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…the climax of all events in the life of a seventh former; the absolute 
Talent Night every student wishes to be a part of and the ultimate 
night for the seniors who are members of the events committee; a 
tradition for the GC School of Careers that started thirteen years 
ago as a ‘humble’ show on the stage of the auditorium of the school 
but soon became one of the most popular and important events. 
Each year, a massive amount of effort, commitment and time is 

spent in order to achieve absolute excellence and look amazing 
on that memorable day. Months and months of preparation and 
a lot of stress lead up to Starry Night 2016, an exceptional and a 
very emotional event. This year a number of bands, singers and 
dancers became a part of the Starry Night experience and gave 
their hearts out on stage. Read more on page 6. 

Junior 
Achievement 
Programme
For the 2nd consecutive 
year, our School is 
participating in the Junior 
Achievement Programme 
which runs throughout the 
school year and it offers 
students the opportunity to 
learn how to take their ideas 
and turn them into successful 
businesses. The winning 
team will represent Cyprus 
in the European Competition 
of JA-YE Europe to be held 
in Lucerne, Switzerland in 
July 2016. This year, the 
GCS product is TapIt - a lid 
especially designed to cover 
up opened cans, aiming to 
maintain the freshness of 
their content and preventing 
food or drink spillage. 
Read more on page 14. 

THE 
JUSTICE 
PROJECT
In a nation which constantly 
abuses human rights, 
ignores western open 
mindedness, and seems 
to derail from the path of 
progress, a group of young 
individuals created the 
Justice Project, a movement 
for the rights of women, 
LGBT+ people, ethnic 
minorities and refugees in 
Cyprus. The group aims 
to fight against the social 
injustice thousands of 
people suffer from every 
day. Read more on page 12.

Greek Research 
Club
The members of the Greek 
Research Club presented their 
research findings on Kyrenia, 
during an event held in the 
School cafeteria on 10 March. 
The topic was «Κερύνεια, είναι 
εφικτό ένα σύγχρονο μοντέλο 
διακυβέρνησης;» The event 
was attended by the Minister of 
Education and Culture, and the 
Mayors of Kyrenia, Karavas and 
Lapithos. Read more on page 8. 

Interview 
of the Term
… an interview of a 
mother and a daughter 
the womankind must be 
proud of. The mother is 
a well-respected teacher 
who is about to end a 40-
year successful teaching 
career having seen the 
School change through 
the decades; the daughter 
is a great teacher and an 
esteemed member of the 
scientific community. 
Read more on page 3. 
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Sports Day is an event organised by our Sports Department to 
encourage students to get active and participate in sport. This year’s 
Sports Day was organised at Makario Stadium on 5 February. Lower 
School students participated in various Track & Field sports, including 
long jump, shot put, discus throw, relay, 80m, 150m and 1000m. The 
Medal winners will represent the School in the Nicosia District Track 
& Field Games organised by the Ministry of Education and Culture. 

Sports Day

Boys
80m
1. Aletraris Marcos   3 Green   10:22
2. Sofocleous Ioannis   3 Orange  10:28
3. Spyrou Nikolas   3 Green   10:53

150m
1. Chilimindris Tasos   1 Yellow   20:38
2. Mavrommatis Panayiotis  3 Green   20:40
3. Ioardanou Nikolas   3 Green   20:54
  
1000m 
1. Iordanous Nikolas   3 Green   3:22:28
2. Tsopanis Stefanos   3 Blue   3:29:75
3. Spyrou Nikolas   3 Green    3:35:65

Long Jump
1. Tsiartas Kyriakos   3 Green   5:15m
2. Sofocleous Ioannis   2 Orange  4.50m
3. Tenedios Iacovos   3 Blue    4.50m

Shot Put (4 kg)
1. Karkamboulias George   3 Blue   9.45m
2. Tamasios Stelios   2 Blue    8.90m
3. Kassianides Demetris   2 Orange  8.30m  
  
Discus Throw (1 kg)
1. Hadjipanteli Savvas   3 Green   21.90m
2. Tsiartas Kyriakos   3 Green   19.40m
3. Tenedios Kyriakos   3 Blue   19.30m

4 * 100m
1. 3 Blue (Savvides, Karkamboulias, Tsopanis, Tenedios)   00:54:16
2. 3 Green (Aletraris, Mavrommatis, Spyrou, Ioardanous)   00:55:94
3. 3 Orange (Sofocleous, Papademetriou, Chalios, Chrysostomou)  00:59:78

Girls
80m
1. Polycarpou Danae   3 Orange  11:50
2. Kakopierou Irene   3 Blue   11:56
3. Xanthou Olga    3 Green   11:75 
     
150m
1. Polycarpou Danae   3 Orange  21:63
2. Demetriou Margarita   1 Green   21:79 
3. Georgiadou Sophi   1 Yellow   22:06

Long Jump
1. Kakopierou Irene   3 Blue   4.15m
2. Polycarpou Danae   3 Orange  3.70m
3. Tanou Irene    3 Blue   3.60m 

Shot Put (3kg)
1. Pissi Ioanna    3 Green   6.40m
2. Tanou Irene    3 Orange  6.20m
3. Michael Elpida   3 Green   6.00m
3. Vasiliou Nefeli    2 Green   6.00m

Discus Throw (1 kg)
1. Pissi Ioanna    3 Green   16.40m
2. Antoniou Christina   3 Green   14:00m
3. Liveri Irene    3 Green   13.60m
 
4 * 100m
1. 3rd Form (Polycarpou, Kakopierou, Tanou, Pissi)     1:04:03 
2. 2nd Form (Patrikiou, Markantoni, Xanthou, Kontou)   1:06:69  
3. 2nd Form (Rolandi, Economidou, Koursoumba, Mountoukou)  1:07:05

RESULTS

2015-16
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The mother - Mrs Eleni Hadjisavva: a well-respected teacher 
who is about to end a 40-year successful teaching career having 
seen the School change through the decades; a grandma 
about to dedicate herself wholeheartedly to her family; a proud 
mother who leaves the School a legacy: her daughter, a brilliant 
teacher and scientist with outstanding achievements despite 
her young age. 

