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Impact of School Libraries                
on student achievement 

by Christiana Socratous, GCS Library Administrator 

The Library is an important, but sometimes overlooked, part of 

a School. 

 

However, research has shown that School Libraries can have 

a positive impact on a range of learning areas, including                 

reading scores, literacy, and broader learning. 
 

What is more, research has indicated that students in schools 

with good Libraries, learn more, get better grades and score 

higher in standardized tests.  

Our School Library is not just for books, but a sophisticated 

21st century learning environment offering a full range of print 

and electronic resources that provide equal learning                      

opportunities for all!!!  

 



Library Students’ voices 

 

         " The school library helps me have a better                              

understanding of assessment tasks and how I should plan my 

work more thoughtfully". (Zeta Tziallis, 6Green) 

 

" The school library is open after school. This is helpful     

as I can do my homework". (Koutsoftas Evagoras, 2Green) 

" In Gates of Fire, Steven Pressfield managed to             

recreate the epic battle of Thermopylae. I enjoyed 

reading this breathtaking masterpiece and I totally 

recommend it for those who want to take a taste of 

what it was like to be on the battlefield on the side 

of king Leonidas of Sparta". (Hadjidemetriou        

Magdalena, 6Orange) 

 

" The school library is a peaceful place where I can watch movies 

and relax". (Christos Theodotou, 6Blue) 
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May The Odds Be Ever In Your Favour 

Written by television scriptwriter and novelist Suzanne Collins, ‘The 

Hunger Games Trilogy’ is set in the futuristic North America, known 

as Panem, which has been cut off all external communications with 

the rest of the world after 'The Dark Days'. In this post-apocalyptic 

world, the nation of Panem has managed to survive due to its single-

party totalitarian dictatorship, where the Twelve Districts must provide 

the oppressive Capitol with goods of a particular industry. After 'The 

Dark Days', a rebellion against the Capitol which resulted in the de-

struction of District Thirteen, ‘The Hungers Games’ are established. 

The purpose of this annual event is to demonstrate the                             

overwhelming power of the Capitol over the districts as well as to 

purely entertain the ignorant Capitol people who are yet vulnerable to 

sentimentality and melodrama. Twenty-four children between the       

ages of twelve and eighteen, one boy and one girl from each                          

district, are chosen during a reaping ceremony. These tributes are 

forced into a televised gladiatorial competition where they fight to the 

death until only one remains standing. Ironically, the victor is                      

supposed to gain eternal glory and is henceforth considered a                    

celebrity. 

Narrated from the perspective of stoic adolescent Katniss Everdeen, 

who volunteers as tribute to save her sister from what is in fact    

slaughter, the trilogy explores the concepts of survival, individualism 

and power. Suzanne Collins, who was partly inspired by the Greek 

myth of Theseus and the Minotaur and being the daughter of a U.S. Air 

Force officer who served in Vietnam, had a better understanding of 

poverty, starvation and the effects of war. Throughout the novels, the 

intense political and social criticism enhances the themes of                         

government control, defying the socially accepted norms and the ine-

quality between rich and poor. 

Collins' books, The Hunger Games, Catching Fire and Mockingjay, were 

released in September 2008, September 2009 and August 2010                   

respectively, gaining significant popularity after the film adaptations of 

the first and second books. Mockingjay will be adapted into two parts 

released in November 2014 and November 2015 causing emotional 

turmoil among the anticipating fans. As a result of her success, Collins 

was named one of Time magazine's most influential people of 2010, 

while in March 2012 she was announced to have become the best-

selling Kindle author of all time by Amazon.  

by Katerina Antoniou, of 

‘5Yellow’ 
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The well-developed characters as well as the amazingly pictured background, 

mainly in the arena of the games, make this book a stunning read which will keep 

your senses focused until the last page. The powerful description as well as the 

never-ending action will definitely make you catch your breath.  

The adventurous content and the main character’s emotions during the games as 

well as a small doze of romance transfer this magnificent book into a whole              

imaginary world where the reader can create his own vision of the situation.  
Highly recommended. Read it and you will gain an 

amazing experience! 

by Savvas Stavrinos, of ‘3Green’ 

The Hunger Games:  

One of the best books         

I’ve ever read!!! 

