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STUDENT SPOTLIGHT 
 
Midia Petrou – Form 7 

 

What subjects are you taking in 
school? 

 
I am studying Ancient History, Economics 

and Mathematics to A Level.  
 
Are you a member of any school clubs? 

 
This year I am not participating in any 

clubs, but in Form 6 I was a member of 
the Fiji Fertiliser team, the national 
winning team of Junior Achievement 

2018 Competition. 
 
What degree course are you thinking 

of applying to? 

 

Since I enjoy mathematics and studying 
theoretical subjects like economics, I 
decided that I want to pursue an 

Economics career. 

Why have you decided to apply for a 
degree in the Netherlands (Holland)? 

 

I will apply to universities in Holland 
since, there plenty of English speaking 
Universities with a world-renowned 

education. Tuition fees and cost of living 
are also very low compared to England. 

 
 
 

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT 
 
Ioanna Cherepeti – Form 7 

 
What subjects are you taking in 
school? 

 
I am taking English Literature, Economics 
and Ancient History to A Level. 
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Have you carried out any work 
experience?  

 

During the summer I worked at a law firm 
where I had the opportunity to attend 
trials at the Supreme Court of Justice in 

Cyprus, shadow lawyers and interact with 
clients, ultimately exploring the endless 

horizons of the legal cosmos. 
 
What do you want to study and where? 

 
I want to study European and 

International Law at the University of 
Maastricht in Netherlands. 
 
Why have you decided to apply to the 
Netherlands? 
 

I have decided to apply to the Netherlands 
for the international and multinational 

environment it provides as a country. 
Also, I believe that as a whole, their 
education system is very innovative and 

unique.  
 

 
STUDENT SPOTLIGHT 
 
Alexios Nicolaou – Form 7 
 
Which A-level subjects have you 

selected in school? 

  

I am currently studying Applied ICT, Art 
& Design and I am also taking the 
Multimedia course.  

 
What degree course have you decided 

to apply for? 
 

I will apply for Media Studies at multiple 

universities in Holland. I decided to apply 
for Media Studies because I believe that it 
is a very interesting and fascinating 

course involving both technology and 
social media. Specifically, the courses 

available at the University of Amsterdam, 

the University of Groningen and at the 
Erasmus University of Rotterdam are very 
intriguing!  
 
Why have you decided to apply to the 
Netherlands? 

 
I wanted something different than the UK, 

which is the most common amongst 
students. As such, I compared 
universities in Italy and also the 

Netherlands and I found that for Media 
Studies, Holland has an exceptional 

rating compared to other countries.   
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GRADUATE SPOTLIGHT- ANGELO 
ODYSSEOS- GRAD 2015 
 

 
 
What did you study at university? 

 

I studied Liberal Arts and Sciences: 
Global Challenges. It is an 

interdisciplinary degree where I focused 
on the major of World Politics. 
 
Why did you choose the Netherlands?  

 

I chose the Netherlands since I wanted 
something different from the Cypriot 
standard of going to the UK. I was looking 

for a competitive university in an open-
minded society with a lot of international 
students. Leiden University was the best 

choice:) 
 
Tell us about your undergraduate 
experience.  

 

During my studies, I met and became 
friends with people from all around the 

world. This helped me to travel to many 
countries and meet different cultures. 
Moreover, my university gave me the 

opportunity to study abroad in the United 
States which was an experience I will 
never forget! 

 

Would you recommend it to students 
who are currently considering their 
path to higher education?  

 
I would definitely recommend studying in 
the Netherlands if you are looking for 3 

years of fun, adventures and 
simultaneously a high quality education. 

Be prepared to study but also to party a 

lot.  
 
 
Anything you would do differently? 
Word of advice? 

 
My word of advice is to get out of your 
comfort zone. Always seek for new 

opportunities, extra courses, activities, 
trips and adventures. These are the things 

that shaped me during my university 
years and helped me to meet all these 
wonderful people. 
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TEACHER SPOTLIGHT – KYRIACOS 
SHITTIS – COMPUTER TEACHER 
 

What is your educational 
background? 

 
I have a diploma in Computer Studies 

from a Higher Technical Institute and 
then continued on to the University of 
Hertfordshire. There, I completed my 

Bachelor’s Degree in Computer Science 
and my Master’s Degree in MSc 
Distributed Systems and Networks. My 

studies included the in-depth 
understanding of how I could distribute 

data, communication and security. I 
learned software development, 
networking and communications 

finalization with different operating 
systems.  
 
 
 

 

Why did you decide to follow this 
degree? 

 

Computers were something new and big 
when I finished school. It was, and is the 
industry of the future which constantly 

creates new job opportunities. 
 
When were you first introduced to 
computers?  
 

