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I KNOW
WHAT YOU DID 

LAST SUMMER 

This year’s Barbecue Night was a special 
one! It was the 20th BBQ of the GC 
School of Careers, as this charity event 
has been organised every year since 
1994 by the 7th formers of the School. 
The proceeds have been donated to the 

ROCKED 
THE NIGHT 
AWAY
ROCKED 
THE NIGHT 
AWAY

I KNOW
WHAT YOU DID 

LAST SUMMER 

Last summer some of 
us had a job to do; these 
are the people who 
were selected or were 
awarded scholarships 
and represented the 
GCS making it proud in 
various programmes in 
Cyprus and abroad…
read more on page 10.

Unchained
Youth
“Man is born free, and 
everywhere he is in chains” 
(Jean-Jacques Rousseau). 
Society seems to have set 
very specific guidelines which 
the youth is forced to follow, 
completely disregarding our
personal choices concerning 
both career and lifestyle. 
Aspired careers and lifestyles 
are not achieved and even 
when they are pursued, 
they are often mocked and 
undervalued. In order to avoid 
this apathetic approach to 
such matters, our generation 
should be allowed to believe 
in greatness and leadership, 
have aspirations and desires 
without being mocked or 
moulded into false ideals…
read more on page 15.

Does it make a difference 
being a newcomer or a 
leaver at the GCS? Aren’t 
we all students after all? We 
must not forget that every 
7th former was a newcomer 
once, and every newcomer 
will become a leaver at some 
point… read more on page 8. 

WE GRILLED 
OU

TTHE BEAST

Cyprus Anti-cancer Society and the Stelios 
Hadjipetris Foundation Scholarship Fund. 
It was the Grads’ 15 turn to experience 
the organisation of this big event for such 
a good purpose. Grads 15 are promising 
that the BBQ was only the beginning and 

that they are looking forward to many more 
amazing events this year. Organising their 
first major event though, was not always 
easy. It took our 7th formers lots and lots of 
hours of planning and hard work. But, it was 
all worth it… read more on page 4.

VsNEWCOMERS
LEAVERS

Form 5 rocked the night 
away! Form 5, under the 
supervision of their music 
teacher Mr George Zenios, 
organised on November 
7th the GCS Rock Night 
2014! Having successfully 
auditioned for the event, 
thirteen rock bands from 
the G C School and other 
private and public schools 
in Nicosia took part in the 
concert, all net proceeds of 
which have been donated 
to KENTHEA, an NGO 
volunteer organisation that 
creates awareness about 
drug prevention.  An amazing 
night to remember… read 
more on page 6. 
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An eventful first term has come to 
an end…

Welcome to the first GCS-info for the 
current academic year; a busy and 
lively first term has come to an end 
with a handful of invigorating activities. 

In this issue, we are proudly 
presenting our gold medallist Ioannis 
Christophides. This issue also takes 
you back to the very well-organised 
Barbeque 2014 and the GCS 
Rock Night. Moreover, uncover the 
relationship and the contrast between 
Newcomers and Leavers as far as 
school life is concerned. 

We are proud to present the students 
who were selected and awarded with 
scholarships and honoured our school 
with their participation in summer 
programmes both in Cyprus and 
abroad.

Furthermore, in the current issue you 
can find out about all the work done 
by various GCS clubs and societies. 
But this is not all as regards the GCS-
info. Discover also in this issue youth’s 
plan of breaking free from society’s 
pre-established ideals and backward 
thinking.

My thanks are due to the editorial 
committee, students and teachers 
to have been of immense help in 
breathing life into these pages.

We hope that you enjoy reading this 
paper! May we all have an even more 
fruitful time ahead!

Christiana Socratous 

Congratulations
to our Edexcel High Achievers

We are extremely proud to announce the names of our students who will be awarded the Pearson High Achievers Award by 
the Edexcel Board of Examinations for having excelled in the May/June 2014 examination series. On 21 November the School 
was informed that Nicoletta Christodoulou of Form 6 achieved the highest subject mark in Europe in both IGCSE Economics 
and IGCSE Human Biology, Stephanie Lemesianou of Form 6 achieved the highest international subject mark in IGCSE Art 
and Design, and Leto Patsalidou and Andreas David of Form 5 achieved the highest international subject mark (joint) in IGCSE 
Mathematics. Congratulations guys! We are sure the best is yet to come. A-levels (lol)! 

Learning How to
Learn
The School’s Careers Department 
organised a workshop on study 
skills and learning methods on 
23 September. Form 1 students 
were provided with several 
learning methods and guidelines 
concerning planning. The seminar 
instructors were our Academic 
Advisor Dr Emilios Solomou 
and our Careers Counsellor Mrs 
Marianna Zittis.  

GCS Students Adopt Abandoned Dog 
Our School participates in the sponsorship programme organised by Dogathon and 
contributes to the medical care of abandoned dogs at the Nicosia Dog Shelter. The GCS 
has in fact adopted one of the shelter’s dogs. A picture of the students involved in the 
programme will be featured in the shelter’s 2015 calendar.

GCS Flash Mob 

Early in October, a large 
number of GCS students and 
teachers participated in the 
MOVE WEEK programme 
- an annual Europe-wide 
event and an integral part of 
the NowWeMove Campaign, 
which promotes physical 
activity. Our participation 
involved a hasaposerviko flash 
mob routine in the school yard 
during break time!

Who Wants to be an… Engineer 
On 2 October, the Careers Department organised a presentation 
on Engineering. The purpose of the presentation was to 
give students a clear understanding of the civil engineering 
profession. The attendees were provided with information on 
what civil engineering is, why somebody should be interested 
and how to overcome the challenges of civil engineering.

Hunting
for Treasure 
Sixty students from Forms 1 to 7 
participated in the annual maths-
related Treasure Hunt organised 
by the Mathematics Department on 
2 October. Groups of 3-5 students 
searched for hidden words, locations 
and places using a series of clues 
(quite challenging at times, we 
must admit). The winners were 
Constantinos Hadgigregoriades, 
Stefanos Theodoulou, Marios 
Christoforou and Chonstantinos 
Aspris (F2).

Creating Awareness
The School arranged 
for a lecture on breast 
cancer on 16 October. 
The lecture aimed at 
creating awareness 
on its early detection, 
treatment and support 
resources. The guest 
speakers were Dr 

Andri Polydorou, Obstetrician-Gynaecologist and 
Mrs Nitsa Soteriou, member of the EUROPA DONNA 
CYPRUS Board of Directors. The lecture was 
followed by the fundraising sale of Europa Donna 
products. 