The daughter - Dr Irini Hadjisavva Jarrin: an esteemed 
member of the scientific community. She is involved in medical 
research concerning the prevalence of thyroid cancer in Cyprus 
as well as the biochemical and ultrasonographic characteristics 
of suspicious thyroid nodules. She has published data and co-
authored a textbook chapter for doctors and medical students.

A MOTHER AND A DAUGHTER 
THE WOMANKIND MUST BE PROUD OF

Please think of three words which can describe your sincere feelings this last 
year of your long and successful career

Excitement to make this my best year ever.
Overwhelmed by thoughts of the past and plans for the future.
Anticipated nostalgia given that I love what I do and will miss it terribly.

Which feature of your personality do you think has helped you the most to be 
such a well-respected teacher?

Persistence, tolerance and patience. Knowing my limits with students so as to gain 
their respect but not their fear.

Which has been the most special moment at GCS?

40 years is a very long time! There are too many precious moments to cherish.  A very 
special one was in 2011 when my Form 7 students gave me a plaque as a gift with the 
following written on it: “Ideal teachers are those who use themselves as bridges over 
which they invite their students to cross, then having facilitated their crossing, joyfully 
collapse, encouraging them to create bridges of their own. Thank you for being there, 
listening, caring, guiding and inspiring us. “
This is the wish I leave to all my colleagues at the GCS. To be “Ideal Teachers.” 
I will miss every one of them because I have had so many special moments with all 
of them.

A piece of advice for your students…

Never give up; fall and always stand up again. I am very proud of you all and I expect 
you to make me even prouder.

A wish for the teachers in your department…

If there is such a thing as better than the best, this is what I wish them to become 
because they are already the best!

INTERVIEW 
WITH MRS ELENI HADJISAVVA

Eleni & Irini 
Hadjisavva 

You are obviously a proud daughter for many reasons. Please tell 
us which the main one is.

I am proud to have witnessed my mom’s wonderful, fruitful and rewarding 
career as a teacher. It has been great to see how well respected and 
loved she is by her colleagues and students. I am also proud of who she 
is and seeing her be such a loving, dedicated grandmother. 
The biggest compliment in my teaching career will be if people tell me 
that I have become as good, accomplished and respected as my mom.

Mother and daughter at the same workplace. Has it been 
challenging? Have the roles ever overlapped?

People have oftentimes asked me this question, but in fact it has not 
been difficult or strange at all. Given my history with the G C School—as 
the child of a GCS teacher attending school functions from a young 
age, a student, a graduate and now a member of the staff—it has come 
naturally to me to balance all of these roles, and I have never felt like 
they have led to challenging situations.

A wish and/or piece of advice for Eleni Hadjisavva (a) the head and 
(b) the mother

To Eleni Hadjisavva, the Head: To leave knowing that we have really big 
shoes to fill but not to worry because she has trained us so well that we 
will continue working hard to keep the Science Department strong and 
successful, and we will definitely make her proud.
To Eleni Hadjisavva, the Mother: I wish her to enjoy all this extra time 
she will have with my dad and her grandchildren, do all the things that 
she has lined up, and I look forward to all the updates from all the exotic 
travels she is already planning. 

INTERVIEW 

WITH DR IRINI HADJISAVVA-JARRIN

By Irini Iacovidou
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Don’t Raise Your Voice, 
Improve Your Argument

                           Desmond Tutu

The GCS Debate Club aims to provide a substantial training ground for 
the development of its members’ communicative abilities, enhance their 
ability to select and evaluate evidence, and most importantly provide 
them with opportunities to practise and share their skill development. The 

On behalf of the GCS Debate Club, our School hosted 
the EYP Pre-Selection Days 2016, between 18 and 
20 March. Twenty-four schools from all around the 
island attended the event that was organised by the 
National Committee of EYP Cyprus and presided 
by EYP Officials. Through this event, 16 delegations 
are currently being selected to attend the EYP CY 
10th National Session which will be held in August 
2016. During the National Session, delegations for 
International Sessions and Fora will be selected to 
represent Cyprus for the following academic year. 
For the 9th consecutive year, the GCS Debate 
Club attended with a delegation which comprised 
of Alexandros Vrahas, Stephanie Tanou, Christina 

various events organised, provide the Club members with opportunities 
for leadership and group participation, and involve meeting and interacting 
with students from schools all around the world, as well as promoting school 
and community relations through participation in intellectual activities. 

Tanou, Antigoni Tsiakka, Nadina Miltiadou and Pavlos 
Papadopoulos who presented a motion for a resolution 
representing The Committee on ECONOMICS and 
MONETARY AFFAIRS (ECON). The topic was 
“Considering the great economic potential of a free 
movement zone, how can the European Union take 
advantage of the Schengen agreement to foster 
innovation and economic cooperation?” Apart from 
the delegation mentioned above, the School was 
also represented by the following Form 6 and Form 
7 students who participated in the event bearing the 
following offices: Stephanie Lemesianou - Head Editor, 
Elena Xinari - Event Organise, Katerina Kaloutsou – 
G.A. Organiser, and Irini Iacovidou – Ambassador of 
EYP CY. Orestis Collins (Grad 2015) attended the 
event as a member of the EYP National Council. 

