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STUDENT SPOTLIGHT 
 

Korina Michaelidou – Form 7 

What A-level subjects have you 
chosen? 

 
I have selected Mathematics, Chemistry 

and Biology, alongside French as a fourth 
subject. 
 
What extra-curricular activities are 
you involved in? 
 

I participate in the school Volunteering 
Club and I also play the piano. 

 
 
What degree have you applied for and 

why?  
 

I consider myself privileged to be able to 
help people, so why not do it? Science has 
always been my favourite subject at 

school and I particularly enjoy talking and 
working with people, which are all 

perfectly combined into a Medicine 

degree. I know that being a doctor is by no 
means an easy profession and I will need 

to deal with the unexpected on a regular 
basis; but what motivates me is the 
thought of going to bed after a shift 

knowing that I have made someone's life 
better. 

 
What will you miss the most from the 
GC School when you graduate? 

 
Obviously my friends and teachers, 
leaving the school and my everyday 

routine of 7 years behind. 
 

 
GRADUATE SPOTLIGHT 
Christos Petrou – Grad 2018 

What degree have you applied for and 

why? 

I have applied for BA in Geography, a 

course that examines the human aspect 

of the vast field of geography. The 

interaction between people and their 

surrounding environment has always 

fascinated me, particularly when it comes 

to urban environments and their ability to 

bring about a positive social change. ‘How 

do we create the perfect city?’ and ‘what is 

the ever-changing role of people in this 

artificial habitat?’ are a couple of inquires 

that I wish to expand my knowledge on. 

At the London School of Economics and 

Political Sciences (LSE) I will be able to 

explore countless concepts of this 

magnificent degree whilst being immersed 

into one of the world’s greatest and most 

innovative global cities. 
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What is your greatest 

accomplishment? 

Representing Cyprus at the International 

Geography Olympiad Conference held in 

Quebec, Canada, and being awarded a 

Bronze medal for my performance in the 

competition was undoubtedly the 

highlight of my whole academic year!  

IGeo has given me the chance to express 

my own ideas and evaluations on both 

current and timeless principles of 

geography. It brought me together with 

young aspiring innovators from all over 

the world sharing a common goal - to 

contribute positively in a world currently 

experiencing some of the greatest 

challenges of all time. Being awarded a 

Bronze medal was equally matched by the 

valuable opportunity to explore the host 

city, visit some of its most spectacular 

sceneries and to be a part of the rich 

cultural exchange between the 43 student 

teams, each enthusiastically representing 

their home country. 

What extra-curricular activities are 

you involved in? 

It would be inadequate if I did not refer to 

my passion for Art and Design. I have 

been taking art lessons independently 

since the age of 6. For myself, it is a 

leisure pursuit which has become a 

distinctive part of my life and my work as 

I always strive for aesthetically pleasing 

and organised practices, regardless of the 

situation. The goal that we have set as 

artists – the thirst for a change and an 

evolvement - is nothing less but a drive for 

betterment and innovation. My experience 

with art has been a continuous 

experimentation with new techniques and 

ideas. Currently, I am working on 

individual pieces, however, I would love to 

host my own complete gallery exhibition 

in the future! 

What is your ultimate career goal? 

Even though I am not limiting myself to 

just one ultimate goal, it is safe to say that 

it is definitely one which integrates 

creative design and innovative thinking 

into living environments. I aspire to use 

the knowledge on human geography and 

urban environments that I will acquire 

through my studies as a foundation upon 

which I will introduce my own artistic way 

of thinking. Being involved in creative 

urban projects, amongst renowned 

urbanists of the time, aimed at improving 

the everyday life of people is a dream of 

mine I frequently think of. Cities will 

become my new blank canvases as I truly 

believe that we transform our cities and 

our cities transform us in return.  
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TEACHER SPOTLIGHT  

 
Linda Mousoulides – Head of 

Geography 

 
 
What is your favourite thing about 

teaching? 
 

The opportunity to share knowledge and 

see the students grow as people over 
time.   
 
What made you decide on teaching 
Geography? 

