nicolas and Nicole all the very best in your 
new beginning! One thing is for sure, you will be 
greatly missed!

Farewell to our dearest Frau Dorothy Ioannidou 
who further than teaching German she has opened 
up new horizons for her students, broadened up 
their minds and taught them to think outside the 
box. 

It is also my turn to bid farewell to a school which 
has been part of my life in more ways than one 
for almost ten years and a newspaper which has 
been a thrill to put together, always working in 
perfect collaboration with the most talented and 
enthusiastic colleagues and students.  

My years at the GCS have been full of the happiest 
memories. For this I thank the Management 
and all my colleagues for their trust, support and 
cooperation. To me the GCS has been a second 
family and it will always have a special place in my 
heart.

Above all, however, I would like to say a very big 
THANK YOU to all my students throughout these 
ten years for making me feel through their love as 
the richest person on earth!  

Thank you all for the most amazing experience! 
This is farewell but definitely not good-bye!

Maria Chrysathou



03Programmes & Projects

As every year, our school has participated in the MEPA project. This year’s theme 
was quite unique. The students of Form 3 with the help of the teacher-in-charge 
Yiota Yerontidou and under the guidance of teachers Maria Mitidou and Athena 
Polydorou, researched the “remaking of clothes”. After their research and with the 
contribution of some students of Forms 5 and 6 they tried transforming their old 
clothes into new ones. 

The most fascinating part in this process was, however, the fashion show organised 
with the participation of students wearing their re-made clothes just like models. 
Three quite well-known and successful fashion personas, designers Constantinos 
Vassiliades and Andreas Zannetides and editor Nicolas Ioannides, were kind 
enough to offer their important advice. The fashion show took place in the GCS 
cafeteria and attracted a large audience. The result surpassed every expectation 
and received the warm and enthusiastic applause of all those who attended the 
event. Both the designs exhibited and the models were of professional catwalk 
standards. Significant was the contribution of Ms Orthodoxia Panayi (Miss Cyprus 
2011), who consulted students about modelling techniques. 

The Diva Modelling School also contributed to this, making our own students 
look like professional models wearing high street clothes, leaving behind the best 
impressions.

Yiota Yerontidou, Teacher in Charge
Working on the MEPA research programme may be 
exhausting at times but at the same time it is rewarding 
and exciting. Acquiring research skills is particularly 
important for all the students involved as these are 
skills that they will be expected to have and apply in 
their future studies.

Athena Polydorou, Teacher
I joined this research program because I find it exciting 
working with students to find solutions to particular 
problems. A wealth of knowledge and opportunities is 
available to all people who choose to participate in such 
programmes and I personally have gained a lot from it. 
First of all, I now have the ability to better understand 
research methodologies and I developed skills to 
function more independently. Most importantly though, 
I had the chance to build relationships with students 
that I have never taught before.

Maria Mitidou, Teacher
The MEPA programme to me is all about releasing 
my creativity and energy to develop a team spirit, 
while introducing the idea of innovation and efficiency 
through training students in how to collect and analyse 
information. My ultimate goal is to help them develop a 
positive attitude towards research.

Constantinos Vassiliades (Fashion Designer)
I truly believe that MEPA is extremely useful for the 
students that take part. It gives them the opportunity to 
talk to experts and realise/understand how the market 
works.

Ioanna Patsalidou (Form 5)
It was really a productive and valuable experience to 
participate in the MEPA project, as it made me realize 
that clothes can be recycled. There is no need to throw 
them away. That stimulated my imagination to re-make 
my old clothes. It was certainly an amazing experience 
as we were also taught how to strut the catwalk by Ms 
Orthodoxia Panayi (Miss Cyprus 2011)

MEPA 
Programme

By Panayiota Chrysostomou and Elena Philippou, Form 6GCS
Catwalk!

Alexandra Kousaridou (Form 6)
My experience in this programme was unique. To 
present my own creations with processed clothes was 
something special. Furthermore, a message was given 
that in times of crisis there are smart, innovative ways 
and other alternatives in being well dressed.

Lazaros Efthymiou (Form 3)
What I experienced during the MEPA program was 
wonderful! I came closer with people I didn't know 
well and I also learned lots of things about remaking 
clothes. I wish everybody could get to know the 
information I have learned this year and our society 
would be improved a lot!

Christina Tanou (Form 3)
During the project, remaking of clothes became a 
real challenge, but with the help and guidance of our 
teachers and the fashion stylist Mr Nicolas Ioannides, 
we had the chance to admire our own creations on the 
catwalk. It was also very exciting learning about the 
world of fashion and the contradictory sides of it. I am 
glad, as well as proud, being part of the ΜΕPΑ project.

on They’ve got talent, they’ve got ideas… and they definitely 
have got the looks! GCS students research, design and 
model their very own creations in fashion re-cycled!
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Crazy

What advice would you give someone who wishes to become an actor?
To first understand that ‘normal’ will never again define your way of life. You would 
have to be insane to do it, but if you do, have fun with it!

What is your opinion about actors today? 
I’ll just mix and match some Lawrence Olivier here. Once there were actors that 
wanted to become stars, now there are stars that want to become actors.

TV or Theatre? 
The stage! TV is boring… but it pays the bills.

How about the Cinema?
I adore the cinema. I have done three full-length feature films and was nominated 
for one. If I could do just films and theatre, I would be one happy guy!

Comedy or Tragedy?
I don’t think it makes any difference. Once you are on stage, you are on stage. 
People go to the theatre and except to be moved. And if you, as an actor, manage 
to stimulate their emotions, either sad or happy, then your job is done and you feel 
fulfilled. 

C h r i s t o d o u l o s  M a r t a s

to Be 

By Angelo Odysseos, Form 6

Enough 

Is the life of an actor in Cyprus easy?
I don’t think the words ‘life’, ‘actor’ and ‘easy’ go together well in a sentence.

Do you consider pursuing a greater career elsewhere?
I let things develop as they come. 

One thing you love about acting
That you can get away with anything!

Which has been your most challenging role up until now?
I would have to say, Leo Bloom in The Producers. Dancing, singing, running and 
acting at the same time is much harder than it looks!

Which one of your performances are you most proud of?
I did a monologue in my living room the other day. No one was watching. It was 
good… 

What was your experience of teaching acting to young children?
It was fun, educational, creative, demanding and a great responsibility. The truth is 
I loved every minute of it.

an Actor
Enough 

an Actor
to Be 

Crazy
!

Most of us know him through the TV Ant1 blockbuster 
comedy series Tin Patisa and Aigia Fuxia, but 

Christodoulos Martas has a quite rich curriculum vitae 
with participation in important productions of the Cyprus 

Theatrical Organization and a number of films.   

!

Andrea Angelidou has made her school and teachers proud 
for attaining the highest mark in Cyprus for AS Art and 
Design!

Andria won for the Academic year2013 an Award for achieving 
the Highest mark in Cyprus for her AS Art and Design. This was 
made up of two Components, one being the Exam work.

