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OXBRIDGE APPLICATIONS 

 

In the month of October, Ms. Marianna 

Zittis - Charalambides was busy 

submitting applications to Universities of 

Cambridge and Oxford, with a 15th of 

October deadline.  

We wish our students the best of luck 

with their applications! 

 

UK MEDICAL SCHOOL APPLICATIONS 

As every year, Ms. Marianna, worked 

closely with Form 7 students who have 

their heart set on committing to the world 

of Medicine. By the 15 October deadline, 

all UK Medical School applications were 

sent. We will be sending to Medical 

Schools in other countries over the next 

few months.  

Let’s wish them the best of luck and hope 

that each and every one of them receive a 

place to study in the fall.  

 

INTERVIEW PREPARATION 

All students that have applied for courses 

which require an interview as part of their 

assessment, receive guidance and 

assistance on how to approach the 

interview stage of their application 

process. This year, as like last year, due 

to COVID-19 measures, students can 

expect that their interview will take place 

online. Nevertheless, the GCS Careers 

Department, with the help of our subject 

teachers, is working hard towards 

preparing all students for their interviews. 

Each student is given mock interviews 

once their application is submitted, under 

strict interview conditions, always 

providing valuable feed-back comments. 

 

USA APPLICATIONS 

 

This year the demand for students 

interested in applying to universities in 

the USA has grown. Ms. Marianna has 

been supporting students in preparing 

their essays and application materials. 

Students applying to these universities 

hope to receive some beneficial financial 

assistance including merit – based or 

athletic scholarships. 

Best of luck to all! 
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APPLICATIONS TO THE 

NETHERLANDS 

 

 

With the changes of Brexit, this year 

studies in Holland has become a popular 

choice due to low fees and a high 

academic standard. Application 

procedures commenced on 1st October 

and students have until 15th May to apply. 

Students who are applying for competitive 

courses such as medicine and psychology 

are required to apply before the 15th of 

January and strive through the selection 

procedure. Ms. Sophia Alexia Ioannou has 

been working closely with students this 

year to make the right university choices 

and coordinate applications. Some 

common choices include:  

Groningen University 

University of Amsterdam 

Utrecht University 

UNIVERSITY ADMISSION TESTS 

CAMBRIDGE AND OXFORD ADMISSION 

TESTS 

On November 3 the school hosted the 

University of Oxford and Cambridge 

Admission tests for students applying to 

relevant courses at the prestigious 

universities. The Admission Tests play a 

significant role in the university’s decision 

to invite applicants for an interview. We 

wish all of our students the best of luck.  

OCTOBER EVENTS 

 

 

 

Form 3 Subject selection and 

University Destination Workshop 

On 25th October, Ms. Sophia, presented 

information on how students should 

select their IGCSE subjects which they 

will be taking next year as well as the 

options of university destinations. She 

briefly explained the entry requirements, 

structure of education and application 

procedure that students should follow for 

each country. Students engaged in this 

workshop by asking various questions 

about required subjects for specific 

courses and possible interests they have. 

The importance of being involved in 

extracurricular activities was also 

stressed as making university candidates 

stand out.  
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Studying at Newcastle University  

On Monday 25 October, Dr Joe Matthews, 

professor in the School of Mathematics, 

Statistics and Physics at Newcastle 

University in the UK, visited our school to 

talk to students about careers in 

Mathematics/Physics/STEM subjects, 

and what they can get out of studying 

such subjects at University.  He also 

spoke to students about life at Newcastle 

and the summer school they are hosting 

specifically for Cypriot students, for which 

they pay for students' accommodation 

and subsistence and at which students 

attend mini lectures on campus. The 

University of Newcastle has just 

announced they will be offering 50%-60% 

scholarships to ALL European applicants 

for entry 2022.  

 

A flash from the past with a GCS Grad 

 

On Friday 22 October, Stelios Serghiou, 

GCS graduate 2006, came to our school 

to speak to potential medical school 

applicants regarding the field of medicine. 

After completing his medical degree at the 

University of Edinburgh, Stelios 

completed a Master’s and PhD at Stanford 

University USA. He is now working at 

Google, creating new applications of 

artificial intelligence in medicine. We are 

extremely proud of his career journey so 

far and grateful to have him back here to, 

in turn, guide and advise students on 

their career journey which is just 

beginning.  

 

NOVEMBER EVENTS 

 

Form 1 Study skills Workshop 

Transitioning from Primary school to 

Secondary school can be very tough. 

Therefore, the Careers Department 

arranged a study skills workshop for each 

Form 1 class, in order to guide students 

on how to study for their subjects and 

offer top tips to excel. Ms. Sophia has 

been delivering these workshops through 

the first two weeks of November. Students 

have provided positive feedback and 

engaging with questions for further 

guidance.  
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Scholarships in the States 

With our increasing enrolment in the GCS 

Sports School and academically high 

achieving students, the interest of studies 

in the US increases each year. With their 

heart set on living the dream in some of 

the top colleges in the US, the application 

procedure and opportunity of a 

scholarship is a huge element of their 

decision. On the 10th of November, the 

GCS Careers Department organised a 

virtual informative workshop on 

applications and scholarships in the 

states in collaboration with Global 

Education. A successful workshop with 

great participation, both students and 

teachers where granted opportunities to 

ask specific questions which may 

determine their choices.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Interviewing our new careers 

counsellor Ms. Sophia Ioannou 

 

How does it feel to be back at your old 

school not as a student anymore? 