I was only ten when I got my first 
computer and I was the only one in my 

whole neighbourhood that had one. My 
father had asked me what I would rather 
have: a computer or a bicycle. Without a 

doubt in my mind I asked for a computer; 
something special and, at the time, 
unique.  

 
 How do you find teaching life? 

 
Teaching is very important as we play an 
important role in a number of children’s 

lives and their choices.  I try to transfer 
the passion I felt for this subject when I 

was young; how important it is when a 
computer communicates when typing a 
command and how exciting it is when the 

computer responds to it and the most 
interesting thing is teaching programing. 
When I was younger, we didn’t have 

YouTube or many online resources but I 
was lucky. I gathered as much 

information as I could from asking my 
classmates, but most importantly I had 
an amazing teacher during my studies at 

the Higher Technical Institute.   
 
Any words of wisdom? 

 
Now the opportunities are much greater 

than when I was young. Today my 
students can understand and 
comprehend the subject better, but 

nothing can be truly achieved in this filed 
if they don’t further their learning by 

themselves. A teacher can only teach you 
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so much. I can teach you programing up 
to a point, however the quality of a 
programmer you are going to become 

depends solely on the endless hours you 
spend on it by yourself. Coding scares 
many people, however students can be 

seen holding their tablets and 
smartphones without knowing what is 

behind them: the hours that were spent 
on programing. Typing single programs, 
making them understand how a computer 

works and how stupid a computer in 
reality is; having to put every single 

instruction as a code to respond. 
 
IGCSE Computer Science now has 

computer science coding - a great 
opportunity for students to get a taste of 
what a subject like this includes. There 

are a lot of chapters that a student could 
become interested in as computer science 

is a broad subject that includes web page 
design, design and graphics, programing, 
security and so much more.  

 
It is a truly interesting lesson that always 

evolves, according to technology. 
Students have to study on their own as 
what they learn at school may not apply 

in the future. Computers are and will 
always evolve at a rapid pace.  
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

CAREERS SPOTLIGHT – STUDY   
DESTINATION 

 

THE NETHERLANDS 
 
The Netherlands or Holland as some 

people may know it as, has seen a growing 
interest by students across the globe. For 

one, this country’s education system has 
exceptionally high world rankings, some 
as close to LSE and Kings College London! 

Also, you are able to grasp the 
opportunity of obtaining international 
work experience which is essential when 

looking to enter today’s job market. Dutch 
universities place a strong emphasis on 

good personal relations between staff and 
students in order to enhance 
interpersonal skills. Universities in the 

Netherlands are very forward thinking in 
their approach to education but their 

most important objective is to provide you 
with the skills and knowledge you will 
need later in your career.  

Admissions 

The admissions process for Dutch 
universities is very different from the 

British system. Although there is now a 
centralised admissions process, 

Studielink, it does not work in the same 
way as UCAS. 
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With very few exceptions you are entitled 
to a place to study at a Dutch university 
if you have a school leaving certificate. For 

Cypriot students, this typically means 
that you have completed at least 2 A' 
levels or achieved the Cyprus Apolyterion 

with a passing grade. Then the specific 
department you apply to will request 

further specific subject criteria; for 
example if you apply for Computer 
Science they will request Mathematics at 

grades A, B or C OR 16/20 in the Cyprus 
Apolyterio. For this reason it is usually 

much easier to receive an offer from a 
Dutch university. You will simply be told 
that you will be accepted subject to your 

achieving your A’ levels in the summer.  

 

The application deadline for most courses 
is May 1st for EU students for admission 

to university in the following September. 
The exceptions are courses that are 
subject to Numerus Fixus (fixed amount 

of places); these always have earlier 
application deadlines. 

 

 

Ranking 
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CAREERS SPOTLIGHT 
 
Studying Architecture 

 

Education 

In terms of selecting A-levels, students 

should aim to choose Mathematics, Art 

and Design and for some universities 

Physics is a requirement. To become a 

qualified architect you need to follow 

certain stages: 

Part 1 - an approved first degree in 

architecture, which typically takes three 

or four years 

Stage 1 practical experience - usually 12 

months of supervised and recorded 

professional experience. This is commonly 

taken in architects' practices, but may be 

in any sector of the building industry, 

including construction and design, as 

long as the work is related to architecture 

and is supervised by a construction 

professional 

Part 2 - two years of further study for a 

diploma, further degree or Masters Degree 

in architecture. 

 

 

 

 

Stage 2 practical experience - a minimum 

of 12 further months of supervised and 

recorded professional experience, to make 

up the 24 months required to sit the Part 

3 examination. 

Part 3 - an examination in professional 

practice and management, which 

students may take on completion of the 

above. This involves a written and oral 

examination as well as assessment of 

your 24 months' practical experience. 