Studying Art since elementary school, Andrea’s hobby developed 
into a passion. She loves Art and she has dedicated a lot of time 
and effort into perfecting herself to the point of distinguishing 

herself in exams. Andrea loves modern Art and Street Artists, especially Banksy and Vhils

Even though her intention is not to study Art but Maths at university she says she will 
continue painting because she enjoys it so!

Talking about Andrea her teacher Ms Litsa Paraliki says: 
"Her work has flourished over the years as a student. She is extremely talented, 
mastering all the techniques with ease. This is something very evident in her Art work 
in both Modules, achieving her this very special award. Mr Barron and my self are very 
proud of her and it has been a pleasure to teach her over the last  two years".

Artistic Andrea!
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This year's Starry Night had it all: spectacular 

dancing acts, emotional singing duets, dynamic 

solo singers and a hilarious stand-up comedy. 

The 2014 GCS Grads worked hard along with 

the Starry Night Committee to organise and 

present the two amazing performances.
This year, the work of the auditions jury was made even more challenging; 
all the candidates had done an excellent job and delivered a generally 
talented outcome of their many months of preparation. Unfortunately, 
the golden ticket could be given only to 15 lucky entries.

Noteworthy moments on stage were when 4th former Ektoras 
Koushiappas overwhelmed the audience with his talent and his supreme 
performance of Phantom of the Opera; or when the Lilliputian girls of the 
elementary school captured our hearts with their most theatrical and 
lively dance. The tradition of teachers getting on stage with their students 
was continued this year with English teacher, Iria Petrou, dancing a 
bouncing cha-cha with her girls, while the 7th formers displayed their 
dancing skills and passion in a tango.

The Music Club proved once more of high standard and quality with their 
choice of songs, while the writing skills of the most talented Mr Andreas 
Zittis, author of the stand-up comedy, rightly earned the enthusiastic 
applause of the audience! 

As for presenters Fotini Yangou and Gregory Neofytou they proved 
perfect hosts and shone on stage!

By Gregory Neofytou and Kallia Apostolou, Form 7

Behind the Scenes
Putting on such a high-standard performance however requires a lot of 
hard work and dedication… and the stars of the show are not always 
seen on stage… and they are not always necessarily students. 

Two teachers who can be described as the backbone of Starry Night are GCS Music 
Teacher Giorgos Zenios, and Head of Activities Elena Iacovidou,

Has the Starry Night performance paid off for all those months of hard work?
Giorgos Zenios: I couldn’t be more proud! There is no greater pleasure for a teacher 
than to see his students succeed.
Elena Iacovidou: It was worth every minute of it! And to be honest, none of us - the 
organising committee - ever thinks about the time spent and the load of work when it 
comes to Starry Night!

Do you believe that the Starry Night standards have risen?
Giorgos Zenios: Mr. Zittis, Mrs. Iacovidou and I work hard in order to raise the 
standards of the show, every year! I believe that this year's Starry Night raised the bar 
much higher than previous years.
Elena Iacovidou: Definitely! “Practice makes perfect,” people say, and we’ve had 
quite a lot of practice during the last few years!

Which in your opinion was the best part of the performance?
Giorgos Zenios: It’s really hard to choose between the auditions and the stress, and 
the emotions of the Grand Finale.
Elena Iacovidou: The touching finale! That’s when you get to see the tears – the 
proud, elated tears in your 7th formers’ eyes. Nothing beats that! Starry Night has to 
do with putting your heart and soul into it! It seems that the participants feel exactly the 
same way, and this is probably the reason why Starry Night has become one of the 
School’s most successful events.  



06 GCS Clubbing

A group of ‘Geography Lovers’, as they like to 
call themselves, escorted by their teacher Ms 
Linda Mousoulides, set off for the completion 
of the fieldwork requirements of their AS 
Geography course… Destination London!

The fieldwork involved looking at and 
measuring coastal erosion, assessing coastal 
management strategies and looking at 
pressures on coastal developments. It also 
involved looking at both rural and urban areas 
that are in need of rebranding and regeneration, 
as well as assessing the success of schemes 
that have already been implemented.

Despite the chill and the hard work, literally 
round the clock, the trip proved to be also 
fun and super entertaining. The Cypriot 
‘Geography Lovers’ had the chance to meet 
students from all over the UK and to develop a 
love for things other than Geography!

By Zoe Makridou, Form 6

It started off as a 

compulsory trip to 

the UK, Flatford Mill, 

as part of the AS 

Geography course. 

It ended up being a 

great experience!

Aphrodite Magou
It was an amazing experience and I want to visit Flatford again. One of the most 
magnificent sceneries I have ever seen! 

Katerina Ioannou
I had a great time and the place that we were staying at was stunning! 

Constantina Karaniki
Overall it was a fun experience of learning, and the fact that we made new 
friends within those five days was amazing. No problem, we would gladly do 
this trip again anytime! 

Geography Teacher, Linda Mousoulides
It could not be called 'geography fieldwork' without our getting wet, muddy, cold 
and dirty, but I'm sure the experiences that this year’s students had will stay with 
them forever. The field study centre that we stayed at while carrying out our 
fieldwork was in a very beautiful part of Suffolk, UK. A place called Flatford Mill, 
where the artist John Constable painted the famous 'Hay Wain'. After extremely 
long days working and having endless lessons it was lovely to enjoy the very 
beautiful countryside, the 400 year-old converted farmhouse that we stayed in, 
boating on the river and above all making new friends from other schools.

GEOGRAPHYLOVERS
TRIP TO LONDON

‘ ‘

The GCS was the only school in Cyprus selected 
to participate in a 5-day ‘Young Ideas for Europe’ 
programme, an EU-wide initiative implemented by the 
Cyprus Youth Council. 

Twenty-four 4th formers were selected to participate in this 
programme designed to give young people a voice in shaping 
European policies and to educate them in environmental issues 
and energy considerations. Topics for discussion included the 
future of Europe and Cyprus’s role, with reference to globalisation, 
climate change, sustainability, resource conflicts and energy 
issues. With the guidance of Cyprus Youth Council instructors, 
visiting experts, the students’ own internet research, creativity 
workshops and role plays, the students developed their own ideas 
on how to solve these global issues. In teams they wrote political 
manifestos and presented them in a debate to an audience of 
their peers. The audience had the chance to vote for the winning 
team and the winning manifesto will become part of the European 
Action Plan, which is to be discussed by EU policy makers. One 
lucky student from the winning team will be selected to represent 
Cyprus at the European Parliament in Cyprus in October.

Special thanks should go to our Geography teacher Ms 
Linda Mousoulides for giving GCS Geography students 
such a great opportunity!