Trickin’ & Treatin’ 
for Charity
On 31 October the Student 
Council in cooperation with 
the students of Form 7 
organised ‘Halloween Day at 
GCS’, a fundraising ‘Trick or 
Treat’ activity, where students 
donated money to ‘trick or 
treat’ classmates, teachers 
and friends. On the same day, 
the GCS Library organised a 
special session of Halloween 
activities, spooky stories and 
scary movies.  

Economy & its Prospects
The Economics Department 
organised a lecture for Forms 5 and 
6 on 29 October. The topic of the 
lecture was ‘Cyprus Economy and 
its Prospects’ and the guest lecturer 
was Dr Paris Cleanthous, Director of 
MBA and MPSM Programmes, and 
Associate Professor of Marketing and 
Strategy at the CIIM.

Go Tell it on the Mountain 
On 7 November the 
Activities Committee 
organised this year’s 
first Lower School. 
The students spent 
the day at the 
Adventure Park in 
Kyperounta, where 
they participated in 

the Compass Game - a game played in the forest 
using a basic compass to calculate one’s way out 
of the forest, and beat the opponents to the final 
destination. Most teams did surprisingly well and 
nobody was lost in the mountains!  

Tedx  
Having been selected to be part of the team setting up 
Tedx Nicosia, five Upper School students participated 
in the Tedx Conference held in November. TED (Ideas 
Worth Spreading) is a global community, welcoming 
people from every discipline and culture who seek a 
deeper understanding of the world.

BITS&pieces

Nî hao to You All!
On 23 October all Form 1 classes 
attended a presentation organised by 
officials from the Beijing Institute of 
Education. The aim of the presentation 
was to create or increase awareness 
for the Chinese culture. During the 
presentation the GCS students 
learned some basic Chinese words, 
sang Chinese songs and watched a 
Chinese dancer in action. 

Nicoletta Christodoulou Stephanie Lemesianou Leto Patsalidou Andreas David 

by Gianna Gavriel 
and Pavlos Papadopoulos
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Ioannis Christofides

Ever since he can remember himself, he has had this immense passion for 
sports.  As a child, he used to be a boy that just loved to move around. Last 
year, he represented Cyprus in the Panhellenic Track & Field Games for 
students up to the age of 18, and won the Gold Medal in 100m. 

“If you want to 

succeed in sports 

and generally in life, 

you have to believe 

in yourself, set high 

goals and never give 

up on them. 

And as Usain Bolt 

said:"to recognise 

success, you must 

endure failure”.

How and when did you start 
practising sports?
I come from a family of athletes. 
My mother used to be a Track & 
Field champion and my brother 
was one too. However, I started 
playing tennis at the age of 
seven, as I have a cousin who 
was a tennis champion and at 
the time, he had encouraged me 
to start playing too.

What do you like most about 
the sport you do?
Now, I am an athlete of Track & 
Field and more specifically I’m 
a sprinter, running 100m and 
200m. What I enjoy the most is 
the satisfaction after a victory, 
and the feeling that all the hard 
training and sacrifices are paid 
off.

So, have you stopped playing 
tennis?
Yes, I stopped one and a half 
years ago due to an injury on 
the spinal cord. I could not play 
for as many hours as I wanted! 
Another reason is that I had 
better results in Track and Field 
sports than in tennis, so I chose 
to focus on track and field.

2014 Gold Medalist in the Panhellenic Track & Field 
Games, Gold Medalist in the Pancyprian Track & 
Field Competition and Gold Medalist in the Nicosia 
District Track & Field Games

How do you cope with 
training, school, and social 
life?
I am quite used to it now as 
I have been dealing with this 
since I was a young boy. It’s all 
about time management and 
knowing your priorities! There 
is a lot of time within a day; 
the key is to take advantage of 
every minute and not to waste 
your time!

How did you feel once you 
got the medal?
Well, from the beginning of 
the year, that competition had 
been my goal and I had trained 
very hard for it. Nevertheless, 
what made me really want that 
Medal was the fact that 2 days 
earlier some very good friends 
of mine had had a very serious 
car accident; I wanted to win for 
them!

FACTFILE

BIRTHDAY
21/12/1997

CLASS
6 Yellow

SUBJECTS AT SCHOOL
Biology, Chemistry, Physics, 
Maths

LIKES
listening to music, watching 
movies, hanging out with 
friends and generally having 
fun…

THREE WORDS THAT BEST 
DESCRIBE HIM
 passionate, focused, humorous

Daily Routine 
• Wake up

• 7:45 Go to school
• 1:45 Come back home

• Eat and rest
• 4:00 -6:00 training 

• 7:00 come back home
• Relax + eat with the family
• Study + use the computer

• Sleep.

MOTIVATION IS THE KEY

WORD 
OF 

ADVICE

by Fotini Iacovou, Athina Zitti and Chrysanthos Aristodimou

Best Athlete Award 13-14
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10 
SEPT 
2014
THE DAY HAS COME. 7th formers can’t wait to 
grill out the beast! The food team is in the kitchen, 
taking care of salad, souvlakia, ribs etc. Tables are 
set and cleaned in the centre of the school yard. The 
sound check is done. The stalls and the haunted 
house, after days of preparation, are finally ready 
to welcome kids, students, adults and parents. At 6 
o’ clock everything is ready and everyone is at their 
designated place. Antenna FM is already at G C 
School. Around 8 o’ clock the party starts. The best 
souvlaki is being served at GCS!

This year, the annual BBQ of our school was a special 
one. The BBQ of 2014-15 was the 20th BBQ of the 
GC School of Careers. The GCS BBQ has been 
organised every year since 1994 by the 7th formers 
of the school and it is a charity event. The proceeds 
are donated to the Anti-cancer Society of Cyprus and 
the Stelios Hadjipetris Foundation Scholarship Fund. 

This year we were the organisers. We lived the 
unbelievable experience of organising such a big 
event for such a good purpose. Organising it was not 
easy. It took us lots and lots of hours of planning and 
hard work. Each one of us contributed to the fullest in 
order for this event to take place. 

06 
SEPT 
2014
The final countdown has already started 
for the BBQ2014-15. Each 7th former is 
allocated a duty. Divided into committees 
for organisation, food preparation and 
promotion, we are ready to start organising 
one of the biggest events of the G C School 
of Careers.  The supplies are on their way. 
Meanwhile, as we wish to break up the 
chain from the mainstream, the promotion 
team releases the 1st promo video with 
Andreas Xenofontos and Maria Demou as 
protagonists. Auditions for the singers who 
wish to perform at the BBQ are in progress.