EYP 
Pre-Selection Days

The 81st International Session was one of 
the three annual International Sessions of the 
European Youth Parliament. From March 5 to 
March 13 2016, more than 300 young people 
from 34 European countries gathered in 
Ireland. Having been selected by the National 
Board to represent Cyprus, GCS students 
Panayiotis Leonidou, Marios Charilaou and 
Stefanos Stavrou of Form 6 participated in 
the International Session which was held in 
Belfast and Dublin. The event aimed at giving 
students the opportunity to participate in a 
practical, positive learning experience, and 
encouraging them to be aware of current 
affairs and democratic processes conveying 
not only enthusiasm for active participation, 
but also a sense for social responsibility. 

International Session 
of the European 
Youth Parliament 
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The Model United Nations is a simulation 
of the United Nations for young people. 
The Mediterranean Model United Nations 
(Medi.M.U.N.) 11th Annual Conference 
was held between 5 and 7 February 2016, 
at the European University in Nicosia. 
The conference is an event for students 
who want to feel the passion of debating 
on various crucial international issues. 
The following students were selected and 
participated in the conference: Christina 
Tanou, Stefanie Tanou, Alexandros 
Vrahas, Andreas Argyrou, Andreas 

Samoutis, Rebecca Lefkati, 
Antigoni Tsiakka, Ellie Tsiakkouri, 
Nadina Miltiadou, Lefteris 
Stylianou, Fedra Antoniadou, 
Christos Loizou, Maria Avraam, 
Constantinos Panayiotou and 
Christoforos Triantafyllou. After 
extensive research into their 
allocated country, our delegates 
discussed, wrote and debated 
resolutions. All debates took 
place in a formal manner in 
accordance to the ‘Parliamentary 
Procedure’ of the United Nations. 

On 8 March 2016, the European Youth 
Parliament National Board announced 
that GCS student Irini Iacovidou of Form 
7 has been appointed Head Organiser 
for the 3rd EYP Youth Summit to be held 
in July 2016. The summit targets young 
individuals aged 18-23 who will be given 
the opportunity to become part of one 
of the largest European platforms for 
youth participation and discussion. The 

organisers are currently inviting participants from all over the world to become part 
of a summer session including teambuilding activities, exhilarating discussions 
and fruitful debating. 

On 19 December, the GCS 
Debate Club co-organised 
the CYP Interschool Project, 
a debating event under the 
umbrella of the European 
Youth Parliament Cyprus. 
This year, the event was 
hosted by the Bank of 
Cyprus and its purpose was 
to expose more students to 
the EYP experience. The 
schools which participated in 
the event are the GCS, the 
Falcon School, the English 
School Nicosia, the Forum 

Greek School and the Kykkos A' Lyceum. The GCS delegation comprised of Ino 
Polykarpou, Constantinos Ioannou, Katia Hadjidemetriou-Folman, Tereza Takkou, 
Andreana Strongylou, Chara Anastasiadou, Demetris Constantinou, Iacovos 
Tenedios, Irini Iacovidou (Chair), Aegli Athanasiadou (Board) and Marios Charilaou 
(Assistant Director). 

CYP Interschool Project 
“For me, CYP was the beginning of a hopefully long journey in the debating world. 
The experience was like the wakeup call of how debating really works. It was 
also our first encounter with debaters from other schools which taught us how 
to respect different opinions, attack them and find solutions to problems that are 
evident in our world today.”
Ino Polycarpou

“CYP taught me how to respect other people's opinion even when I strongly 
disagree with it, how to debate about matters that are so very important in the 
world we live in today. I am now able to look around me and understand the 
importance of a community and how we all need to work together to tackle the 
problems we all face. The Cyprus Youth Parliament isn't simply something to take 
part in, it is an ongoing journey with every speech, every opinion that comes to 
light, every problem that needs to be attacked with passion and determination. 
Those are the tools that I am so grateful to now have.”
Katia Folman

3rd Youth
Summit 

Debate Club members Christoforos Triantafyllou, 
Constantinos Panayiotou, Alexandros Vrahas, 
Rebecca Lefkati, Savvas Stavrinos and Lefteris 
Stylianou participated in the Platon School 
Model United Nations Conference (PS-MUN) 
which was held between 4 and 6 March 2016 
at Platon IB World School in Athens. Delegates 
from all over Greece, Europe and the Middle 
East, were given the opportunity to experience 

the challenges of diplomacy 
by assuming the roles of UN 
representatives and members 
of other international decision-
making bodies. Delegates 
had to put into practice their 
skills in leadership, critical 
analysis, public speaking, 
negotiation and persuasion, 
and were given the chance 
to build new friendships that 
extend across the globe and 
at the same time bring them 
closer to current international 
issues. 

Platon 
School Model 
United Nations 

The 1st Economic 
Summit of EYP Poland 
Warsaw 2016 took place 
in the capital and largest 
city of Poland from 30 
January to 2 February 
2016. Three GCS 
students, Elena Xinari, 
Charalambos Eftychiou 
and Marco  Zivojnovic of 
Form 6, were selected by 
the EYP National Board 
to represent Cyprus in 
the event.  Delegates 
were challenged and 
given an opportunity to discover and realise their full potential as well as develop 
their personality further while debating on current economic issues. 

1st Economic Summit

Model United 
Nations 



Starry Night - the climax of all events in the life of a seventh 

former.  The absolute Talent Night every student wishes to 

be a part of and the ultimate night for the seniors who are 

members of the events committee and not only. Months 

and months of preparation and a lot of stress lead up to 

Starry Night 2016, an exceptional and a very emotional 

event. This year a number of bands, singers and dancers 

became a part of the Starry Night experience and gave 

their hearts out on stage. 

A tradition for the G C School of Careers that started thirteen years ago as a 
‘humble’ show on the stage of the auditorium of our school but soon became 
one of the most popular and important events for our students! Each year, a 
massive amount of effort, commitment and time is spent in order to achieve 
absolute excellence and look amazing on that memorable day.