I wanted to do something that interests 

me and that I love.  
 

Any words of wisdom? 

If you do what sparks your interest or 
what you are passionate about, you will 
always do your best. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

CAREERS SPOTLIGHT –  

STUDYING MATHEMATICS 
 

An undergraduate degree in Mathematics 
can be quite a challenge; but if you’re into 
brainteasers, problem-solving, 

understanding your doubts then a degree 
in Mathematics could be a choice for you.  

 

 
In terms of selecting your A-levels, most 
BSc Mathematics degrees in the UK 

require Mathematics and Further 
Mathematics. Some of the more selective 

universities including Cambridge, Bristol, 
Bath, and Imperial will want to see 
science or mathematics-related subjects 

as a third A-level. These subjects can 
include but are not limited to Computer 

Science, Physics and Chemistry.  
 
A student considering a degree in 

Mathematics should also keep in mind 
the fact that admission officers are also 
looking for specific admission tests such 

as MAT or STEP. The MAT (Mathematics 
Admissions Test) is required by applicants 

interested in applying to Oxford, Warwick 
and Imperial University, depending on the 
course that they wish to study. The MAT 

is designed to be approachable for all 
students, including those without Further 

Mathematics A-level or equivalent. It aims 
to test the depth of mathematical 
understanding of a student rather than a 
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breadth of knowledge. The mathematical 

knowledge and techniques required to do 
the questions are taken from a syllabus 

roughly corresponding to AS-level Maths, 
with a few extra topics from A-level Maths. 
 

The STEP admission test (STEP 1, STEP 2 
and STEP 3) is used by institutions such 

as, the University of Cambridge and the 
University of Warwick. All STEP papers 
examine Pure Mathematics, Mechanics 

and Statistics. The difference is that STEP 
3 uses material from the Further 
Mathematics A-level, making it a more 

challenging exam.  
 

The opportunities for someone with a 
Bachelor’s degree in Mathematics are 
unlimited. For starters you can tap into 

any discipline of studies since you have 
developed various transferable skills such 

as time management, organisation, 
critical reasoning as well as analytical 
thinking. Recently there has been a move 

towards the banking and financial risk 
sector from those who have studied 
Mathematics. Graduates in Mathematics 

also lean towards a career in the business 
sector as consultants or even as 

accountants. These are just a few of the 
obvious routes that graduates take whilst 
others prefer something more creative and 

go into Teaching, Social Media Analytics 
or even Market Research.  
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

January Events 

Study Skills Form 5 
 

On Wednesday 16 January, students of 
Form 5 interested in applying to 
university programmes that require 

interviews participated in a seminar 
organised by the Careers Department on 
Interview Tips and Communication Skills.  

 
UCAS Presentation for Form 6 Students 

 
On Monday 21 January, students of Form 
6 were informed by the Careers 

Department of the UCAS application 
procedure. They were given advice on how 

to search for universities and entry 
requirements. Students were also given 
useful tips on how to write personal 

statements.  
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UCAS Presentation for Form 6 Parents  
 

On Thursday 24 January parents of Form 
6 students were given the same 
presentation that Form 6 students were 

given on Monday.  
 

Robotics Presentation by a Professor 
from Middlesex University 
 

 
On Monday 28 January, Professor Nick 

Wielder from Middlesex University came 
to our school and hosted a talk on the field 

of robotics. He showcased a robot and 
explained to the students the use of 
robots in our everyday lives and the effect 

on our future with the use of robots.  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Form 6 Interview Prep Workshop 

 
On Tuesday 5 February, the Careers 

Department is organising a workshop for 
students that are interested in applying 
for any course that requires an interview 

for admission to university. 
 

Form 7 How to Reply to Offers Meeting 
 
On Tuesday 12 February, there will be an 

informative session for students in Form 
7 on how to reply to their UCAS offers. 
 

Studies in Germany Presentation 
 

On Wednesday 20 February, there will be 
a presentation hosted by Professor Ina 
Sammler regarding entry requirements, 

application procedures and higher 
education opportunities in Germany.  
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WORDS OF WISDOM 
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