07 
SEPT 
2014
The promo video comments are so 
encouraging that we start working on 
a second one. The posters are ready. 
School walls are filled with posters 
of Homer Simpson. In an attempt to 
grasp the attention of facebookers, we 
think of starting the ‘selfie’ competition 
#cantwaitogrillouthebeast. Preparations 
for the games are almost done and 
the 7th formers are delighted for the 
countdown of the first event that we are 
going to organise as a team.

08 
SEPT 
2014
 The second promo video (thanks 
to APsquared) is released on 
Facebook, reaching over 2000 
views in one night. The tickets 
are running out! While the date 
of the event is getting nearer 
and nearer, the 7th formers 
wear the purple ID T-shirts in 
another attempt to promote their 
event. Many non- 7th formers 
keep asking if they can also be 
provided with the special t-shirt!

09 
SEPT 
2014
Supplies are 
finally here. 
The map of the 
games is printed 
out and pinned 
on the walls of 
the school. The 
promotion team 
is on fire. The organisation team is ready for 
the setup of the stalls and the food team is 
ready to amaze crowds with their cooking 
skills. 7th formers gather together for the last 
details.

GRILLED
#BBQ 14-15

OU
T BEASTTHE

Countdown Starts

by Elena Philippou, Irene Efthymiou, Marilena Papaeti and Angelo Odysseos
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PANAYIOTA 
CHRYSOSTOMOU 
(Form 7)

The BBQ from the point of view of a 
photographer:
This year's BBQ started off with high expectations. Before 
long, the expectations were proven right! A perfectly 
organised event which attracted all kinds of people. You 
enjoyed watching friends, children and families spending 
enjoying themselves in every corner of the school. Even 
though there were a bunch of us taking photos at the event, 
it seemed like there weren’t enough of us to capture every 
moment. Indeed one of the best organised and fun BBQs 
ever. 

AFTERTHOUGHTS
Our Barbecue Night was definitely successful in its aims which were to collect a sufficient 
amount of money so as to support the Anti-cancer Society as well as ensure that people enjoy 
their night! We are therefore very glad that everyone that joined our event left feeling happy and 
with full stomachs! We want to warmly thank all of our teachers and the staff of the school for 
their help and of course every one of you who attended. 

We, as Grads 15, are promising that the Barbecue Night was only the beginning and that we 
are looking forward to many more amazing events! THE BEST IS YET TO COME!!

DURING THE BBQ
After having set the ground for an amazing night, BBQ14-15 is beyond everyone’s expectations. 
Overwhelmed by an amicable aura, good music, delicious food and a lot of energy, the night is 
a complete success. It must be noted that for the first time 7th formers launch a ‘Food Market’ 
selling pizza, kebab, Chinese food and a variety of other tasty food, while those with a sweet 
tooth can enjoy the rich buffet of sweets.  The ingredients though, that boost the night’s triumph, 
also include an amalgamation of new and original games suitable for all ages and tastes, among 
them darts, beer bong, Segways and many more. A ‘photo booth’ has also been hired.  And as a 
GCS Barbeque always has its own lights of showbiz, popular footballers and actors are among 
the special guests, signing autographs for their young fans.  Last but not least, there is plenty 
of live music and dances by students from our school and their teams who fill the night with 
mirthfulness and entertainment. Undoubtedly, BBQ 14-15 is a night full of surprises, presents 
and authentic ideas that manages to win everyone’s attention.

ELENA 
PASCHALI
(GCS Teacher)

‘As soon as I arrived at school, the yard was buzzing with 
positive energy and excitement!  I smiled and from that moment 
I knew that the long lasting hours of work that GRADS 15 
had spent in planning, developing, and promoting this event 
would pay off! As I was walking around the school premises, 
I was impressed by the various activities which were set up 
in such detail! I was amazed at how well responsibilities were 
shared among the students and how effectively the different 
tasks were being managed! I am so proud of GRADS 15 who 
have managed to organise this unique event so successfully 
and in such a mature way!’ 

ORESTIS 
COLLINS
 (School President)

‘Hashtag. Promo Videos. Massive Promotion. 
Food Market. Live dance and music. The BBQ 
of change. The BBQ of innovation.’ 

LAZAROS 
EFTHYMIOU 
(Form 4)

An amazing night for everyone. I really enjoyed 
the futsal tournament while I was fascinated by 
the excellent music. 

EVA 
PANAYIOTIDOU
(Form 6)

Undoub ted l y, 
it was a well 
organised event 
with unique 
activities that 
were organised 
for the first time. 
It was really 
successful and 
the food was 
delicious.

Comments by Others
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ROCK 
NIGHT 
201 4

ROCK 
NIGHT 
201 4

The students worked extremely hard and put 
a lot of time and effort into Rock Night 2014, 
which turned out to be a great success. All 
proceeds have been donated to the KENTHEA 
organisation, which helps raise awareness 
about drug prevention.

Performers had the chance to express their love 
for music at this enjoyable event and managed 
to create an entertaining performance for the 
vast audience which attended our Rock Night. 
All bands and singers were talented and the fifth 
formers were flooded with positive comments 
from fellow students, teachers and friends who 
had spent the night at this delightful event and 
immensely enjoyed themselves. This was a 
great reward for all the fifth form's teamwork, 
as the Rock Night resulted in being a great 
achievement. 

IT WASN'T JUST NOTICED; 
IT WILL ALWAYS BE REMEMBERED!

The GCS fifth formers successfully organised 
the annual Rock Night this year with the help 
of their teacher George Zenios and, with great 
efforts, managed to create an event that not 
only included incredible Rock Music, but was 
all for a good cause and brought students 
together.

It took a lot of time and hard work in order to 
organise such a popular school event and Form 
5 managed to create a night of really good 
fun. The students worked together, created 
banners and carefully chose the appropriate 
bands spending endless hours after school 
and at weekends to offer the best possible 
entertainment. On the night, all Form 5 students 
contributed to the organization of the event 
and made Rock Night 2014 as successful as 
possible, as hundreds of people showed up and 
admitted that the event was amazing.

Such charitable events are extremely popular, 
and the Grads 17 are just starting to create such 
memorable moments and happenings. Many 
more will follow in the next few years which 
will continue to make the school proud and 
effectively raise money and entertain people.

by Estela Ioannidou and Nefeli Kolovopoulou
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Our Rock Night 
Bands

Rock night was a great mixture of different types 
of rock from an altered version of Bon Iver’s 
"Skinny Love" to Ozzy Osbournes’s "Crazy 
Train"; the night suited everyone’s music likings. 
The majority of the bands that performed have 
been together for more than two years and their 
main genre is rock. It was a great opportunity 
for all these bands to get noticed, to gain more 
experiences and showcase their talents to 
their friends and many others. Grads 17 would 
like to thank all bands and their musicians for 
contributing to the success of Rock Night 2015. 
Your time and effort are very much appreciated!