Everyone who takes part in Starry Night anticipates the big night but not like 
the seventh formers do. For them it’s a lot different as it’s their moment, their 
night, their last Starry Night. It is a lot harder for them but not just due to the 
pressure of organising the most important event of the year, coordinating 
their time right and most importantly keeping up with their studying; it is 
tough and very emotional as it is the last time they are standing on the SN 
stage as students. It is challenging to stand at the end of the second show 
together with all your classmates, friends and teachers for one last time and 
remain calm. For some, Starry Night is a part of themselves; for others an 
ever living memory and one of the greatest moments in their lives.

06 School Event
By Fotini Iacovou and Athina Zitti
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INO GEORGIADOU  
Head of Auditions Committee / Event 
Hostess

“The stage. The stage is just like a second home to me. 
This year, I fulfilled my long-lasting wish since Form 1, to 
be the presenter of Starry Night 2016 and it was really 
an unforgettable experience. Having participated in the 
organisation of the event, I was involved in the hard work 
and effort put in by a team, the Events Workshop team, 
to make this year's GCS annual Starry Night, unique! 
However, on stage it is a completely different situation. 
On stage you are the persona portraying all the hard 
work put in by everyone for this event to be a success, 
and thus you carry a heavy burden. The moment was 
ours, the stage was ours and we made it!”

MARIZA 
APOSTOLOU
Head of Backstage and general 
co-ordination

“Having the opportunity to be involved in Starry 
Night was remarkable. I was the Head of the 
Backstage committee and my task was to ensure 
that every single detail of the "behind the scenes" 
show was in place. I enjoyed every minute of it 
despite the difficulties faced in organising and 
coordinating the whole committee. We had an 
amazing team that worked really hard to pull off 
the event. It was an unforgettable experience 
filled with memories and if I had the opportunity, I 
would surely do it again.”

LOUKIS 
MENELAOU 
 Head of Multimedia Committee

“Being able to contribute and be involved in the 
organisation of Starry Night is a moment I had 
always been looking forward to.  Now I know that 
it was an experience that indeed met up my high 
expectations! As the Head of Multimedia I was in 
charge of the video/presentation-related aspect 
of Starry Night. Working closely with the Head of 
Promotion, we tried to hype up the guests before 
the actual event and ensure that the show would 
be an experience of stellar quality."

 

STEPHANIE LEMESIANOU 
Head of Promotion

“One of the greatest compliments I received was being called a ‘performer’. Over the 
past few years I have walked on many Starry Night stages; singing my lungs out in 
the Music Club choir, performing as a hip-hop or Bollywood dancer and showcasing 
my vocal abilities while singing about “jars of hearts” and staying true to “who you 
are”. This year I was given the opportunity to participate in the organisation and 
promotion of this very special event, which is why the moment in which I sang my 
last note on the Starry Night stage, became all the more gratifying. Thank you Starry 
Night, for allowing me to grasp the entirety of what it means to be a performer; one 
that works tirelessly, collaborates with others and experiences magic when being 
centre stage.”

PARIS XENOPHONTOS 
Event Host

“Having watched Starry Night from the audience’s point of view for 
the past six years, gave me a totally different feeling than that of 
actually experiencing this year the journey from the set-up to the 
successful completion of Starry Night 2016. As a seventh former, it 
was a pleasure to work alongside our teachers and classmates, in 
an effort to put flesh and bones to SN. The most important part for 
me was that throughout the preparations, I watched all the seventh 
formers cooperate with each other and work together, towards the 
same end, something that brought us closer and further contributed 
to the tightening of our relationship as a year. As one of the three 
presenters and a participant at the same time, the most gratifying 
moment was the dance of the seventh formers, which I had been 
waiting for, for many years, along with the last loud applause of the 
audience – the moment you know that everything is over and you are 
rewarded for all your efforts and hard work.”
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Μαθητές στην έρευνα 2015-2016
Κερύνεια, είναι εφικτό ένα σύγχρονο μοντέλο διακυβέρνησης;

Κατά τη διάρκεια ημερίδας που έγινε στις 10 Μαρτίου 2016, τα παιδιά μέλη της ερευνητικής ομάδας του 
Σχολείου μας  παρουσίασαν τα αποτελέσματα έρευνας που είχε ως τίτλο: «Κερύνεια, είναι εφικτό ένα 
σύγχρονο μοντέλο διακυβέρνησης;». Σκοπός της έρευνας ήταν να διερευνήσουν και να καταγράψουν 
τα κριτήρια αγώνα απελευθέρωσης και επαναριζώματος των Κερυνειωτών, αν η αγάπη και ο πόθος 
για επιστροφή έχει μεταφερθεί από γενιά σε γενιά ή αν η Κερύνεια παραμένει στη μνήμη μας  ως  το 
εξώφυλλο του τετραδίου των δημοτικών σχολείων. Την εκδήλωση τίμησαν με την παρουσία τους ο 
Υπουργός Παιδείας και Πολιτισμού και οι δήμαρχοι Κερύνειας, Καραβά και Λαπήθου. 

Ήταν η πρώτη φορά που πραγματοποιήθηκε μια έρευνα τέτοιου τύπου για την πόλη της Κερύνειας. 
Κανένας δεν είχε τολμήσει να αγγίξει ένα τόσο ευαίσθητο θέμα για την Κερύνεια και όσοι τόλμησαν, 
σκόνταψαν στο οικονομικό κόστος. Η μεγαλύτερη δυσκολία της έρευνας ήταν ο διάσπαρτος πληθυσμός 
της Κερύνειας. Τέλος επιβεβαιώθηκε ότι δύσκολα κάποιος αποδέχεται να απαντήσει και να αναξέσει 
πληγές. 