By Emily Apostolidou and Athina Johnson, Form 4

Athina Johnson
It was an amazing week full of activities combining learning and 
entertainment. Working as a group we developed both team-
work and leadership skills. The most fun part though was the live 
interactions with Denmark, through which we discussed daily 
about geography related subjects. Through these Skype calls we 
discovered the methods other European countries use regarding 
energy resources and thus prepared our own manifestos on how 
to improve and decrease the energy demand of Cyprus!

Emily Apostolidou 
The last day was the most anticipated and exciting day for me 
because it was the day of the Big Debate on saving renewable 
energy resources. As the ‘Younger Green’ party, we proposed a 
variety of ideas in our manifesto. So did the other teams, United 
Greeners, YECY and Think Green. We hope diversity policies are 
introduced for a better world for all of us!

"We hope that the 

outcome of this project will 

be adequately used by 

the participants, in altering 

their behaviour towards 

the energy sector and the 

environment in general 

and that they will stay 

committed in resolving 

the associated issues and 

shaping a better future for 

them and the generations 

to come."
Marios Philippou

CYC Pool of trainers

Young Ideas for Europe 
Thinking Green and Out of the Box!
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Have you ever thought of Maths as a theatrical play, a relay 
competition or a treasure hunt? I guess not… unless you have 
been a member of the GCS Maths Club! 

The GCS Maths Club not only possesses tons of imagination, but also very 
successfully manages to win great distinctions! This academic year all three 
teams of form 6 students that participated at the EUROMATH 2014 Students 
Conference were congratulated by the organisers for their project work and 
were each awarded second prizes! Congratulations both to the students and 
their teachers Christiana Hadjipanteli-Yioufka and Agathi Michael for their 
success!

M for Maths 

By Eva Panayiotidou, Form 5

a n d 
f o r iMagination!

The European Student Conference in Mathematics 2014 took place this year at the 
Hilton, Nicosia, 24 - 28 April 2014. The conference was organised by the Cyprus 
Mathematical Society and the Thales Foundation, in cooperation with the Le-MATH 
Project, the European Mathematical Society and the Mathematical Society of South 
Eastern Europe. The conference invites young researchers of ages 9-18 to present 
work or projects in mathematics. The conference consisted of several workshops, 
presentations and sessions, covering multiple themes. 

Since the beginning of the academic year, the students worked on the projects 
of their choice to prepare a report (presentations) and a script (theatre). All three 
project proposals (abstracts) were accepted by the organisers and the students 
were invited to present their work at the conference. 

The Participants
Mathematical Modelling 
and the Financial Crisis

(Presentation)

Maths in all

(Presentation)

The Doors

(Theatrical Project)

Christina Argyridou Nicoletta Chavatzia Andreas Xenofontos

Alexandra Kousaridou Rea Efthymiou Angeliki Chaliou

Theodoros Stylianou Anna Georgiou Alexandra Kousaridou

Magdalena Hadjidemetriou Marilena Papaetti Petros Zantis

Acting-Out Maths
Doors - A Play of Probabilities
Suppose you're in a game show, and you're given the choice of three 
doors: Behind one door is a sports car; behind the others, bombs. You 
pick a door and the host, who knows what's behind the doors, opens 
another door which has a bomb behind it. You then have a choice: "Do 
you want to stick to your initial choice or swap doors?" And here is the 
challenge! According to this last choice you will have the chance to win 
the incredible sports car!

The theatrical project, prepared by 6th Form students Angeliki Chaliou, 
Andreas Xenofontos, Alexandra Kousaridou and Petros Zantis, was based 
on the Monty Hall Problem. The aim was to provide an explanation for this 
paradox that is understandable for anyone.   

The Monty Hall problem is a brain teaser, in the form of a probability puzzle, 
loosely based on the American television game show Let’s Make a Deal and 
named after its original host, Monty Hall. The problem was originally posed 
in a letter by Steve Selvin to the American Statistician in 1975 but it became 
famous as a question from a reader's letter quoted in Marilyn vos Savant’s 
Ask Marilyn column in Parade magazine in 1990.

Maths Relay Competition
Students competed in teams solving relay questions.  Each team had a 
nominated ‘relay runner’ who upon the completion of each question had to 
run to the front of the classroom to submit their team’s answer and receive the 
baton containing the next relay question.  The winning team was the one that 
answered the most correct questions in the fastest time.
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With a heavy heart, we are writing this article dedicated to our beloved Ms Chrysanthou. This year 
our School loses one of its most active teachers, but Maria will most certainly leave her mark. She 
was not only a devoted History teacher, but also the dedicated teacher-in-charge of the Current 
Affairs Society and the tireless editor of our School newspaper. Above all, she was our trustworthy 
friend, and a mother figure for many of us. Even though we were shocked by her decision to leave, 
she is leaving behind some truly strong and concrete values for her students. Ms Chrysanthou 
gave a new progressive breath to our School, inspiring us to examine the world from a different 
point of view, consequently enabling us to escape from the narrow minded beliefs of our society. 
The well-known saying goes, “nobody is irreplaceable”, however, we strongly believe that in this 
case, Maria is an exception.  

Ms Maria, it is so hard for us to choose the best memories with you. We, personally, did not have 
the opportunity to be your students, yet we do cherish the fondest memories. We started from 
zero, and we owe it to the Comenius Project for the strong friendship that developed. Yes, it all 
started there, but the continuation was in our hands. The unique Current Affairs Sessions and the 
trip to Brussels were precisely the proof that you had become such an important person in our 
lives as we grew up under your guidance. We are so thankful that we had the chance to meet you 
and to be taught so many things by you. You were more than a teacher for us as you became a 
part of our lives! 

We want to wish you good luck and all the best for your new beginning. Hopefully, you will be 
present at our most important times which are yet to come. A quote says, “The scariest thing 
about distance is that you don’t know whether they’ll miss you or forget you.” Our lovely Ms Maria, 
know one thing, you will definitely be missed, but you have to have no doubt that you will not be 
forgotten. 

Elena Philippou & Panayiota Chrysostomou   

Maria Chrysanthou 
MORE THAN 
A TEACHER
MORE THAN 
A TEACHER

A few words from some students of Ms Chrysanthou  
Marianna Ioannou
How can someone describe such 

a beloved person in three lines? A 

passionate teacher, a caring ‘mother’ for all 

and a loyal friend. She saw us collapsing 

and stood strong to help us through. 

She saw us succeeding and shared our 

happiness. She has always been the first 

person to run to for better or worse. We 

have so many memories, memories that 

will be with me for the rest of my life. I wish 

her all the best and I hope she remains as 

inspirational as she is.

Andrea HadjikyriacouIt is never easy to say goodbye to someone that you love so dearly. Maria was more than a teacher, and describing exactly what she was can take hours. She taught us about life, love, loss and heartache. I know I am a very lucky person to have had her as a teacher, a friend and a ‘mother’ away from home. I will always treasure everything we went through together all these years, even though I am certain that there are many more exciting things to come. I wish her all the best for her courageous new beginning. 

Zoe Makridou
The reason I adore Ms Maria is because she is not just a 

teacher... and this is what makes her a great teacher. We had 

wonderful time together.