Once you've completed this examination, 

you can register as an architect with the 

ARB and apply to become a chartered 

member of RIBA. 

 

Career Expectations 

An architect should be prepared to work 

long hours when it comes to demanding 

projects. However, on other occasions, an 

architect would normally work within 

office hours. After university when you 

have become a fully qualified architect, 

your yearly salary could be anywhere 

between €36,000 and €50,000.  
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As an architect, you'll design new 

buildings or extensions or alterations to 

existing structures, and advise on the 

restoration and conservation of old 

properties. You may work on individual 

buildings or on large redevelopment, 

schemes and your responsibility can 

extend to the design of the surrounding 

landscape and spaces. Working closely 

with clients and users, you'll make sure 

that projected designs match 

requirements and are functional, safe and 

economical. You'll usually control a 

project from start to finish and work with 

a number of construction professionals, 

including surveyors and engineers. 

 

Top Best Universities for Architecture 

 

October Events 

Radboud University Presentation 

On Monday 8 October an admissions 

officer from Radboud University in the 

Netherlands visited our school. Students 

were given valuable information regarding 

entry requirements, info on student life 

and an insight into degree choices.  
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Projects Abroad Presentation 

On Friday 19 October, a presentation by 

a UK representative from the Projects 

Abroad Organisation took place at the 

school. Students were introduced to this 

invaluable volunteering programme with 

places and programmes available in Peru, 

Argentina, Africa and in so many other 

countries where assistance is always 

needed.  

 

Studies in Italy Presentation 

On Thursday 25 October, Ms. Eirini Chari 

from the Italian Embassy in Cyprus 

hosted a talk on studies in Italy. She gave 

valuable info on entry requirements, 

admission procedures and the vast 

amount of courses available.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

Swiss Education Group Presentation 
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On Tuesday 30 October, a representative 

from the Swiss Education Group came 

and hosted a talk on the different 

opportunities available at various Swiss 

institutions. He discussed programs such 

as Hospitality Management, Business 

Management and more.  

 

Form 2 Study Skills 

On Tuesday 30 October Ms. Kaimakliotis 

held a Study Skills Seminar for Form 2 

students where they learned new study 

habits, organisation skills and the 

importance of gaining skills from extra-

curricular activities.   

 

 

 

 

 

November Events 
 
Southampton University Visits the GCS 

 

On Tuesday 6 November at 2.15pm a 
representative from the University of 

Southampton will visit our school. Useful 
insight on university life, entry 
requirements and personal statement 

advice will be given. 
 
 

Groningen University Visit 

 
 

On Wednesday 7 November at 5.30pm a 
representative from Groningen University 
in the Netherlands will visit our school. 

The representative will explain the Dutch 
application procedure, entry 

requirements for EU students, student life 
and EU fees.  
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Warwick University Visit 
 

 
 
On Thursday 8 November at 2.15pm a 

representative from Warwick University in 
the UK will host a presentation at our 
school on entry requirements, the vast 

amount of degrees available and on 
student life at Warwick.  

 
Sheffield University Visit 
 

 
On Friday 9 November, representatives 
from the UK, University of Sheffield will 

meet with Ms Marianna Zittis, to discuss 
university admissions and developments 
of the university.  

 
Form 3 Study Skills Workshop 
 

On Wednesday 22 November the Careers 
Department is hosting a Study Skills 

Seminar for students in Form 3. This 
presentation will cover topics related to 
‘University Degree Choices’.  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Multi – Mini – Interview (MMI) 
Workshop 

 
 

The Careers Department is currently 
preparing students for Medical School 
Interviews. Most UK Medical Schools 

assess students through an MMI system, 
Multiple Mini Interviews. This is an 

interview format that uses many short 
independent assessments, (interview 
stations) typically in a timed circuit, to 

obtain an aggregate score of each 
candidate's soft skills.  

 
Examples of what a station may be 
assessing include:  

- The ability to deal with breaking 
bad news 

- Creativity 

- Data interpretation 

- Background knowledge on and 
motivation towards Medicine 

- Problem-solving 

- Communication skills 
 

On Wednesday 28 November, students of 
Forms 6 & 7, interested in studying 
Medicine, Dentistry or Veterinary Science 

will participate in an MMI workshop. This 
workshop will provide real insight into 

how universities in the UK host their own 
MMI’s.  
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QUOTE OF THE MONTH… 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
The Careers Team  

  
Marianna Zittis-Charalambides  

(Head of Careers)  
  
Angela Kaimakliotis  

(Careers Counsellor)  
  

Katerina Mesolongiti  
(Careers Assistant)  
  

Kristina Pavlou  
(Careers Assistant)  
  

Teressa Televantou  
(Careers Assistant) 