Τα Συμπεράσματα της 
έρευνας:
● Με το άκουσμα της λέξης 
Κερύνεια οι Κερυνειώτες 
κατακλύζονται από αρνητικές 
μνήμες και στη συνέχεια 
εστιάζουν στην τραγική μέρα 
της εκδίωξης από την πατρική 
γη. 

● Παρόλες τις φοβερές 
μεταπολεμικές αντιξοότητες 
το μεγαλύτερο μέρος των 
προσφύγων κατάφερε να 
επιβιώσει και  να αποκτήσει 
ιδιόκτητη κατοικία.

● Η πλειονότητα κατέγραψε ότι η επιστροφή στην αγαπημένη πόλη της Κερύνειας θα ήταν ένα όνειρο, 
μια μαγεία. 

● Θα μπορούσαν να συνεχίσουν τη ζωή τους στην πατρική  γη με πολλή δύναμη και κουράγιο.

● Σε όλες τις προτάσεις επιστροφής καταγράφεται η αδήριτη ανάγκη επιστροφής κάτω όμως από τις 
εγγυήσεις του ΟΗΕ και της Ε.Ε.

Η ερευνητική ομάδα
Παναγιώτα Γιαλλούρη, Στέλιος Ταμάσιος, Εύα Αντωνιάδου, Νάγια Αζά, Μαρίνα Πέτρου, Χριστίνα 
Τάνου, Στέφανη Τάνου, Ναδίνα Μιλτιάδου, Έκτορας Κουσιάππα, Νικολέττα Χριστοδούλου και Φωτεινή 
Ιακώβου.
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10 Clubs

Economics 
Society
Early in Term 1 the Economics 
Society and its members 
collected blankets, food, and 
toys for dogs, in their attempt to 
support the Nicosia Dog Shelter. 
Later on in the Term, they 
visited the Nicosia Dog shelter. 
Moreover, the Economics 
Society gave the opportunity to 
its members to visit the Cyprus 
Stock Exchange where they were 

given a presentation on the significance of the Stock Exchange in an economy, the 
importance of selling shares in the Stock Exchange, as well as on how the recession 
has affected the CSE. Finally, the Economics Society invited Dr. Marios Mavrides to  
the G C School of Careers to give a lecture on the Economy of Cyprus.
 

 By Marios Koliandris and Christina Karava

Current Affairs 
The members of the Current Affairs 
Club went on a guided tour by Mrs 
Anna Marangou, Archeologist 
-Historian, around the old city of 
Nicosia on 16 December. On 20 
January, a presentation on early 
school leaving was organised by 
the Club, focusing on preventing 
early school leaving through the 
recognition and validation of non-
formal learning, within formal education. The members of the Club then attended a 
presentation about the UNYSA initiative, and a presentation around the topic of the 
American elections. 

Maths Club
A Maths Quiz Competition was held 
by the Maths Club which allowed its 
members to participate in various 
activities including completing 
psychometric tests. The purpose of this 
activity was to introduce students to IQ 
quizzes, where they had to combine 
their intuition, reason and intelligence in 
order to derive the answers to various 
kinds of questions. The winners were 
students Alexandros Fragkeskides and 
Leto Patsalidou. This was followed by a “MatheMagic” session organised by the 
Club on 22 February for all of its members. The session introduced the students 
to the magic in mathematics, through which illusions that defy logic can often be 
explained.

Volunteers
The GCS Volunteers Club in 
association with the Public 
Relations Student Society 
organised a charity fashion show 
at the Mall of Cyprus. The money 
raised was donated to the Cyprus 
Autistic Association. Besides that, 
our school’s Volunteers Club 
arranged for the sale of traditional 
food during school breaks, 
to raise money for families in 
need. The members of the Club 
also attended a lecture on rare 
genetic diseases. Last but not least, students from the Gymnasium and Lyceum of 
Rizokarpaso were invited to attend the event entitled “Volunteerism Without Walls”, 
which was held on 18 March. Our guests shared their experiences and participated 
in various activities organised by the members of the Club.  

Film Club & 
Critical Theory 
Club 
Movie producer Mr. Marios 
Petrondas, co-founder of the 
British Film Club Association, Mr. 
Clark Smith, and representative 
of the EU Commission on 
Education, Mrs. Laeticia, visited 
our school as guests of the GCS 
Film Club. They talked about the 
experience of movie-making, as 

well as the cultural awareness and the critical thinking it promotes. In Term 2, the 
teacher-in-charge and the members of the Critical Theory Club, organised a lecture 
entitled “Criminals: nature vs nurture”, given by Mrs Koulla Lambrianidou (GCS 
graduate).

  activities
organised by the GCS Clubs
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During the nights of the 13th and 14th of December 2015, observers had the 
chance to enjoy one of the most bravura, annual shows –the Geminids-, which is 
popularly misconceived as a rain of shooting stars. Indeed, the notion of wishes 
being granted by falling stars is delightful, however the streaks of light (meteors) 
supposedly produced by “falling stars” are nothing but tiny bits of dust and rock 
–produced by water vapour drag-, called meteoroids, disintegrating to form fiery, 
colourful streaks in the sky, as they collide with Earth’s atmosphere, at extremely 
high speeds, on parallel trajectories. When the planet passes through trails of 
cosmic debris, -which shed as ice vaporizes -, left behind by comets as they swing 
by the Sun, a number of meteors are observed to radiate from one single point 
(radiant point) in the night sky. Due to the fact that meteoroids travel in parallel 
paths, at the same velocity, the observer perceived them to radiate away from the 
radiant point. During the night, this fixed point gradually marches across the sky, as 

Visit to Alexigros 
Wind Farm
In November 2016, the Science Club 
visited the Alexigros Wind Farm. 
Mrs Sylvia Trabert, Electrical Power 
Engineer and technical manager of the 
farm, gave the students an hour-long 
tour around the farm which consists of 
21 wind turbines. The power produced 
is transported to the base of the tower 
and then transmitted via underground 

cables to the Alexigros Substation, which channels it to the National Grid of the 
Electricity Authority of Cyprus. 