Highlights
The most anticipated part was left to the end! 
Our very own Irresolutes, who have been 
together for numerous years and have taken 
part many times in previous Rock nights, 
performed before their audience. All 7th formers 
were there to cheer them on and support them. It 
was an emotional and bittersweet performance 
to watch and it will be remembered by whoever 
was there that night. The final entry was a 
performance by our beloved and extremely 
talented classmate, George Sidiropoulos who 
blew away the audience. The concert’s finale 
had been carefully planned by the 5th formers: 
it was an amazing song performed by all Form 5 
students, sung in a magical atmosphere. 

Start searching for quotes for your Year as soon as 
possible (preferrably in September!)

Start the banners’ designs at the beginning of the 
year too, so you won’t be stressed the week before.

Don’t wait for teachers to tell you what to do! Use your 
common sense and get organised.

Have your sponsors ready and make sure that you 
have enough of them!

Try to be unique! Strive to be remembered (like Grads 
17).

DON’T FIGHT WITH YOUR CLASSMATES.

'Forever' sometimes lasts a moment. The moment Mr 
Zenios appointed me to be the person-in-charge of the 
bands, I knew that a great deal of weight would be put 
on my shoulders. The excitement, the pressure, the 
anxiety, as well as the actual organisation of the event, 
are things I’ll never forget!
Emily Apostolidou

Watching an idea becoming a real event is always 
a breathtaking experience. Standing on the stage 
presenting the event we had all worked for, was even 
more inspiring. That is the moment I’ll never forget!
Marios Charilaou

The moment when the electric guitar of the first band 
played its first solo!
Christoforos Triantafyllou

The endless hours we spent in the auditorium while 
bands were auditioning, and the breaks we spent 
eating pizza and singing. 
Christina Efthymiou

The moment we were trying to finish a 10m banner in 
the rain the day before the event!
Panayiotis Leonidou

Right after the show when everybody else had left and 
George Sidiropoulos played songs on his guitar. It was 
freezing cold, but we kept each other warm.
Nicole Panayiotou

When the whole building looked as if it was on fire: “No 
Pyro, No Party”!
George Kakkouras 

The moment our own Panayiotis Diogenous got on 
stage.
George Aristodemou, Fedonas Demetriou

The whole experience was amazing! But what we will 
never forget is the last song we sang as a Form!
Eleni Demou, Joanna Clark

Moments 
we’ll never forget

Tips for next year’s rock 
night organisers:

1
2
3
4
5
6
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Does it make a difference being a 
newcomer or a leaver at the GCS? 
Aren’t we all students after all? 

We are indeed, but the 7-year period makes a newcomer 
be quite different from a leaver. The 7th former is about to 
end the journey of his student-life, while at the same time the 
newcomer is eager to start his new high-school life. There 
are numerous differences between the two: attitude towards 
teachers, grades, school life, daily routine, and even uniform. 
Even though they differ, we must not forget that every 7th 
former was a newcomer once, and every newcomer will 
become a leaver at some point. Despite our differences, 
we often notice how the 1st formers seem to admire the 
7th formers and at the same time, we see the way the 7th 
formers support and care for the youngest students of the 
school.

NEWCOMERS

Philippides Kleitos 
(1 Green)

As a newcomer, you are given 
the opportunity to experience a 
very special feeling. Whilst you 
are used to the primary school’s 
routine, you suddenly find 
yourself at a place with much 
older – and bigger – students; 
a place with much higher 
demands and expectations, 
which however, offers you 
many good moments as 
well. In my opinion, all this 
contributes to the life of a 1st former and it inspires him 
to move on, feeling even stronger.

Papavassiliou Andreas (7 
Yellow)

It was September 2008 when 
I first walked into this school 
without knowing anyone, 
without any friends, shy 
to talk to anyone…Now, 
7 years later, I walk into 
the school every day 
saying good morning to, 
basically, everyone. As a 
7th former everything has 

changed. The relationship with 
our teachers is different, as we have known them for 7 

years. We are more like friends and they give us all the advice we need not only for 
school but for our personal life too. Now as a leaver, I feel the whole school like my family 
and it’s very difficult for me to leave anyone behind.

Yiallouri Panayiota 
(1 Orange)

A Form 1 student’s life at school 
can be rather confusing at 
times because everything is 
so different from the primary 
school. Now, as first graders, 
we feel sad and upset when 
we get low marks, but we 
have a lot of positive things 
to be happy about here as 
well!

Maouri Meria 
(7 Blue)

Things have changed 
throughout these seven 
years and the difference 
has been amazing since 
Form 1. I can remember 
myself being too worried 
about my grades and 
about being consistent 
with my school uniform.
Now, as a leaver I 
have stopped being 
too concerned about 

minor things. What’s more, the relationship we used to have with our 
teachers has developed into a friendship. These are the things that will be missed the most. 

LEAVERS

Form 1 - 2014

by Panayioya Chrysostomou, Maria Karolidou and Marilena Sakka
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Philippou Elena (7 Yellow)

The term ‘teacher’ underestimates what our teachers are actually 
to us. They are more like our parents and they advise us as if we 
were their own children. Reasonably, a student cannot have this 
very special relationship with all the teachers of the school, but 
some of them are our ‘second family’. We owe them a lot! This 
year we are graduating. I am pretty sure that when we leave, the 
gap left in our heart will never be replaced. Nobody will remember 
the ‘bad days’, our disagreements, some bad results. A quote 
says ‘The best teachers are those who show you where to look, 
but don’t tell you what to see’; well, this is the case for many of the 
people who have taught me over these seven years. 

Efthymiou Rea 
(7 Orange)

No one can doubt 
that there is a 
great difference 
between being 
a 1st former and 
a 7th former. 
In Form 1 
everything was new and strange for me. 
The teachers seemed strict, unapproachable and I thought that they would only 
discuss topics related to their subject, something that does not apply to the present 
time, as I now face them more as friends rather than teachers. I am absolutely 
comfortable talking about any topic with them and interesting conversations are 
even encouraged. Moreover, in Form 1, as soon as the teachers gave us a test 
back, it had to be signed by our parents, whereas now it’s our choice whether to 
study or not and nobody can really make us do so. Life is much easier when being 
a 7th former.

Lois Stylianos 
(1 Orange)

Being a first former is the best 
thing in the world! In this school, 
the teachers are really nice 
to us, and so are we to each 
other. However, when I have a 
test, everything changes; the 
endless pages of notes and 
the grades can give us a hard 
time!