Irini Iacovidou
It is fascinating how a teacher, like Ms 
Maria Chrysanthou has developed such a 
relationship with her students and especially 
with students she met through her school 
Society, one of them being me. She was my 
teacher in Form 1 but we came to have a 
relationship I cannot fully describe in words, 
during every other Tuesday's meetings, 
and I want to wholeheartedly thank her for 
what she has offered me. I hope she will 
have a happy and fulfilling life, because she 
really deserves it.

Savvina Hadjilouca
For sure I wasn’t one of your best students. 

However, you continue to love me. I will always 

remember you as the best History teacher, 

because you did not teach me only what books 

write but also what your heart says. You are the 

special one, my sunshine. 

Simos Schizas
It is practically impossible to describe Ms Maria in just a sentence. It has to be more than 
that. Anyone asked, would say that she is kind, tolerant, responsible, helpful, and above 
all, inspiring! I have had a life-changing experience through the Current Affairs Society.  
Although I never had Ms Maria as my teacher, she is one of the people I admire most. 
Good luck for a new beginning! You will be missed! 



09Farewell

Seven years ago, this moment seemed so far into the distant future. Graduation 
was just an idea. Now it is our reality, and yet I cannot begin to fathom how time 
has passed. 

For seven years, the GCS felt like home to me and the people here became my 
second loving family. They welcomed us with open arms as first formers, raised us 
with affection and nurtured us with the skills necessary to accomplish our goals. 
They were next to us, holding our hand as we were clumsily making our first steps 
towards success. They inspired us and shaped our personalities, not even once did 
they try to squeeze us into moulds, rather they let all of us shine through the years. 
They were there for us, willing to listen to our problems and help us overcome every 
difficulty. They taught us to be fighters and to never let anything take our strength 
away. They believed in us at times when even we didn’t believe in ourselves. They 
were more than teachers, they were our mentors. It really is priceless to grow into 
an adult in such a loving and caring environment.

To all my classmates, with whom I have shared the most beautiful years of my life, 
I wish you are always passionate about whatever you choose to do. 

Aspasia MarangouChrysanthou mou is the person who introduced me to the GCS, the person who helped me through 4 years of rain and shine, the person who believed in my abilities and offered me amazing opportunities via workshops, trips, theatres, lectures, discussions and many more!! Maria is a great friend, a perfect colleague, a super travelling companion, and an inspiring teacher. I will miss her dearly, and I promise to keep all the sweets and cookies untouched till her next visit! Maria mou, best of luck and thank you for EVERYTHING!!!  

Mary Hadjigavriel      
Alexander the Great once said, ‘I am indebted to my father for living, but to my teacher for living well’.  

Maria, I owe you a huge thank you for being there when I needed someone to lean on, for believing in me 

at a time when I did not believe in myself, for knowing who I really am before I even knew myself, and for 

helping me become someone I am proud of. But above all, thank you for reserving a place in your heart 

for the hundreds of academic children that you have, and you must know that there will always be a place 

reserved for you in hundreds of hearts. 

Andriani ThemistocleousWhether it was laughs, cries, the smallest issue or the biggest gossip, she was the person to turn to! Such an inspiring teacher, with the greatest energy and will to teach! I am grateful that I had her as my teacher!
 

Diogenis Sergides
In all my 7 years at the GC School, 

History had become my favourite 

subject. I never believed that it 

could become so interesting. The 

reason? Ms Maria! She managed 

with such dedication to make History 

such an amazing subject and that 

was obvious in the attitude of the 

students towards it. Indeed, all 

the students had an unbelievable 

appetite for learning. However, her 

most important achievement was 

the excellent personal relationship 

among her and her students. Thank 

you for all, Ms Maria Chrysanthou!

 

Maria Kenti Kranidioti
An amazing teacher who 
loves her subject, but also one 
who knows the importance of 
creating a connection with her 
class that’s beyond the mere 
teacher-student relationship. 
She was there to calm me 
down during my first years at 
the G C School when I was 
panicking about exams, and 
she was also by my side later 
on when I was panicking about 
all sorts of silly problems. 
Maria taught me to always 
look on the bright side of life 
and understand that things 
are never as bad as they 
seem. I certainly feel lucky to 
have had her as my History 
teacher throughout my high 
school years, but even more 
lucky to have her as my friend. 
Future GC School students, 
you will definitely miss out! 

Juliana Kitsiou
I feel so grateful to have Maria in my life, 

as a teacher but mainly as a FRIEND. 

She has always been willing to help, 

listen to our little problems and give 

smart advice! She is the kind of person 

that everybody needs!

Nicolas Antoniou & 
Fani Efstathiou 
You have been teaching us since 4th form. The features attributed are uncountable, having critical thinking and general knowledge lie along them. We will always remember the unforgettable moments we experienced, the trip to Brussels, it was amazing. But we will never forget you and thirty other students struggling to pass the metro gate with just one group ticket. We wish you the best and you will always be in our hearts.

Styliana Kyriacou 
She is my sunshine. Her bright smile 

made my days, even though she 

sometimes got angry, she never held 

a grudge and that’s why I felt she could 

be one of my best friends. If you respect 

her and her beliefs, she will be nice 

and for sure she will respect you back. 

I want to emphasize, Ms Maria, that you 

are my motivator. I will really miss you, 

sunshine, thank you for everything!

Gregory Neofytou
Maria Chrysanthou has been a great inspiration for me. She is an open-minded teacher with an interesting personality, who has many talents and who is full of knowledge, not afraid to say her opinion out loud, either good or bad. She is always there for her students when they need advice, always ready to help and support them and always kind with everyone. I believe we have a really special relationship since she taught me values and things beyond History that I will not forget. I will miss her a lot but I wish her best of happiness and success in her new beginning in Germany! 

Myranda Andronikou
Maria’s decision to leave will 

be a great loss to the History 

Department. What I will 

always remember her for is 

her humanity and her desire 

to do the right thing. Above 

all I will miss her dedication 

to all the lost causes in the 

world. 

A few words from some colleagues of Ms Chrysanthou  

Anna ProcopiouOur dearest 'Mary', we will miss your lovely smile, your warm heart, your willingness to help anyone who needed your help. I know you have the tendency to be a bit 'forgetful' but do not forget all about us! See you soon! 

Tina Christodoulou Mylona
Maria is a wonderful, spirited 

person, with flair and enthusiasm, 

qualities that I love about her. I 

am deeply sorry she is leaving us, 

on a personal level, but also as a 

teacher, for she is a damn good 

one! On the other hand, being the 

passionate person she is, she is 

going to follow her heart, and I am 

convinced that the heart always 

knows better. Love you friend! 