Liquid Nitrogen and 
Other Experiments
By Marinos Ioannou, Eleni Iliopoulou 
and Charalambos Eftychiou

In Term 2 the members of the Club 
performed a number of experiments 
using liquid nitrogen. The first 
experiment was placing a carnation 
in liquid nitrogen. The nitrogen started 
boiling rapidly. The carnation which was 
full of water was then placed in liquid 

nitrogen, and the water turned to ice. Another experiment involved pouring liquid 
nitrogen on the floor. When the nitrogen touches the floor it boils and changes into a 
gas. We also performed the elephant toothpaste experiment - we poured hydrogen 

peroxide in a bottle of water and mixed it with some soap. We added potassium 
iodide which reacted with the hydrogen peroxide and gas was produced which 
caused a giant volcano to form! The final experiment was burning an alcohol called 
the whoosh bottle. Who would think that just by rinsing a large bottle of water with a 
few millilitres of propan-2-ol, a huge explosion would occur? 

Debate on Euthanasia
By Eleftheria Yiannakou, Maria Kyriacou and Vicky Kyriacou

The members of the Science Club had their annual debate on the proposition: 
Euthanasia should be legalised. Personal opinions were set aside and excitement 
filled the room as the debate began. Powerful arguments were used by both groups, 
with neither outmatching the other. The debate in the class may have finished, but 
experts around the world still discuss this controversial topic.

DNA Extraction
By Maria and Vicky Kyriakou

A DNA kit was used to extract our own 
DNA from cheek cells. The students 
broke the cells open to release their 
DNA, and then they separated the DNA 
from proteins and other cellular debris. 
This was followed by DNA purification 
from the detergents, proteins, salts and 
reagents that were used during the cell-
lysis step. At the end, they were able to 
save their DNA, by transferring it to a 
container filled with alcohol. 

TERM 2 SCIENCE CLUB ACTIVITIES

Earth turns on its axes. The radiant point also moves from night to night against the 
background stars (an effect called radiant drift), due to Earth orbiting the Sun. Such 
celestial shows take place periodically throughout the year, the major ones being the 
Perseids in August, the Quadrantids in January and the King of meteor showers- the 
Geminids in December. Every shower is named after the constellation with which 
the radiant point coincides. All meteor showers are provoked by comets, except the 
Geminids, which occur when Earth crosses the path of asteroid 3200 Phaethon, 
a peculiar body that is sometimes referred to as a “rock comet”. During the peak, 
120 Geminid meteors can be seen per hour under perfect conditions, i.e. dark and 
clear skies, as well as no moon. Also, the bits that break off the asteroid are several 
times denser than cometary dust flakes. For nature lovers, such events are a great 
opportunity to embrace one of the most glorious, celestial phenomena. So, refer to 
an astronomical calendar and look them up. You might as well wish upon a meteor.

The Geminids: 
A SURGE OF “SHOOTING STARS”?

The Geminids: 
A SURGE OF “SHOOTING STARS”?

By Faidra Antoniadou
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By Loukis Menelaou and Nikiana Lambert

In a nation which constantly abuses human rights, 
ignores western open mindedness and seems to derail 
from the path of progress, a group of young individuals 
created the Justice Project, a movement for the rights 
of women, LGBT+ people, ethnic minorities and 
refugees in Cyprus. The group aims to fight against the 
social injustice thousands of people suffer from every 
day. They stated:

“We are all aware we have legal human rights — the right to speak, to move, 
to survive — and we will evoke these in conversations and courtrooms. But 
for thousands of people in Cyprus refugees who are tossed into prison 
cells; gay people who are abused; women who are raped or killed by 
their partners,—such rights are nothing more than a distant philosophical 
concept, a concept that can do nothing to help their plight.”

1
2

Regarding health, 
they firmly support 
that everyone should 
have easy access 
to the same high 
standards of medical 
treatment.

They want to tackle any 
issues concerning gender 
crime, defeating the stigma 
surrounding domestic 
abuse and rape as well as 
the appalling exploitative 
practices which the 
prostitution industry in Cyprus 
is allowed to continue. 

3
They believe 
in the freedom 
of choosing 
your sexual 
identity and 
the way you 
express it.

W        at 

4
Regarding work 
life, they promote 
that prevalent 
problems such as 
sexual harassment 
and gender 
discrimination 
should be dealt with 
urgently.

5
They also recognise and 
celebrate the diversity 
of family structures 
in Cyprus which don’t fit 
the conventional model, 
therefore support that all 
adults should have the 
legal right to marry and 
become adoptive or foster 
parents.

6
Sexism exists in various forms in our current 
society .This organisation believes in taking a 
stand against the ubiquitous body policing and 
fat-shaming, especially against women, as well 
as the current policy of military conscription for 
males in Cyprus, which they consider is sexist, 
and which must be replaced with a professional 
mixed-gender army formed by voluntary draft.

7
They firmly support that race is a social construct, 
and must be recognised as such. Neither race 
nor ethnicity should ever be allowed to determine 
a person’s life prospects. They believe that 
we urgently need government policy to tackle 
institutionalised racism, racially-motivated crime 
and racial profiling in Cyprus.

8
Concerning migrant workers, they believe that 
we must end the rampant exploitation of migrant 
workers in Cyprus, and guarantee a minimum 
wage and social security for all. Moreover, Cyprus 
must end its mistreatment of asylum seekers 
and refugees, and has a responsibility to 
welcome more of the people who are in need.