Xenophontos Andreas 
(7 Orange)

There is no doubt that 
there is a great difference 
between a 7th former and 
a 1st former. Over these 
past 7 years, my attitude 
has changed dramatically. 
As a 7th former you want to 
be different and special. For 
example, as far as uniform 
is concerned, you feel the 
need to differ from the rest 
of the students. This is why 

we, as 7th formers, wear a different uniform and the School Management, as well as the 
teachers, fully approve. Moreover, throughout these years, our relationship with our teachers 
has developed, and through the various events which we have been organising together, we 
have reached a point of truly respecting, loving and caring for each other.

Zantis Petros 
(7 Orange)

Many things have changed 
since I was a 1st former. 
Despite the fact that 
schoolwork has been getting 
much harder, I must admit we 
are not as anxious as we used 
to be back then. Since our age 
is now closer to our teachers’ 
age, and we are more mature, 
our relationship with them 
is way friendlier than what it 
used to be in Form 1. 

Form 7 - 2014
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While most of us were enjoying the sun by 
the sea, some others had a job to do; these 
are the people who were selected or were 
awarded scholarships and represented 
our school making it proud in summer 
programmes both in Cyprus and abroad. 

…and proud they made it indeed, earning 
themselves this space in this issue!

EUROPEAN YOUTH PARLIAMENT SUMMIT 
Nicosia, Cyprus, 26-27 July 2014

Participants: Angeliki Chaliou, Marilena Papaeti, 
Pavlos Hadjimarkos, Stalo Pilakouta (Form 7)

Description: Delegates from all over Cyprus 
were divided into various committees and worked 
together to create their final resolution which they 
had to present in the General Assembly. This 
process involved debates on current affairs and 
plenty of teamwork. 

THE 76TH INTERNATIONAL SESSION OF EUROPEAN YOUTH 
PARLIAMENT
Barcelona, Spain,  25 July-3 August 2014

Participants: Christos Demian, Katerina Athienitis, Orestis Collins 
(Form 7)

Description: Delegations from schools all around Europe worked 
together to show that a common European identity appears to be 
the solution that 
can bind us all 
together both 
through good 
and bad times.

Why attend the 
next session: 
EYP International 
Session is one of 
the most amazing 
experiences for a 
young student 
to have. Every 
session is special in a different way, and there's always new people 
and new venues to be discovered. 

The most valuable thing you’ve learnt: Despite learning a lot about 
economics and how SMEs (Small to Medium enterprises) are probably 
the jewel of the world economy, we have learned to appreciate the 
work of the organisers and the officials, who invested so much time 
and effort into making one of the greatest international sessions ever. 

LONDON INTERNATIONAL YOUTH SCIENCE FORUM (LIYSF)
Imperial College London, Oxford University, 23 July – 5 August 2014

Participants: Theodoros Stylianou, Petros Zantis

Description: The LIYSF is a two week programme held at the Imperial College 
London, with lectures and demonstrations from leading scientists, visits to industrial 
sites, research centres, scientific institutions and organisations. The LIYSF attracts 
the world's leading young scientists aged 17-21 years old from more than 60 
countries. Social life is good, with events where students from around the world learn 
about different cultures. Students also develop lasting, international friendships.

I KNOW
WHAT YOU DID 

LAST SUMMER 
Why attend the next session: It’s a science oriented event, in the heart of science 
and one of the most famous and prestigious universities in the world, the Imperial 
College London.  

The most valuable thing you’ve learnt: That 
making new friends from all around the world 
and seeing their cultures and perspectives 
can be the most fun and enjoyable thing in the 
world. Viewing cutting edge science is also 
quite astounding. 

CYPRUS YOUTH PARLIAMENT
Office of the Commissioner of Children’s Rights, 
Cyprus, 30 June 2014

Participant: Lazaros Efthymiou (Form 4) 

Description: Getting informed about the rights 
children should have in order not to be exploited by 
adults as well as other children. Moreover, learning 
how to speak up for ourselves and raising our voice 
through various types of debates. 

Why attend the next session: To have the 
opportunity to meet children from all over Cyprus 
and make new friends while having debates with 
them about the rights that children should have, 
and to spend an awesome and productive time 
together. 

The most valuable thing you’ve learnt: 
The numerous rights children deserve 
which I did not even know existed, and 
also speaking up for myself in front of 
others , having a voice and supporting my 
opinion. 

Why attend the next session: Definitely a once-in-lifetime experience since in just two days 
you make new friendships, you improve your knowledge on various topics as well as your 
debating skills.

The most valuable thing you’ve learnt: Listen to what other people have to say and not be 
absolute when it comes to your opinion.

OXBRIDGE ACADEMIC PROGRAMMES, CAMBRIDGE PREP 
Peterhouse College, Cambridge, United Kingdom, 4-30 July 2014

Participants: Nadina Miltiadou, Lazaros Efthymiou (Form 4)

Description: A programme through which one is given the opportunity to study the subjects of his interest for 
approximately a month and get a better understanding of what it is like to be studying abroad. It is also a great 
opportunity to make friends from all around the world. 

Why attend  the next session: This is a truly unique experience 
which has so much to offer. This programme is not only about 
making friends and meeting different people, it also helps 
expand your horizons in terms of knowledge. 

The most valuable thing you’ve learnt: It would probably be 
to have more confidence in ourselves and how to overcome 
our fears. Leaving home and going somewhere where we knew 
nobody, for about a month, was at first frightening, but by the 
end, we became attached to the places and the people we 
met. We learned the basics of what it is like to be taking care of 
ourselves and we feel more prepared for university. 

by Irini Iacovidou, Phaidra Anastasiadou and Marios Charilaou
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CYPRUS FRIENDSHIP PROGRAMME
Maryland, Virginia, Oregon, New Hampshire and Atlanta, USA, 
29 July – 2 August 2014

Participants: Panayiota 
Chrysostomou (Form 7), 
Lefteris Yiallouros (Form 
6), Ioanna Clark, George 
Sidiropoullos and Marios 
Charilaou (Form 5)

Description: Teens from 
the two communities are 
encouraged to spend a 
month together in the USA. 
Greek and Turkish-Cypriots 

are divided into pairs and are 
sent to different host families 
to spend the month, while 
strong friendship bonds 
emerge through different 
peace building activities.

Why attend the next 
session: An unforgettable 
month in some of the most 
spectacular states in the 
USA. Teens experience 
activities which are 
completely new to them 
and visit amazing sceneries. 
Physical recreation activities 
as well as debate forums are 
also part of the programme.

The most valuable thing 
you’ve learnt: By living 
together for one month with 
a member of the Turkish-
Cypriot community we 
realised that our coexistence 
is actually possible since the obstacles are only in our minds. Our 
similarities are much more than our differences.