The Hunger Games is the story of 16 year old                  

Katniss Everdeen who takes her sister’s place at 

the Hunger Games, an event organized by the 

Capitol, during which the tributes from each                   

district fight to their death for the Capitol’s                     

entertainment.  

‘‘Reading 

is to mind 

what                   

exercise                 

is to the 

body.’’ 

-Joseph 

Addison   
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The 2014 People’s Choice Awards aired Thursday, Jan. 8, 

2014, and recognised the best stars in films, music and television 

as voted by fans.  

Check out the winners of our favourite categories: 

Favourite Comedic Movie 

The Heat 

Katerina: ‘I’ve watched this movie and  I must admit that I loved it! It is 

an outrageously entertaining buddy cop comedy. In my opinion Sandra 

Bullock and Melissa McCarthy were a sensational comic duo. They work 

surprisingly well together and deliver some great lines of dialogue and 

big laughs’. 

 

Favourite Family Movie 

Despicable Me 2 

Alexandra:  ‘Despicable Me 2 is surely Funnier and perhaps cuter  than 

the previous one (Despicable Me 1). It  offers plenty of thrilling visual 

creativity and a number of big laughs. I’ve watched it a thousand times 

and I can honestly say that is one of my favourite movies. It’s  becoming 

the 10th-biggest animated motion picture in U.S. history’. 

 

Favourite Movie Actor 

Johnny Depp 

Katerina: ‘Born John Christopher Depp in Owensboro, Kentucky, on 

June 9, 1963, Johnny Depp was raised in Florida. He dropped out of 

school at age 15 in the hopes of becoming a rock musician. He fronted a 

series of garage bands including The Kids, which once opened for Iggy 

Pop’. 

 

Favourite Movie Actress 

Sandra Bullock 

Alexandra:  ‘Sandra Bullock was born in 26 July1964 in  Virginia suburb 

of Washington, D.C., to Helga (Meyer), a German opera singer, and 

John W. Bullock, a U.S. voice teacher from Alabama. She grew up on 

the road with her parents and younger sister’. 

 

 

 

 

 by  Alexandra Papanastassiou of ‘6Yellow’ and  

       Katerina Ioannou , of ‘6Blue’  
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Favourite Band 

One Direction 

Katerina: ‘They were part of The X Factor (UK) in 2010, 

they were in the "bootcamp" stage when they were told 

they would not make it in the 'boys' category. One Direc-

tion was formed on July 23, 2010.Band consists of Liam 

Payne, Louis Tomlinson, Niall Horan, Harry Styles and 

Zayn Malik’. 

 

 

Favourite R&B Artist 

Justin Timberlake 

Alexandra: ‘Justin Randall Timberlake was born to Lynn 

Harless and Randy Timberlake on January 31, 1981, in 

Memphis, Tennessee. At the age of 11, he appeared on the 

show Star Search (1983), and even though he didn't win, it 

didn't dampen his ambitions’. 

 

 

Favourite Music Video 

Roar  

Katy Perry 

Katerina:  ‘Katy Perry was born in 25 October 1984 in              

California, the middle child of pastor parents. She has an 

older sister and younger brother. Raised in a deeply                   

religious family, Perry's first experience of performing was 

singing in church. A passion for music grew and at the age 

of 15, Perry began visiting Nashville, gaining experience of 

song writing and recording demos’. 

 

 

 

Favourite Year End Movie 

The Hunger Games: Catching Fire 

Alexandra: ‘The Hunger Games: Catching Fire, is a smart 

and smoothly directed movie. It is enriched with a deeper 

investigation of the franchise's thought-provoking themes.  

Jennifer Lawrence in the role of Katniss Everdeen, won  a 

Golden Globe award for her excellent performance in the 

aforementioned movie. It is an amazing movie and I really 

liked it!’. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P A G E  7  



 

Upcoming Events 

 

 

LIBRARY HOURS: 

Mon - Fri:  07
15 

–  16
00 

Short Break: 13
00

-13
45

 

   

Special thanks to  

Student Librarians: 

Antoniou Katerina, 5Yellow. 

Hadjigeorgiou Christos, 6Green. 

Ioannou Katerina, 6Blue.  
 
Melanidou Mikaella, 7Yellow.  
 
Michael Constantina, 7Yellow.  
 
Papanastassiou Alexandra, 6Yellow.  
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LIBRARY                         

WEEK 

MARCH ,    
  

03 -07 ,  2
014  


