
Stereotypes of librarians in 

popular culture are fre-

quently nega-

tive: librarians are por-

trayed as puritanical, puni-

tive, unattractive, and in-

troverted if female, or 

timid and effeminate if 

male. Such inaccurate ste-

reotypes are likely to have 

a negative impact on the 

attractiveness of librarian-

ship as a profession to 

young people.  

Here is a list of 8 

surprising former 

librarians that may 

inspire you to be-

come one... 

Who are this year’s student 

librarians? What made them 

want to become a librarian?  

Read and find out. 

What people believe librarians 

look like. 
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8 Surprising Former Librarians 

A lot of famous peo-

ple worked as librar-

ians. Here's a look at 

8 people who once 

worked amongst the 

bookshelves. 

 

L I B R A R Y  N E W S  

2. Giovanni Giacomo Casanova: "The World's Greatest Lover"• worked for 

13 years at the castle of Count Waldstein in Dux, Bohemia. Casanova’s job 

was to catalog  the Count's more than 40,000 volumes and clean the li-

brary, but he spent most of his time writing.  

3. Laura Bush: The former first lady holds a master's degree in library science from the 

University of Texas. She was a librarian in Houston, Dallas and Austin. 

She parlayed her passion and enthusiasm for reading during her time in 

the White House, launching the first National Book Festival in 2001.  

4. Eratosthenes of Cyrene: the Greek mathematician and geographer, 

Eratosthenes, served as a head librarian at the Library of Alexandria, 

and also personally tutored the Greek-speaking King of Egypt. He was a 

model bibliographer and possessed an all-around broad knowledge of 

many fields of study. 

1. Mao Zedong: Before he led the Com-

munist Party of China, Mao worked as a 

librarian's assistant at Peking University 

between 1918 and 1919. He needed a job, 

and earned only eight dollars a month or-

ganizing shelves. The future Chairman 

said, ‘My office was so low that people 

avoided me’.• 
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5. Lewis Carroll: The talented author of Alice's Adventures in Wonderland 

and Through the Looking Glass served as librarian at Christ Church, Oxford Uni-

versity (1885-1887). It was the perfect job for this enthusiastic reader whose 

job was to keep track of the books and the borrowers as well as tutoring stu-

dents.  

 6. Jorge Luis Borges: was an Argentine short-story writer, essayist, poet and translator and 

a key figure in Spanish-language literature.  Borges worked as a librarian in Buenos 

Aires. He was later appointed director of the Biblioteca Nacional, but stepped down 

when PerÃ³n gained control of Argentina. While serving in this prestigious position, 

Borges also taught literature at the University of Buenos Aires.  

 

7. J. Edgar Hoover: This FBI Director got his start in a government position when he 

worked at the Library of Congress ("the world's largest filing cabinet") while attending 

night school at George Washington Law School. He started as a messenger, but soon 

rose to cataloguer and then clerk. While working at the Library of Congress, Hoover 

mastered the Dewey Decimal system, which became the model for the FBI's central 

filing system. 

 8. Johann Wolfgang von Goethe:  Goethe worked at the Weimer Library which was one 

of the most important libraries in Germany.  When cleaning and organizing the Jena li-

brary, Goethe needed more room for books, and his request to use an empty room was 

denied. He was so determined to succeed that he broke through the brick wall to com-

plete his project. Later, he discovered that dampness was damaging  the books, Goethe 

decided to break down a city wall. 

 

*Adapted from http://mentalfloss.com/article/21437/quick-10-10-surprising-former-librarians  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Argentines
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spanish_literature
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‘Books are the 

plane, and the 

train, and the 

road. They are the 

destination, and 

the journey. They 

are home.;’  

‘...b
ooks 

(…
.)can 

infuse a p
erson with 

great 
knowledge 

while offering them 

a se
nse of ca

lmness’ 

and tra
nquillity

.  

Student Librarians 2017-2018 
 

 

Deciding to be-

come a school 

librarian was a 

very smart deci-

sion because I 

really enjoy com-

ing here.  

L I B R A R Y  N E W S  

Deciding to become a student librarian was 

a wise decision, as it 

has helped me to be-

come more organised 

as a person. I’m now in 

Form 6 and this is the 

first time that I’ve 

joined this club and I 

must say that it was the 

best decision I’ve ever 

made; it has helped me 

discover my passion for 

books and realise that 

they can infuse a person  

with great knowledge 

while offering them a sense of calmness and 

tranquillity.  

Angelina Patsalidou, Form 6  

The reason be-

hind my decision 

to become a librarian was primarily because of 

my deep and unconditional love for books.  As 

Anna Quindlen said, ‘Books are the plane, and the 

train, and the road. They are the destination, and 

the journey. They are home.’ This is what being in the 

school library feels like to me; a home.    

Natalia Kleanthous,, Form 6  

 I ’m Maria Beka and I ’m 

in Form 1.Deciding to 

become a school l i -

brarian was a very 

smart decision because 

I real ly enjoy coming 

here, helping the 

school l ibrarian to or-

ganise the l ibrary,  

think of new l ibrary 

competit ions and deco-

rate the l ibrary for 

special  events.   I  al so 

real ly l ike the calm 

atmosphere of the l ibrary! 

There’s no f r iend as loya l as a 

book. –Ernest Hemingway  

Maria Beka,  Form1 

I am Eva Michaelides 

and I am in Form 1.I 

have decided to 

become a school 

librarian because I 

really enjoy organis-

ing the books in the 

library. I also really 

like coming up with new library competitions 

for my schoolmates (this was actually one of 

the main reasons why I joined this club).  

Eva Michaelides, Form 1 

Being a student librarian has been a stimulating and rewarding choice. 