GREEK YOUTH PARLIAMENT
Greece, 21-23 July 2014

Participant: Panayiotis Tanos (Form 6)

Description: It’s the unique experience 
of being a teen, participating in the Greek 
parliament for three consecutive days 
constantly debating and updating an official 
document that was decided months before 
to be presented to the 300 members of the 
parliament after vote. The subject decided 
was discussed in the presence of the 
President of Greece, the Minister of Education, the President of the Greek Parliament and 299 
other teen participants.

Why attend the next session: It’s a challenge to manage and do all the tasks necessary and win 
a place in the Greek Youth Parliament in which you are able to discuss all your thoughts with 299 
other teenagers from all over Greece and the rest of the world.

The most valuable thing you’ve learnt: Our society is unfortunately facing a time of selfishness 
and self-destruction. Most people act egoistically in order to survive, while many of them are 
disappointingly the people who rule the world! 

GLOBAL YOUNG LEADERS AWARD (GYLC) BY ENVISION
Washington, D.C and New York City, USA, 27 June – 12 July 2014

Participants: Efthymia Stavridou, Ioanna Patsalidou and Katerina Antoniou (Form 6)

Description: Students from all around the world come together to be educated about leaders, 
culture, society, history and policymaking. Attending this conference means that you are representing 
your country and community amongst hundreds of other international students.

Why attend the next session: It’s the course that 
will challenge you mentally and creatively. Making 
new friends from all around the world will open your 
mind and help you discover new possibilities and 
prospects. 

The most valuable thing you’ve learnt: 
Possibilities are endless. If you really want 
something, you can make it happen given that you 
work hard for it. We were inspired to never cease to 
be ambitious. An amazing and successful future is 
something all teenagers should aspire to have. We 
should never stop asking and questioning concepts 
and opinions. 

BICOMMUNAL SUMMER YOUTH INSTITUTE
Washington DC, 20-30 July 2014 

Participant: Angelo Odysseos (Form 7)

Description: 20 students (Turkish and Greek-Cypriots) from all over 
Cyprus with a scholarship provided by the US Embassy and the 
Fullbright Commission in Cyprus, travelled to Washington DC for 10 
days. The programme consisted of morning classes at the George 
Washington University on topics regarding peace building, leadership 
qualities and conflict resolution. In the afternoons we had fun activities 
and cultural visits in the city.

Why attend the next session: Despite the academic purpose of this 
programme we definitely had a lot of fun. This programme not only 
gave me the opportunity to visit USA but also to share this experience 
with 19 other students from Cyprus who now all have a special place 
in our heart.

The most valuable thing you’ve learnt: Not to be prejudiced and 
to examine all aspects before reaching a conclusion. Through this 
programme I became more open-minded and certainly much more 
sociable.

8TH NATIONAL SESSION OF EUROPEAN 
YOUTH PARLIAMENT
The Uclan University, Cyprus, 28-31 August 2014

Participants: Aegli Athanasiadou, Ino 
Georgiadou, Irini Iacovidou, Katerina Kaloutsou, 
Stephanie Lemesianou, Elizabeth Pasatempou 
(Form 6)

Description: Students from schools from all 
over Cyprus were put in various committees as 
to prepare a resolution based on the given topic, 
which concerned Europe, and debate on it the 
following day.

Why attend the next session: EYP Cyprus 
was a life changing experience. We met new 
people and despite the sleepless nights, the 
unique team building games and ‘’dehydration’’,  
we had an amazing time and formed new 
friendships.

The most valuable thing you’ve learnt: How 
to cooperate with people that we had met 
literally 10 minutes earlier, in order to achieve 
our target.
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Some of our favourite GCS Clubs have been really busy this term. 
Functions, lectures, games, visits…the whole lot! 

In this issue, we have included some of the activities organised by the Volunteers Club, the 
Debate Club, the Current Affairs Club, the Maths Club, the Adventure Club and the Art & 
Design Club in Term 1. 

The GCS
Volunteers Club
Early in the year, the Club introduced 
the charity programme «Αγκαλιάζοντας 
τις γεύσεις, Υιοθετώντας την Αγάπη», in 
cooperation with the Adventure Club. This is 
a monthly fundraising activity which involves 
the sale of different varieties of food and 
drink to students and staff, during break 
time. In September, the ‘menu’ included 
traditional Greek souvlaki, while in October, 
students and staff enjoyed traditional pastry 
from Thessaloniki. All proceeds have been 
donated to families in need. 
 
Not long ago, the members of the Club and 
the teacher-in-charge launched another 
fundraising activity which involved the sale 
of handmade key rings in support of the 

Current Affairs Club
The Current 
Affairs Club set 
up a session with 
the concept: “Act 
to End Gender 
Based Violence”. 
M s S u s a n a 
Pavlou from the 
Mediterranean 
Institute of 
Gender Studies 
was the guest 
speaker, and 
the students 
attending were 
encouraged to add ideas. Later in the term, in association with the 
Debate Club, the teachers-in-charge arranged another interactive 
session concerning “The Islamic State (ISIS) Phenomenon”. Everyone 
who attended was given a special insight on the subject since the guest 
speaker was Mr Zenonas Tziarras, Middle East Specialist. Later in 
October, the Current Affairs Club visited the aged area of Nicosia, with 

special guest Mrs 
Anna Marangou. 
With information 
provided by the 
e x p e r i e n c e d 
archaeologist, 
the students 
that went on the 
expedition found 
out about the 
history behind 
old Nicosia and 
important facts 
regarding its 
past. The tour 
was considered 

a great success. In November, the Current Affairs Club organised a 
presentation on the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict. The guest speaker 
was Historian, Ms Maria Chrysanthou. This was followed by the 
organization of the presentation ‘Ένας ‘Barbaros’ στην Κυπριακή 
ΑΟΖ’. The guest speaker was Maritime Law Specialist, Mr Nicholas 
Ioannides.  

After-School 
CLUBBING

association «Το χαμόγελο της ζωής». The key 
rings had been made by abused children. 

In November, the Club organised a Volunteerism 
& Tradition Day. The students visited semi-
occupied Katokopia for community service, and 
attended basket-making, traditional cheese-
making and photographic exhibitions in the 
village. 

Later in the month, the Volunteers Club went 
on a trip to the Larnaca Airport and decorated 
two of the main building’s Christmas trees. Our 
School decorated two trees with traditional 
Cypriot products such as frumenty, jam, tea, 
biscuits and shoushouko! 