A bitter-sweet farewell
Chase your dreams and strive hard to accomplish them. Take 
risks, learn from your mistakes and never settle for anything 
less than what you deserve. Don’t let failures divert you from 
your path; your accomplishments are those which define 
you. Seek inspiration and try to become a better person 
every day. Thank you for the wonderful memories, I will cherish them forever. I 
sincerely wish the best of luck to all of you. The time has now come for each one of 
us to take their own way, to evolve and blossom, to become scientists, artists, but 
most importantly worthy members of our society. 

Words are surely not enough to express my gratitude for everything that you have 
done for us, we owe you a lot and we will do our absolute best to make you proud. 
Saying goodbye is hard and I am overwhelmed with bittersweet emotions but this 
journey has left me with the fondest memories. 

Fotini Yiangou
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The Killing 
TV Channel – AMC
Starring: Mireille Enos, Joel Kinnaman, Billy Campbell 
(3 seasons) 

The Killing, an American remake of Danish series, 
Forbrydelsen, lifts the story directly from gloomy 
Copenhagen to an even gloomier Seattle. A 
captivating crime series full of clues and teases, with 
working class characters that aren’t whimsical, where 
the air is blue-black and the drenching rain never 
ends. The pacing of the show is intended to convey 
a sense of what it’s like in real life to solve a crime, 
how the lives of the main characters – the grieving 

family, the police, the suspects – enter into the process at every step, and how the 
heaviness of murder never lifts, even after the crime is solved. Mireille Enos gives a 
remarkable performance as the detective passionately trying to solve the murders. 
A very intense and original series, a must watch.

True Detective
TV Channel – HBO
Starring: Matthew McConaughey, Woody Harrelson, 
Michelle Monaghan (1 season)

A 17-year hunt for a serial killer in Louisiana begins 
with detectives Cohle and Hart joining the search 
in this eight-episode anthology series. A very dark 
search indeed! The interesting part of the series is that 
as a viewer you are also a detective. You see what the 
detective sees. McConaughey manages to fall deep 
into the character of this complex and very troubled, 
rather messed up detective, trying to solve this very 
mysterious murder case paired up with Harrelson, a 

much more obvious and straightforward character. These two guys have never 
been and never will be friends. What brings them together is their desire to do what 
is right, despite each of them having a different concept of what right and wrong are. 
The season’s finale is a true surprise. 

Sherlock 
TV Channel – BBC One
Starring: Benedict Cumberbatch, Martin Freeman, 
Una Srubbs, Andrew Scott
(3 seasons) 

This modern remake of the original Sir Arthur Conan 
Doyle stories has Sherlock Holmes and his loyal 
friend Dr John Watson running around England 
solving bizarre cases. Unfortunately, it airs only 3 
episodes per year. But then again, each episode 
lasts one and a half hours. The series’ main villain, 
Jim Moriarty, cooks something devious for his arch 
nemesis, the super-sleuth, each season. And every 

season leaves its viewers with a cliffhanger. The writers seem loyal to the original 
stories including some of the best such as: The Blind Banker, The Hound of the 
Baskervilles and A Scandal in Belgravia. As a successful remake of the original 
mysteries, the show ranks up to 9 out of a total of 10. 

Agatha Christie’s Poirot 
TV Channel – ITV
Starring: David Suchet, Hugh Fraser, Phillip 
Jackson, Pauline Moran
(13 seasons)

Agatha Christie’s classic mystery tales turned into 
a delightful TV series. The show revolves around 
the famous Belgian detective  Hercule Poirot as he 
travels about Europe encountering murders and 
mysteries. The show is successfully based before 
World War II. Each episode is a new mystery, and 
whether Poirot is travelling around with his friend 
Captain Hastings, or chasing around murder 

suspects in London, he always finds a smart way to confront the killer. Agatha 
Christie’s Poirot is a great show as it is an adaption from the classic novels. It is 
actually so great as to have lasted 13 seasons. Back from 1989 up to 2013, the 
show has offered its viewers all the Hercule Poirot stories and clever alternatives.

Regina Spektor
Regina Spektor is an American singer-songwriter born in 
Moscow. Between 2001 and 2006 more and more people 
started noticing her work as she performed anti-folk songs in 
downtown New York. She managed to sign a contract with 
Warner Bros. and has now released 6 albums. Although not 
that famous, she’s talented and has an amazing voice. Her 
songs might be kind of weird but she sticks to her modern 
style. Almost all her songs include the piano, as she’s an 
expert at it. Also, her wide collection of unorthodox music 
videos ranges from rowing boats to her dancing in the street holding a toy.

Fun Fact: She once played at the White House
Popular Songs: All the Rowboats, You’ve Got Time
 

     Coldplay
Coldplay formed in 1996 and are a British rock band. The band 
consists of the vocalist, Chris Martin, guitarist Jonny Buckland, 
bassist Guy Berryman and drummer Will Champion. In 1998 
they renamed themselves from Starfish to Coldplay. In 2000, 
they achieved worldwide fame with the single Yellow. Coldplay 
have won many music awards such as 3 Brit Awards (Best 
British Group), MTV Video Music Awards and Grammy 
Awards. Coldplay have sold more than 70 million records 
worldwide and were voted the fourth-best band of the 2000s 

by Rolling Stone’s readers.

Fun Fact: While writing the song, Chris Martin noticed the phone directory, ‘The Yellow Pages’ 
and decided to name his song Yellow
Popular Songs: Yellow, Paradise, The Scientist

Of Mice and Men 
by John Steinbeck

Of Mice and Men is a classic 
novel set during California’s Great 
Depression of the 1930’s. The 
book concentrates on two men 
who work as farm labourers. 
George Milton, a nimble, complex 
and driven person helps out his 
friend Lennie Small, a gentle, 
naive giant who is a little mentally 
slow. They both dream of owning a 

farm one day and they need to find the resources to get it. Drifting 
from job to job, they arrive at a new farm. There, they meet new 
people and work hard to achieve their goal. Unfortunately, things 
do not go as planned and despite their good intentions, Lennie 
causes mischief. Of Mice and Men is a great book and a classic. 
It gives us a different perspective of California’s Great Depression, 
with a strong style of writing. It is a well-written book worth reading. 
The novel has been adapted for the screen several times, while 
there have been a number of stage, as well as opera productions 
of it.

WHAT TO WATCH: TV Detective Series
By Aris Hadjiloizou and Nicolas Yerolemou, Form 3

By Aris Hadjiloizou, Form 3 By Aris Hadjiloizou and Savvina Polycarpou, Form 3
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The World in a Spin

Person of the Term

Picture and Story of the Term

Who says that ‘the girl next door’ cannot claim fame and deserve to 
become ‘person of the term’? Anna Todd, an ordinary girl in her early 
twenties living in Texas, has managed to get Hollywood interested 
in her trilogy After. Her story had been published chapter by chapter 
on Wattpad website, an online community in which writers tell 
stories chapter by chapter. Writers don’t get paid by Wattpad, but 
they retain copyright ownership of the chapters they publish. United 
Talent Agency (UTA) has signed to represent screen rights for her 
serialized story. Since After is mainly a fan fiction with its protagonist 
being Harry Styles, from the well-known band One Direction, it has 
become one of Wattpad’s most read series with over 500 million 
readers and has been given the title of ‘The Most Talked About Story 
Online’. The story revolves around the love story between Tessa 
Young, an optimistic freshman at Washington State University, and 
the dark, troubled guy who has stolen her heart. 