9
They support that in order to secure and safeguard everyone’s 
freedom of expression – including that of the weak and 
marginalised – hate speech legislation is essential. What is more, 
day-to-day language use in Cyprus reveals the homophobic 
and sexist perceptions that are prevalent in society, and in order to 
challenge these we must change the way in which we use language.

they

t         ink h 
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Under the administration of the board of directors and the 
executive leadership, who carry out the activities of the Justice 
Project, a number of volunteers work together to create 
campaigns, fundraisers and cultural events to raise money 
for the cause. 

Up until now the movement organised:

How   can 
I   get   involved?
As an organisation created by youth, it is closely linked to schools all around Cyprus working with 
the younger generation to pave the way for a brighter future. There are several ways to get involved 
into the Justice Project. By attending the events and fundraisers organised, you support the cause 
and show your empathy towards the minority groups the movement fights for. If you’re interested 
in getting more involved with the organisation, you can apply to volunteer or become a school 
ambassador by visiting the organisation’s official website www.thejusticeproject.com.cy 

How   do  
they 
do   it?

The   Second   Sex   
Exhibition:
The Justice Project’s debut campaign was a 
photography exhibition with the title: “The Second Sex”. 
It ran from 18-23 December at ARTos foundation. The 
exhibition took its inspiration from Simone de Beauvoir’s 
feminist book “The Second Sex” and focused on 
the experiences of  women in Cypriot society. It 
aimed to present women in their full potential while 
simultaneously exposing the dire patriarchal pressures 
which they are constantly subjected to by Cypriot 
society. Guest of honour was Androulla Christofidou 
Henriques, President of the “Cyprus Stop Trafficking” 
organisation, who inaugurated the exhibition by giving 
a moving speech about how she decided to work against a very common, yet hardly visible practice of women trafficking. 
Featured works captured and explored a broad range of themes, including womanhood, empowerment, emancipation, 
success, sexuality, angst, objectification, crime, violence and suffering. The photographers were of varying ages including 
GCS 7th Formers Loukis Menelaou and Mia Stavrides whose work was showcased and bought by viewers.

Winter   Music Festival:
Following the exhibition, the group organised the winter music festival. A concert, where 10 singers performed for a 
lively audience, who were able to enjoy various music genres including pop, rock, jazz and indie. The concert took 

place in December at Diaxroniki. An attendee stated 
that “The night was great. There was an exciting 
amalgamation of music types performed by talented 
young performers”. The performers' list included 
GCS student George Sidiropoulos, who sang and 
played the guitar. 

Such events assist in funding the organisation in 
order to carry out its advocacies. Despite the fact 
that it is organised by students, we believe that their 
strong drive and desire for change can truly make a 
difference in our society. The Justice Project is here 
to stay.
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Our School is currently a partner in the Erasmus+ - KA2 project (Strategic Partnerships for Schools) 
“Little Scientist”. Through the 2-year life-span of the project, students from the 5 partner countries 
(Spain, Cyprus, Switzerland, Poland and Turkey) meet and engage in real-life scientific activities. 
The 1st Transnational Project Partners Meeting took place in Alcalá de Henares, Madrid, Spain in 
November 2015. The 1st Student Exchange/ Student Learning Activities Trip was held in Alcalá 
de Henares, Madrid, Spain between 6 and 12 March 2016. Participants: Constantinos Aspris, Lito 
Piperides, Andrea Soteriou, Markos Aletraris, Marios Christoforou, Christodoulos Astraios, Petros 
Rouvas and Panagiota Yiallouri. 

The 2nd Student Exchange/ Student Learning Activities Trip will take place in June, in Lodz, Poland. 
Participants: Christos Romanos, Klitos Philippides, Erato Markantoni, Konstantina Anastasiadou, Ivi 
Yamasaki Patrickiou, Panayiotis Shiacolas and Theodora Rolandi. Next year activities will include a 
Project Coordinator/Teacher trip to Turkey. The Project Partners will also be visiting Cyprus for the last 
Transnational Project Partners meeting, and we will also host a Student Exchange/ Student Learning 
Activity in our School. Participants: Odysseas Panatzis, Marios Stylianides, Joannis Chrysostomou, 
Georgia Kyriakou, Xanthos Kekkos, Panayiotis Zervos, George Karagiannis and Petros Kyriacou. 
The teachers in charge are Ms Christina Shiati and Ms Stella Lambis. 

I proudly present to you, our School’s 2015-2016 Junior Achievement team, ready 
to take down any competition with our new, innovative product; TapIt.

SO WHAT IS TAPIT?
TapIt is the solution to one of the most common daily struggles we face: sealing 
cans that have been opened.

Let’s face it! We have all found ourselves throwing away excess canned food instead 
of storing it, or in the best case scenario we cover it with cling film or aluminum foil 
and store it in the fridge. 

However, not many seem to be aware of the fact that all that clean film takes 20-30 
years to dissolve in soil or that it does not always seal the can tightly enough. This 
increases the possibility of the stored food developing a metallic taste and spoiling, 
causing stomach irritation and sickness!

 So what we have for you is TapIt; a special lid which combines freshness with safe 
and hygienic food preservation, fitting onto cans and protecting them from spillage 
and any other possible direct contact. TapIt’s simple on-and-off application and 
reusability (since it can be washed) sets it ahead of competition, allowing for more 
creative uses!! 

Choose TapIt as an eco-friendly solution in storing and maintaining the freshness of 
your food and you will never have to worry about wasting food again!

Don’t forget to 
follow us on social 
media
We are trying very hard to 
always keep you updated!