Last but not least, on 2 December the GCS 
Volunteers Club was awarded by the Ministry 
of Education & Culture and the Pancyprian 
Volunteerism Coordinative Council, for having 
won the 2nd place in the competition “Youth & 
Volunteerism” for the academic year 2013-14! 

by Marios Koliandris, Savvina Polykarpou, Nicos Yerolemou and Aris Hadjiloizou

Adventure Club
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Art & Design Club
In Term 1, the members of the Art Club, along with the students of Form 1, participated 
in the following competitions organised by the Arab Republic of Egypt: 
a) Making a handmade toy
b) Nature, Portrait & Architecture Photography Competition
c) Egypt in the eyes of children of the World Art Competition
In the meantime, our School was informed that the Art & Design Club members’ 
figure drawing will become part of a mural work called the ‘Modern World of Cyprus’ 
organised by the Leventis Museum.

Debate Club 
After the ‘renowned’ 
team-building games 
of the first Debate Club 
meeting, the members 
of the Club started 
preparing for two major 
events. The first one 
was the Mediterranean 
Model United Nations 
Workshop held in 
November. Having 
carried out interviews, a 
committee comprising 
of Form 7 Directors and 
teachers, selected the 
students who will represent the School in this year’s MEDIMUN conference. 

The G C School Debate Club attended 
the workshop representing the USA, 
Cambodia, Myanmar and Algeria 
with a delegation of 14 students. In 
the meantime, the younger members 
of the Club were trained for another 
major debating competition. In Term 2, 
the GCS will co-organise and host an 
interschool debating event under the 
umbrella of EYP Cyprus (European 
Youth Parliament). Our School will be 
represented by Form 4 members of 
the Debate Club, trained by Form 6 
Club members and Form 7 Directors. 
The other participating schools are the 
English School Nicosia, the Falcon 
School, the Forum Greek School and 
the Kykkos A Lyceum.  

Maths Club
The Maths Club organised several 
events this term, including the 
presentation and the selection 
of students for the EUROMATH 
2015 Student Conference. The 
conference will take place in 
Athens and the students that will 
represent our school were selected 
by the teachers of the Mathematics 
Department through interviews. 
The teachers-in-charge also 
organised various fun-filled activities 
for their younger members. One 
of them was a Bingo session, an 
adaptation of the classic game where the students answered maths-related questions 
to obtain their bingo numbers. The members of the Club also participated in an online 
Detective Game where they were required to find various locations and compare the 
camera view and street view to find their bearings, as well as estimate the elevation on 
which the cameras were fixed!

Adventure Club
The major activity of 
Term 1 was the Driving 
under the Influence of 
Alcohol Awareness Ride, 
which was organised 
in cooperation with the 
Volunteers Club. The 
activity involved a 15km 
cycling tour around 
Nicosia. More than 80 
people participated in the 
event, one of them being 
the Mayor of Nicosia, 
Constantinos Yiorkadjis. 

The starting and ending point was the G C School of Careers. In November, 
the members of the Club went on their first ‘adventurous’ trip: they spent an 
entire afternoon firing paintballs at classmates and getting their clothes dirty at 
the Lapatsa Paintball Centre! 

Photographic Club mini exhibition
George Halios - Form 2 Irena Efstathiou - Form 5

Nayia Kentoni - Form 6
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Irene Charalambous 
Studies Accounting and Finance at the London School of Economics 
(Scholarship)

Had it always been your dream to attend this 
university?
Yes, getting into LSE, which is one of the best 
universities worldwide, was a dream come true, 
especially when studying BSc Accounting and 
Finance.

How did you feel when you found out about your 
scholarship?
The fact that I was awarded a scholarship was 
breathtaking and encouraging. It is a great financial 
relief and I am thankful for being offered one.

Feelings concerning the start of your college life: 
A new academic path lies ahead of me but really it is a new chapter in my life. 
The university and classes have been demanding so far but also a magnificent 
experience that will shape who I choose to be. I really enjoy the fact that I am living 
alone and I am expected to make my own decisions, face the consequences of my 
actions and take responsibility.

Advice on turning academic dreams into reality for other students who are 
equally ambitious:
The key point to success is dedication to your high-set goals, appreciation for the 
opportunities given, to be determined and fight for your dreams. Education is not 
about learning the price of things but their value.

The G C School takes great pride in watching its students succeed. 
Two of our last year’s graduates were awarded scholarships at two prestigious universities, 
setting an example for students:
All is possible and despite our country undergoing serious economic hardships, there do not 
have to be any limitations when it comes to academic strive
with hard work and a focused attitude no goal is out of reach.

Andreani Mouzourou 
Studies Physics at UC Berkeley, USA (Scholarship)

Had it always been your dream to attend this 
university? 
Not really, but it had always been amongst the top of 
my list. What my dream was, however, was to come 
to the USA.

How did you feel when you found out about your 
scholarship?
It was around 4 am when the acceptance email 
came, so I don't really remember! What I do 
remember though, was that I was extremely 
happy to find out that I had gotten accepted; the 
scholarship just took me to the moon.

Feelings concerning the start of your college life: 
I remember thinking that everything was so different over here and it could take 
some getting used to. However, as soon as I walked into my classes everything 
made sense. The people here are really nice and open so it was easy to feel 
welcome.

Advice on turning academic dreams into reality for other students who are 
equally ambitious: 
I don't really think that I'm the most suited person to give advice but I'll try. I guess 
setting some goals and working hard to achieve them is the best thing I could say. 
Everyone has different goals and approaches on how to reach them. Having some 
confidence in yourself and believing that you can reach your goals is the key.  

NEW 
BEGINNING
BRIGHT
FUTURE 

How does it feel being a teacher at the GCS, bearing in mind that you were 
a student here?
It offers me an additional incentive to try offering to current students the same or an 
even better learning experience.

Have things changed since your graduation? 
Yes, there are more extracurricular activities now (events, Clubs etc.) which help in 
the better development of students. In addition, the premises are of higher quality, 

i.e. Library, Cafeteria, Sports grounds; we used to play football in a "rocky" field and 
volleyball on concrete! :-) Regarding teachers, it's nice to see classmates and teachers 
becoming colleagues. Special reference to my teachers, because they helped me 
become who I am.

To what extend do you think a GCS student’s attitude towards the School has 
changed over the years? 
I believe the students' opinion on the School is positive. Not many things have changed 
since I was a student in this aspect.

Is there anything that you used to do as a student, which you now consider 
rather irritating from a teacher’s perspective (!)?
All of us have chatted in class and it's acceptable so long as the teacher does not have 
to stop the lesson because students chat continuously. A teacher should not waste 
time on asking students to be quiet.