Historic Church Service

Thousands of people attended the Good Friday 
service at Ayios Georgios church in Famagusta 
in what was the first such service to be celebrated 
there since 1957. The message sent by the 
organizers was that of peace in Cyprus and 
understanding between Greek Cypriots and 
Turkish Cypriots. As the UN Secretary General’s 
Representative in Cyprus, Lisa Buttenheim, 
said: “After so long, it’s a positive development. 
Such initiatives improve the atmosphere and 
build trust.” The most moving moment was 
when representative of the East Mediterranean 
University Umit Incatci handed to the Bishop the 
church key, saying:“This is not a gift. This is being 
returned to its owner.”

Coachella Music Festival

The Coachella Valley Music and Arts Festival is 
one of the biggest festivals in the USA, with the 
biggest names in the music industry travelling 
to the desert to perform there. It focuses on 
environmental issues and it is a great destination 
for those who want to save the planet and for 
music lovers. This year, the festival took place 
during the two weekends on April 11-13 and 
April 18-20. Some of the artists that performed 
there are: OutKast, Muse, Arcade Fire, the Knife, 
Skrillex, Pharell Williams, Calvin Harris, Lana Del 
Rey and many more.

Sea Tragedy 

The whole world wept at the news of school 
children drowning after South Korean ferry Sewol 
capsized en route from Incheon in South Korea to 
Jeju city. Although some passengers were rescued 
by nearby fishing boats and helicopters were sent 
from both the South Korean government and the 
US Navy, 213 people have been confirmed dead, 
of which most were secondary school students of 
Danwon High School. This has been one of the 
worst peacetime disasters in South Korea. The 
vice principal of the School committed suicide 
after being rescued from the ship, leaving a note 
that “Surviving alone is too painful when 200 lives 
are unaccounted for… I take full responsibility.” 

Dozens of civilians have lost their life in the recent 
events in the Ukraine sparked by the protests 
against President Viktor Yanukovych’s decision to 
withdraw its association with the European Union 
in favour of closer ties with Russia and culminated 
with the Russia’s annexation of the Crimea.

The Crimean Crisis is an ongoing international crisis 
which mainly involves Russia and the Ukraine. After 
imposing economic sanctions on Russia over its 
annexation of the Ukrainian region of Crimea in March, 
the US and EU are at loggerheads again with Moscow 
despite diplomatic efforts in Geneva.
Basically, the Crimean Peninsula in Ukraine is 
mostly populated by Russians and also a minority of 
Ukrainians and Crimean Tatars. Until February 2014 
it was administered by Ukraine as the Autonomous 
Republic of Crimea and the administratively separate 
municipality of Sevastopol. 

The crisis has exposed deep divisions in Ukrainian 
society - between the European-facing west and 
the Russian-facing east. Pro-Russian sentiment is 

strong in regions like Donetsk and Luhansk, Ukraine's 
industrial heartland and vital to the country's economy, 
but the population is much more divided in its loyalties 
to Moscow or Kiev than people were in Crimea.

Short History of the Crimea
The Crimea had been part of Czarist Russia and then 
of the communist Soviet Union, until 19 February 
1954, when the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of 
the USSR issued a decree on the transfer of the region 
to the Ukrainian Soviet Republic.

The Crimean War (1853–1856), a conflict fought 
between the Russian Empire and an alliance of the 
French, the British and the Ottoman Empires. The war 
was part of a long-running contest between the major 
European powers for influence over territories of the 
declining Ottoman Empire. Over half a million people 
were killed. 

During World War II, Crimea was a scene of some of 
the bloodiest battles. Russia's Black Sea Fleet has its 
historic base in the Crimean coastal city of Sevastopol.

Anna Todd

By Christiana Argyrou, Christina Boyiadjis & Leto Patsalidou, Form 4

The Tragedy of the Ukraine
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Education should be far more than lessons in a classroom, 
homework, tests and grades. Education should be all about 
new, exciting experiences which open new horizons of 
understanding. The Comenius programme does exactly this, 
as it brings young people of different nationalities, cultures 
but similar enthusiasm together! 

On 23rd March eleven GCS third-formers, escorted by their 
teachers Aspasia Sierepekli and Maria Chrysanthou, took off for 
Murcia, Spain, as part of the bilateral Comenius Project on ‘Critical 
Literacy as a Means of Developing a More Aware, Tolerant and 
Accepting European Identity’. 

Even though the journey to Murcia was long and tiring (via Athens 
and Madrid, lasting almost 24 hours) the warm welcome at the 
train station by the Spanish students and their families made it 
all worth it. The following day arriving at the Centro Concertando 
Fluenteblanca the whole school cheered the Cypriot students and 
teachers, waving Spanish and Cyprus flags!

Living in the homes of their Spanish peers the Cypriot students felt 
as part of the Spanish families, while they also had the chance to 
get acquainted with Spanish civilization, traditions and culture. A 
tour of the historic centre of Murcia and trips to the beautiful and 
historic cities of Cartagena and Granada were organized by the 
host school.
During their ten-day stay in Murcia the Cypriot students worked 
with their Spanish peers on a number of projects highlighting 
social problems of poverty, racism, xenophobia, gender violence 
and homophobia. They prepared a board game and a play which 
they will demonstrate and perform respectively next year when the 
Spanish students visit Cyprus. A lecture and debate on European 
Identity were also held. All the knowledge and experience of the 
participants will be shared with their peers at School through a 
number of events to take place during the next academic year.

By Fedra Antoniadou and Savvas Stavrinos, Form 3

Egli Metaxa
It's amazing how 11 people whose names I had 
not even known, became my best friends in 
such a short period of time! I hope we can stay 
together as friends for ever!

Lefteris Stylianou
They have been the best 10 days of 
my life. I would give anything to turn 
time back and return to Spain! 

What the Participants Say:

Fedra AntoniadouIt's as if I had known the Spanish students all my life. They have become my second family... 

Nadina Miltiadou
Leaving Spain felt as if I left a piece of my 
heart there. I never thought it was that 
easy to become so attached to people you 
meet for such a short period of time and 
who do not even speak your language! It 
is the best experience of my life.

Kiriaki Lambri
I would give anything to re-live those ten 
days in Spain again. I can't wait to welcome 
my Spanish friends in Cyprus next year!

Savvas Stavrinos
The trip to Spain has been one of the most fascinating and fantastic experiences in my life! I've met a new ‘brother’ (my Spanish host is nothing less than that), a new ‘family’ and made many Spanish friends. Honestly, each day away from my Spanish ‘brother’ and all the new friends I made there makes me feel like a piece of me is missing. I feel very lucky to have been given the opportunity to travel to Spain and live this amazing experience called Comenius. I also had the chance to get to know my Cypriot schoolmates better’ through all the activities and time we spent together. I will never forget this trip! A huge thanks to the teachers in charge!