I joined the library club so that I would have the op-

portunity to work in a calm surrounding, which is 

something that I love. Additionally, I believe that I will 

have the opportunity to develop some useful skills 

such as assisting and aiding other students, as well as 

the chance to get involved in some interesting events 

hosted by the library.  

Olga Papadopoulou, Form 6 

I decided to become a student librarian because 

I love to organise books and help out in the 

library. Also, I like the quiet and calm atmos-

phere that exists in the library, as I can do my 

homework. 

Christina Livanou, Form 6 

I found the idea of being a librarian an 

exciting one as I get to help my school-

mates. I joined the club in order to help 

organise the books on the shelves and 

organise events. The library is a fun place 

to be. 

Takis Papaphilippou, Form 6. 

I joined the student librarians’ club as books have always inspired and fascinated me. The 

school library is a place where I can go and relax, do my homework and study for tests. I 

believe that being a member of this club will help me become more hard-working and respon-

sible as a person. 

Evangelos Neophytou, Form 6   



New Books 
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Why can't you light a candle in a spaceship? What books are bad for you? Is nature natural? Every year Oxford and Cam-

bridge's learned professors pose such curious conundrums to potential students. This book is a collection of these per-

plexing problems  

 

Merricat Blackwood lives on the family estate with her sister Constance and her Uncle Julian. Not long ago 

there were seven Blackwoods—until a fatal dose of arsenic found its way into the sugar bowl one terrible 

night. Acquitted of the murders, Constance has returned home, where Merricat protects her from the curi-

osity and hostility of the villagers. Their days pass in happy isolation until cousin Charles appears. Only Mer-

ricat can see the danger, and she must act swiftly to keep Constance from his grasp.   

Despite the tumor-shrinking medical miracle that has bought her a few years, Hazel has never been anything but terminal, her 

final chapter inscribed upon diagnosis. But when a gorgeous plot twist named Augustus Waters suddenly appears at Cancer Kid 

Support Group, Hazel’s story is about to be completely rewritten. 

The record-breaking annual is back and full of incredible accomplishments, spectacular stunts, cutting-edge science and amaz-

ing sporting feats. Discover hundreds of new photographs, stats and facts. Also new this year is a celebration of the superlative 

with dazzling infographic features exploring the ultimate absolutes, such as the fastest, highest and heaviest. Does the longest 

sofa outstretch the longest train? Does the tallest Easter egg exceed the tallest snowman?   

The Fiske Guide to Colleges named 38 schools as "best buy" colleges for 2018. 

Fiske ranks colleges based on their commitment to provide what Abigail Summerville of CNBC calls "reasonable" tuition. 

Edward Fiske, the author of the Fiske Guide and former education editor at the New York Times, systematically reviews 

over 300 private and public colleges and universities in the United States, Canada, and the United Kingdom, according to 

the website College Countdown. He places each one in either an inexpensive or moderate category based on in-state and 

out-of-state tuition and fees. 

On Monday afternoon, five students at Bayview High walk into detention. 

Bronwyn, the brain, is Yale-bound and never breaks a rule. Addy, the beauty, is the picture-perfect homecoming prin-

cess. Nate, the criminal, is already on probation for dealing. Cooper, the athlete, is the all-star baseball pitcher. 

And Simon, the outcast, is the creator of Bayview High’s notorious gossip app. 

 Only, Simon never makes it out of that classroom. Before the end of detention Simon's dead. And according to investigators, 

his death wasn’t an accident. On Monday, he died. But on Tuesday, he’d planned to post juicy reveals about all four of his high-

profile classmates, which makes all four of them suspects in his murder. Or are they the perfect patsies for a killer who’s still 

on the loose?. Everyone has secrets, right? What really matters is how far you would go to protect them.  

Sixteen-year-old Starr Carter moves between two worlds: the poor neighborhood where she lives and the fancy subur-

ban prep school she attends. The uneasy balance between these worlds is shattered when Starr witnesses the fatal 

shooting of her childhood best friend Khalil at the hands of a police officer. Khalil was unarmed.  

New Books 
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Library Events/Photos 

 

Book Spine Contest: The Book spine poetry contest was the first 

contest that  was organized by our library this year. It required students to create a 

‘poem’ using the titles found on the spines of the books located in the GCS Library.  

 

L I B R A R Y  N E W S  

Our winner!!!  

Dimitris Konstantinou 

The top three poems!!! 

HALLOWEEN : Halloween is without a doubt a day that everyone 

enjoys! With the help of the student librarians our library  was decorated in an 

imaginative way that truly captured the Halloween spirit. Also, on 25th October 

our library gave the students the opportunity to watch a film called Adams Fami-

ly.  
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Study Skills Seminar: on 20th September the GCS Library, in collaboration with the Careers Depart-

ment, hosted a Study Skills Seminar for all 1st Form Students.  The 

main focus of the seminar was to give students some useful insight on 

how to manage their workload and how to study at home on a daily basis, 

as well as before a test or an exam. In 

practical terms, students were pre-

sented with some effective study skills 

for some specific subjects and they 

were presented with some resourceful 

tips with regards to time management. 

 

 

 

A few words about our library: 

The GCS Library is mainly a lending library, aiming at promot-

ing students’ reading and improving their literacy skills. 

Through its resources and facilities, the Library is able to cater 

for the varied academic, as well as personal, interests of the 

whole school community. A collection of books and periodi-

cals is arranged by subject on shelves open for browsing. In-

ternet stations have been installed in the Library, providing 

Internet access, and photocopying facilities are also available in 

the Library. The Library is fully equipped with a large selection 

of DVDs concerning educational, environmental and social 

issues.  
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GC School of Careers 

For donating over 100 books to our library! 

O r g a n i z a t i o n  

If you have any suggestions/comments 

please send us an email: 

athemistokleous@gcsc.ac.cy 

to We would like to say                                           