By Nadina Miltiadou

JUNIOR ACHIEVEMENT 
PROGRAMME

THE TEAM
CEO

Lambrianou Christina 

Accounts Department
Varianos Alexandros and Christodoulou Marios 

Sales Department
Skapoulli Andrea and Eraclides Constantinos 

Marketing Department
Constantinidou Avra and Miltiadou Nadina 

IT Department
Nicolopoulos Angelos and Kakopieros Stavros 

HR 7 Administration officers
Economidou Christina and Metaxa Aigli 

Production Team 
Michaelides Alexandros and Theocharous Stamatis

Little Scientists
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On 25 January 2016, Art Department students 
and their teachers went on their annual 5-day 
educational trip to Barcelona. Two of the students 
share their experience with us:

Art Department 

Educational 
Trip to 
Barcelona 

“Barcelona: where art, culture, sports, history and 
leisure emerge. Along with the rest of the School’s Art 
Department's students, I was fortunate enough to visit 
one of the most beautiful cities in Europe. Let's just say it 

was an extraordinary 
experience. As we 
were on an art trip, 
we visited museums 
and galleries; for 
instance, the bizarre, 
but astonishing, 
Dalí Museum, the 
Picasso Museum, 
and the modern, 
state-of-the-art Joan 
Miró Foundation - 

the latter being my personal favourite. We also visited 
buildings of Antoni Gaudí, the renowned architect, 
including the Sagrada 
Família Catholic 
Church and the 
Casa Batlló, 
and both were 
marvels of 
Barcelona.”

Aris 
Hadjiloizou

“Thinking back to our Barcelona trip, the first thought 
that comes to mind is how I really see myself living 
there someday: gorgeous architecture, endless 
opportunities of discovering the local culture and an 
inviting atmosphere, 
to the hungry visitor's 
eye. Ready to 
absorb the maximum 
within our limited 
time, sketchbook in 
hand, we set off to 
Dali, Picasso, Miró, 
Gaudi. Fascinated 
by the complexity 
and variety of their 
work, brief doodles 
and thoughts filled page after page, and my small 
sketchbook felt heavier in my pocket. The Sagrada 
Famillia rose majestically above us, while a sense of 
mystery prevailed at the Gothic area streets. And 
so it occurred to me, sitting at a small 

restaurant at La Rambla 
street, how this simple 
act of getting to know 
the world opened many 
curious natures in me 
and excited my very 
being.”

Stella 
Livadioti

On Wednesday, 16 March 2016 the Careers Department organised the School’s 
1st Careers Fair. With over 60 firms, professionals, Recruitment Officers, HR 
Managers and University representatives present at individual booths, students 
and parents received advice and information from established institutions and 
firms in various industries about the employment opportunities within their field. 

Students were able to appreciate what Cyprus’ most sought after employers are 
looking for in potential recruits and got information on the nature of various courses 
and professions. The Fair, which was open to the public, was communicated by 
the Media. 

organised by the Careers Department
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BITS&pieces
Outstanding Cambridge Learners Award 
Early in Term 2, the Cambridge Board of Examinations 
announced that two GCS students had been awarded 
the Outstanding Cambridge Learners Award. Stephanie 
Lemesianou of Form 7 was awarded for having achieved 
the Highest Mark in Cyprus in AS English Literature and 
Panayiotis Pierides of Form 6 was awarded for having 
achieved the Highest Mark in Cyprus in IGCSE Information & 
Communication Technology. Congratulations to both students 
and their teachers!

Student Conference 
Form 7 students Katerina 
Kaloutsou, Theophanis Kyriacou, 
Panayiota Ioannou, Nicole 
Kashouli and Michaella Socratous 
attended the conference “Durable 
solutions for unaccompanied 
minors due to the refugee crisis”. 
The conference was held at the 
House of Europe in Nicosia, on 
11 January 2016. 

General Knowledge Quiz Competition 
On 28 January the Events Committee organised the annual 
General Knowledge Quiz Competition which was open to the 
students of all Forms. The Lower School winner was Constantinos 
Anastasiades of Form 3, and the Upper School winners were 
Constantinos Panayiotou of Form 6 and Nicolas Yerolemou of 
Form 5. 

Charity 
Fashion Show 
The members of the Public 
Relations Student Society 
and the GCS Volunteers 
Club organised a charity 
fashion show on 6 February 
at the Mall of Cyprus. The 
proceeds were donated 
to the Cyprus Autistic 
Association.  

Lower School 
Day Trip 
On Friday, 12 February the 
students of the Lower School, 
accompanied by their teachers, 
went on a day trip to Kakopetria 
- a well-deserved break from 
the everyday class routine. 

Tsiknopepmti@GCS 
On 3 March, the students of Form 6 organised 
a fun-filled event with traditional games, music, 
dance, and a fancy dress competition, to 
celebrate Tsiknopempti – an activity all GCS 
students and teachers look forward to all year 
round.  

Valentine’s Day
St Valentine’s Day has been celebrated at the GCS for several 
years. This year’s 7th formers did not fail to carry on the 
tradition. On 15 February, Grads 16 organised a fund-raising 
event selling and delivering roses to surprised recipients of all 
ages!  

EUROMATH 
Student 
Conference 
In Term 2, the School was 
informed that the two group 

projects prepared by Form 6 GCS students will 
be presented in the EUROMATH Conference 
to be held in April 2016: Project “3..2..1 Action!”  
Andreas David, Melina Hadjidemetriou, Elena 
Xinari and Irene Athanasiadou. Project “Maths 
through their eyes!”  Mara Michaelidou, Athina 
Johnson, Constantinos Kalorkotis and Nicole 
Panayiotou. Both group projects will also take 
part in the MATHPresentation competition. 

Fête de la Francophonie 
On 21 March, the teachers and students of the French 
Department organised “Fête de la Francophonie”, an 
afternoon dedicated to French delicacies and culture. The 
aim of the event was to raise awareness of the language and 
culture of French speakers around the world, and it included 
music, dance, various competitions, and a Disney characters’ 
fashion show. 