Christina Tanou
Our Comenius trip to Spain was for 

me one of the greatest experiences! 

I did not only have the chance to 

experience first-hand the lifestyle of 

a Spanish student but I also made 

life-long friendships with them. I 

also came closer with my Cypriot 

schoolmates and got to know them 

better!
Marilia Kramvi
No matter where we come from, which social 

class we belong in, we are all a team and 

we are all friends! This is what I have learnt 

from my Comenius experience! I would not 

have changed one single thing! It has been 

the best experience ever!

Stephanie TanouDespite some difficulties and unexpected events we made it to Murcia and back to Cyprus safe and sound. The new Spanish family I was blessed with is the best gift I have ever been given. I didn’t just have the opportunity to travel and improve my social skills but also to gain memorable experiences.

Comenius Project 

HASTA LUEGO, AMIGOS!
Trip to Spain
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By Nikolina Rafael, Form 7  

Travelling to Kenya may sound weird, crazy or exciting! For Christina 
Christidou of Form 7 it was definitely a shocking and unforgettable 
experience, a chance to test her inner strength and to come to terms with 
the tough realities of a life so different to the one teenagers are used to in 
Cyprus. 

Setting off for Kenya Christina was worried and apprehensive, but she knew this 
trip was something she had set her mind to. Only naturally her parents were worried 
and concerned about her safety as they know the difficulties of living in such a 
country, but she managed to change their minds and they finally agreed. She was 
motivated as she wanted to offer as much as she could to children who need help 
more than anyone else. With the help of School Counsellor Marianna Zittis she 
prepared for the trip. 

The First Shock!
Her first reaction upon arrival was shock! Christina even had thoughts of returning 
back home. Taking a shower suddenly became a luxury, but when she had the 
chance it felt like a blessing. She also had to get used to washing her clothes by 
hand outdoors in the garden. In the beginning she would eat just bread but she 
gradually had to get used to traditional food, in order not to be rude. 

A Tough World!
Every day Christina would visit a clinic carrying out different tasks: attending the 
Pharmacy, the Lab testing for Malaria, filling in booklets of newborns and children 
and First-Aid. Her experience was shocking! 

She remembers an injured man with a wound on his eyebrow, who would patiently 
wait for long hours for treatment. She recalls visiting the maternity home, with all 
women staying together in one room until they went into labour. They would not 
be attended by doctors but by other women and had no specialized care. After 
giving birth they had to go outside and wash themselves. Because of the lack of 
facilities and technology instead of using ultrasound they would try to understand 
the position of the baby by touching the woman’s belly and listen to the heartbeat 
by placing a glass on her stomach. 

The worst experience, however, was when was little children were visiting the 
Pharmacy, requesting medication for AIDS and HIV!

EXPERIENCING LIFE IN AFRICA
IS NOT ONLY FOR SAFARI

Bitter-Sweet Memories
In a paradoxical way the best 
memory for Christina was the 
visit to a house that was hosting 
girls under 12 who had been 
victims of rape or abuse by their 
own parents. It was a secretly 
located house far away from the 
city where no man was allowed 
access. All the girls living there 
considered each other as 
family. The girls were thrilled by 
the visit as it meant so much for 
them that someone cared for 
them. 

Christina felt blessed as she had the opportunity to connect with the girls, especially 
with a 3-year old girl who hugged and welcomed her but saying goodbye was so 
hard!

She also visited a school in order to distribute medicine for ringworm to children. 
There she realized the hardships of education with overcrowded classes.

 “Look, a white girl!” someone shouted from far away and suddenly a number of 
children surrounded Christina and started touching her skin. It was strange and 
new as kids don’t have the opportunity to be around white-skinned people. 

An Eye-Opening Experience
Kenya is an example of a country divided in two classes, people with power and 
money and ordinary poor people. The trip to Kenya offered Christina a lot as she 
learned to appreciate everything she has in life without asking for more. It was a 
once in a lifetime experience that changed her as a person as she now appreciates 
every little thing she has and wishes to transmit her experience and all she has 
learned to her friends and peers. 

66 billion girls don’t have the chance to be educated. They are exploited, forced to work and marry young. 
As an inspiration the movie “Girl Rising” 30 students from form 3, empathized with those girls and decided 
to raise money to support them.

The students ate breakfast and came to school only allowed to drink water and juice, as their aim to last 
30 hours with plain rice for dinner. At the end of the school day, they stayed at school premises with our 
geography teachers; Mrs. Linda Mousoulides and Mrs. Marianna Theodotou. They played football in the 
courts, card games, painted a poster and listened to music until 6:00 pm when they ate their meal of the 
day. They slept in the school cafeteria in their sleeping bags and woke up early in the morning. Throughout 
their stay, the students held a diary and wrote their feelings and thoughts.

To sum up, even though a lot of students felt hungry most of the time, all students had fun and they were 
hyperactive all the time and positive energy prevailed in the cafeteria. They managed to raise over 1000 
euros, which will be donated, through World Vision, to support girls who have no right in education in 
developing countries.

By Fedra Antoniadou, Froso Savvidou, and Marios Koliandris, Form 3

Girl Rising…30-Hour Famine
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The day that we all had been waiting for was finally here. We 
had gathered in the School yard, clutching our luggage, full of 
excitement. A wide smile was drawn on every fourth former’s face! 

After a long trip we 
were finally there, 
in Italy, Milan to 
be precise! Padua 
the city where we 
would be staying 
was four hours 
away from the 
airport of Milan, but 
we did not care, as 
long as we were in 
Italy! Despite our 
enthusiasm, after 
such a long and 

By Elli Hadjimarkou, Form 4

BELLA
I TALIA!

The fourth-form trip abroad is definitely one of the 
highlights of GCS school life. The destination is not 
always the same; the experience and the feelings of 
the students participating, however, are: excitement, 

entertainment, fun, bonding and, unquestionably, 
beautiful memories that will never fade.

exhausting trip (Larnaca-Athens-Milano-Padua) we were all worn out. When we arrived at the hotel 
some pasta and a good night’s sleep was all we needed! Our adventure in Italy was about to begin.

Shops, Romance… and Fast Cars!
The suspense we were feeling for the first day 
helped us keep up! Leaving the Franciacorta outlet 
behind, we were heading towards fascinating and 
romantic Verona. Taking a picture touching Juliet’s 
statue was of course ‘essential’!

In Maranello we had a unique experience since 
we visited the remarkable museum of Ferrari. This 
extraordinary construction accommodates all the 
F1 World Championship cars the Scuderia Ferrari 
has won since 1999 as well as the trophies. On 
our way back to Padua we visited Ferrara a 
beautiful and picturesque city where we enjoyed 
a perfect Italian gelato.