What are, in your opinion, the qualities one should have to be considered a 
‘really good’ student or a ‘really good’ teacher?
A student who does well is a good one. If this student behaves, participates in class 
and works at home, then we have a "really good" student. A teacher who enjoys the 
respect of his students and colleagues is a good one.

WHEN A GCS GRAD 
JOINS THE GCS STAFF
Name: Neophytos Milidonis
Year of Graduation (GCS): 1998
University Studies: Master of Science in Finance, University of Liverpool
Department at GCS: Accounting

by Anna Maria Pounna, Eleni Santama and Elizabeth Pasatembou
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“Man is born free, and everywhere he is in chains”. 
Jean-Jacques Rousseau’s words could not have described the situation which many 
young people have to face, in a better way. Society today seems to have set very 
specific guidelines, which the youth is forced to follow, consequently leading to self-
abnegation; completely disregarding their own personal choices concerning both 
career and lifestyle. As a result, aspired careers and lifestyles are not 
achieved and even when they are pursued, they are often 
mocked and undervalued. This “mould”, that has been created, has 
caused today’s youth to be passive and greatly inactive when it comes to important 
issues including EU related matters. Lack of motivation has stripped them of their 
voice and awareness. In order to avoid this apathetic approach to 
such matters, our generation should be allowed to believe 
in greatness and leadership, in their aspirations and desires 
without being mocked or moulded into false ideals. 

How can the so called “mould” be broken? Don’t believe it exists. Defy its purpose 
which is to scare you into seeking something you don’t necessarily 
want, like going to a university whose mentality you don't believe in. Standing up 
for yourself and your desires may signify you as a leader, but it might also put you 
in the position where your persistence might cause people to not take you seriously. 
It is therefore advised that you’re prepared. What that means is that you research 
online and visit your school’s counsellor. Don’t expect that just because you stated 
your wants and aspirations, things will fall into place. You have to work for your 
ambitions, always keeping in mind that people will question 
your decisions and aspirations, but also that you should stay calm 
and reassured since you would have already made the necessary preparation by 
researching. For example, are you dreaming of studying in France?  Well, you’ll 
need to compile a list of questions such as:

• Is the university I’m interested in suitable for the course I want to follow?
• Do I need to improve my knowledge for example by learning another language or 
taking a specific A-level subject?
• What are the costs?
• Is residence guaranteed? 
• Can I be accepted in the desired university considering my qualifications?

Apathy is very prominent amongst Cypriot youth that it often makes us wonder. Is it 
true what they’re saying? “Are citizens of other EU countries more ‘Europeans’ than 
us, Cypriots?” At least considering the current economic sanctions and the unjust 
treatment Cyprus has recently faced by its EU counterparts, this seems to be the 
case.

The only way to change this situation is to follow the pattern of other countries 
and invest in the youth. Viewing things from a less materialistic 
perception would offer much more to the Cypriot society than any other injection 

Unchained
by Efthymia Stavridou, Loukis Menelaou, Nikiana Lambert and Marios Charilaou

since it will allow future generations to interact with EU related matters and be 
part of important decision making. Furthermore, this will enhance and strengthen 
entrepreneurship in the future, which is a key tool of staying in front of competition.

Issues like the above were discussed and analysed in the open discussion meeting 
EU & Youth organized by Young Europeans at Heart institution. Our school 
participated with a team of five students accompanied by Mrs Anna Prokopiou: 
Orestic Collins, Angeliki Chailou, Angelo Odysseos, Elli Hadjimarkou and Marios 
Charilaou. The event was marked by the presence of Mrs Androulla Vasiliou, 
Foreign European Commissioner of Education. Special attention was placed on 
the role of non-curricular activities such the participation on EU programs such as 
Erasmus and Euroscolar, on the creation of young Europeans and modernization of 
our society. Moreover, proper education by well trained teachers greatly contributes 
in this “thinking outside the box concept” which is the basis for the creation of a 
well-rounded young personality willing and able to interact with current 
issues.

Consequently, by adopting this mentality, entrepreneurship as well as innovation, 
will be promoted for future generations. In the long term a country can benefit by 
staying ahead of competition due to proper education provided to its youth.

Being ambitious means that you never cease to be curious. 
Ask questions whenever you get the chance and challenge pre-existing 
principles. Certainly, becoming an active EU citizen and a creative entrepreneur is 
directly related to the way future generations will feel secure enough in our society 
to achieve their goals. However, the great question that emerges is whether Cypriot 
society is ready to accept and promote this modernised way of thinking. Remember, 
you should follow your own path and always be active, ready to...

claim your right for a hopeful future.

Youth
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ARTISTS UNDER 
THE RADAR

by Nikiana Lambert

James Bay
A 23-year old singer/songwriter 
whose raw expressions and gravelled 
voice has captivated indie-pop music 
lovers. With the support of successful 
artists such as Tom Odell, John 
Newman and Kodaline, James has 
managed to build up a loyal fan base 
in both the US and UK.  
Genre: Indie/pop
Have a listen: Hold back the river, If 
you ever want to be in love

Ella Eyre 
A star on the rise, this 20 year-old 
beauty is taking the music industry by 
storm. Bastille, recognising her unique 
voice and sheer talent, propelled  her 
to fame by featuring her in a mash-up 
song of the XX’S ‘Angels’ and TLC’s 
‘No scrubs’ entitled ‘No Angels’ in 2012. 
Since then, Ella has collaborated with 

artists such as Rudimental and has even recently released a 
new single.
Genre: Pop
Have a listen: Comeback, If I go 

SOHN
Christopher Taylor is an English 
musician, songwriter, and producer 
based in Vienna, Austria. Truly an 
artist unlike any other, he is known 
for his unique and oddly calming 
music, which is mostly electronic 
based. 
Genre: Elecrtonic/PBR&B/Ambient
Have a listen: Bloodflows, Artifice 

Sampha
Although not widely known, this British 
singer/songwriter has collaborated with 
successful artists including Drake and 
Katy B. With his soothing and velvety 
voice, he has managed to create his 
own unique and soulful music. 
Genre: Soul, Electronic 
Have a listen: Happens, Too Much 
(Drake ft. Sampha) 

Shannon Saunders
A 20-year-old ambitious artist who, 
using YouTube and Soundcloud as 
her only promotional tools managed 
to land her debut single ‘Heart of 
Blue’ which reached number 48 on 
iTunes. Although her music is mostly 
pop and electronic based, Shannon, 
after recently collaborating with 
JacksGap on YouTube, has proven 
just how genuine her talent is; her voice and a guitar the only 
instruments needed to create a beautiful work of art. 
Genre: Pop
Have a listen: Shed Sessions-Shannon Saunders, Silly Little 
Things   
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