Venice! So magical, so special, so mesmerizing! The small islands, separated by canals, which Venice 
is sited on, are connected by countless bridges! Indeed, the gondola is the significant characteristic of 
Venice and also the only form of transport.  

I believe that everyone will agree with me that Gardaland was something outstanding. Our adrenaline 
was at its highest levels while we were queuing to get on the thrilling rollercoasters.

Just like every great thing in life comes to an end, it was time for us to return back home! This trip gave 
us the chance to bond and gain memories and experiences of a lifetime! I wish we could go back and 
relive every second of it!
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Stelios Tsinonta 
1. Beach volley is the best. You 
have great moments with your 
friends.

2. When I think of summer I think of 
a beach volley ball!

3. It takes some practice, but it’s 
really easy.

4. It’s amazing! Wild dives. Wild fun!

5. No beach-volley… no summer!

Questions

SUMMER
SPORTS

SUMMER
SPORTS

By Panayiotis Leonidou, Form 4

Summer is at our doorstep and exams will soon (thank God!) be 
over. It is therefore time to relax and enjoy the summer holidays! 
A number of GCS summer-lovers have already made plans of 

combining pleasure and fun with good exercise. 
Here are their suggestions:

Questions

1Which is your 
favourite 
summer sport? 2Is it part of your 

summer holiday?
3How difficult 

is it? 4How does 
it make you 
feel?

5Can you imagine 
summer without it?

Haris Damaskinos 
1. Water Skiing, as it combines 
water and air.

2. It’s pretty much a part of the 
summer! 

3. It requires a few lessons but it’s 
definitely fun! 

4. Powerless as you depend on the 
one driving the speed boat. The 
feeling of the wind and jumping over 
the waves is indescribable.

5. No!

Panayiotis 
Leonidou 
1. Scuba Diving! If there are a 
million things to discover above sea 
level, there are billions below.

2. It’s the adventure and mystery 
part of summer. You never know 
what you will find. 

3. You must learn and follow the 
instructions; otherwise scuba diving 
can be extremely dangerous.

4. Alone. Like an intruder in a new 
world and really small at the sight of 
the underwater life.

5. Yes, I can imagine summer 
without it ... but it won’t be called 
summer!

Tereza Takou 
1. Swimming. What better in the hot 
Cyprus weather?
 
2. Yes, because it combines fun 
and good exercise. 

3. Like with most sports, if you want 
to excel, you would need to train, 
but you could still enjoy it without 
training.

4. Free and fantastic!

5. Without it summer would be 
miserable. Personally after so 
many years of swimming, without 
it I would be like a fish out of water.



16 Farewell

Auf Wiedersehen Frau Ioannidou!

Frau Dorothy has been a German teacher at the GCS since 
1986. She has also been a member of the School Disciplinary 
Committee. It is so hard to find words to describe her. She has 
always been there for her students, ready to help and advise. 
Having the opportunity to be her student for five years, I could 
easily say that she not only cared about teaching us German 
but, above all, she wanted us to become better people, to know 
what is happening around us, as well as to give us the chance to 
expand our general knowledge. Her German lesson was not just 
a language lesson. It was a lesson of life! A lesson about how to 
behave and how to manage in difficult situations. As a teacher 
she was so passionate and spirited. She loved her job, and she 
believed in her students more than they believed in themselves!

It is never easy to end such a long journey in the world of teaching. 
Our School loses a great person and an extremely good teacher, 
and without her will be the poorer.

I would like to wish you, Frau Dorothy, all the best and good luck 
in your new beginning away from teaching. I am sure that it’s hard; 
however, I am also sure that you will find many other fascinating 
things to do. I would like to thank you for all the things you have 
taught me as well as for all the advice and the opportunities you 
have given me to explore the world from a different point of view. 
You will never be forgotten because you managed to reserve a 
place in our hearts! 

Michalis Orphanou, Form 6
As a student of Frau Ioannidou, I can say that she is an excellent 
teacher who taught her lesson in a way that attracted the students. 
But the most important thing about her was that she went far 
beyond teaching German and always gave us lessons of life. She 
always tried to make us understand that being a person means 
that you have to act like a person!
       
Alexandra Zissimidou, Form 7
I met Frau Dorothy about 5 years ago. She seemed to me then 
(and most probably still seems to many students) one of strictest 
teachers. Surprisingly she wasn't that strict and I had a lot of fun 
in her class. I can still recall (as most of her students) the German 
songs she taught us and the fun we had with her in class. I want 
to wish her good luck for her next step in her life.

Andrea Evdokimou, Form 7    
The first day she came into the class, she was speaking German, 
alone; nobody understood what she was saying. Then, she 
started with some songs: “Wie heißt das auf Deutch?“ And the 
other one: “ Ich bin Ausländer und spreche nicht gut Deutsch“. 
After the songs? Her dance started! In those 5 years she was 
teaching me, I did not learn only the German language. I learned 
a lot of interesting things but also how to think like a proper person 
and that means personally for me a teacher. She is a person that 
our school will miss. Her absence will be noted. 

Polina Charalambous 2008-Grad
When I was a student at the GCS I could never have imagined 
how useful the knowledge of German would be, and I thoroughly 
enjoyed the so interesting and lively way in which Frau Ioannidou 
taught us the language and filled us with interesting information 
about Germany, its history, its customs and traditions and the 
mentality and idiosyncrasy of the German people! During the 
third year of my fashion design studies, I chose to undertake a 
placement at PUMA for a year in Nuremberg, Germany, where the 
fact that I spoke German helped me in securing the running and 
training design intern position. Both the language and life lessons 
I learned from Frau Ioannidou made it easier to adjust to the way 
of living and also work well in a German-speaking environment. 
My dear Frau, thank you for everything!

Maria Kenti kranidioti 2012-Grad
By the time we reached the 7th form our German A level class 
was made up only by two students.. We were really enjoying the 
benefits of a small class, the main one being that we got to know 
Mrs Dorothea or 'Frau' as we call her much better than any other of 
her students.. She is a wonderful person and an excellent teacher 
who made us fall in love with and see the beauty of a language 
that most people stereotypically consider 'harsh' or 'brutal'.. Those 
German classes were more like a nice discussion with friends. 
I really miss those days! I feel truly lucky for having her as my 
German teacher and eventually my wise mentor and friend. 

Frau D, ich erinnere mich immer, dass es nicht nur eine 
Hauptstraße gibt!

DA Teacher of Life Lessons!
Dorothy Ioannidou 

A Teacher of Life Lessons!
It is not so easy to leave the GCS after almost 30 years, but this summer 
we unfortunately have to bid farewell to our beloved German teacher, a 
passionate teacher and above all a genuine person who cared about so 

much more than how we manage to speak the German language!

By Elena Philippou, Form 6

Mrs Ioannidou has taught 

hundreds of students. 

Whether still at our 

School or having long 

graduated, they all still 

remember her with great 

affection. 