I think it is weird and exciting at the same 
time. Many of my ex teachers are now my 
colleagues, I’m very grateful because I do 

get along with everyone, and at the same 
time I have always loved the school 
environment and that’s why I came back. 

I personally believe that we have one of 
the best environments as a school and, it 
is a very nice environment to work in too. 

 

Why did you decide to become a careers 

counsellor? 

Being a careers counsellor is not 
something you can study; I graduated 

with a degree in Social work, which has 
similarities to careers counselling, as you 
guide and support individuals in their 

personal and professional lives. Also, kind 
of similar taking different steps into 

planning to study their dream course. I 
was a student who always looked up to 
the careers counsellors at my school, 

having an excellent relationship with 
then; in fact, I was a careers assistant in 
Form 7 as well.  
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Do you think it has helped your position 

being a careers assistant? 

I think it helped in terms of giving me a 
general idea on what careers counselling 

entails. A careers counsellor also aims to 
help you find different interests of yours, 
including hobbies, courses and different 

careers; not just how to get there but the 
journey in reaching their goal. Moreover, 

having known the school academic 
system and being familiar with some of 
the events organised by the careers 

department, provided me with a great 
head start as a member of the 
department. Having graduated not that 

long ago has helped me advise the 
students, whilst I have noticed they also 

feel comfortable and engaging talking to 
me making my position rewarding.  

 

What would you advise 7th formers now 

applying to University?  

Firstly, I would say enjoy it! When we are 
students, we mostly see school as 
something that is a burden and effort but 

that should not be the case. So many 
people around us want to help us enjoy 
every moment within the school 

environment, supporting students in 
becoming the best version of themselves. 

Make sure to take time and effort in 
enjoying your student years and that you 
do keep track and ensure that you are 

studying hard and consistently, pay 
attention in class and take steps towards 
your future earlier.  

 

What would you advise all students as a 

careers counsellor? 

It is never too early to think about career 
paths, we are always here just to hear 

about where they see themselves in the 
future. I personally believe that stress is 
for the weak. We are all under pressure 

but one thing I have learnt from being a 
student at this school is that, from form 1 

we learn how to deal with pressure and 

perform well. We have such a good 
starting point at this school, which makes 

life easier coping with the university 
pressure, assignments, lectures and 
exams. Applications can be quite scary 

however, you are all going to get into 
University, even if it is not where you 

imagined being, there is a solution for 
everything. 

 

Interviewing the new Careers 

Assistants 

 

Veatriki Sophocleous: 

 

 

What A Levels are you studying right 

know at school and why? Do you enjoy 

them?  

At the end of form 5 we made our 

selections according to what we were 
enjoying and a potential university 
degree. I selected Mathematics, Further 

Mathematics, Accounting and Economics. 
I chose double Maths because, it is a 
subject I enjoy and perform well in. This 

decision was also influenced, by the fact 
that I would like to study mathematics as 

a university degree. I enjoy solving 
challenging problems from different 
chapters. 
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My other A-level subject is accounting 

which in my opinion combines well with 
mathematics as there are many job 

opportunities in the market in any 
country. What I enjoy with accounting is 
preparing financial statements, 

comparing them between other 
statements of previous years and then 

answering questions that summarises the 
financial position of a business or 
company. Economics was taken up until 

AS Level in Form 6. 

 

If you could change anything, what would 

you do differently? 

I would not change my subject selection if 

I had the option to, however something 
that I could have done better is improve 
my organisational skills from the 

beginning of my A-level course, not 
waiting for assignments due in order to 
study. This will decrease stress in our 

lives, as no last minute work will be due. 

 

What advice would you give to younger 

students? 

Well, as an older student I advise younger 

students to select subjects that they enjoy 
studying. A-Levels are very overwhelming 
and need sacrifices hence nobody would 

be able to succeed in a subject without 
enjoying it. However, just because A-

levels are stressful, it does not mean that 
you are going to leave other opportunities 
school has to offer. A balance should be 

kept in order to do both; extra activities 
such as debating, drama clubs etc., they 

are also a part of the school journey. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Georgia Kyriakou: 

 

 

What a levels are you studying right now 

and why? 

Starting the 6th form I selected Maths and 
Further maths as well as Physics, 

Economics and Accounting. Even though, 
we only need 3 A levels to be accepted into 

university, I found the subject of 
accounting to be very intriguing as well as 
helpful for general knowledge in the 

future. For this reason why I decided to 
complete the extra A-level outside of 

school. Other than that, my choice to 
study double maths arose mainly from the 
fact that I want to study that subject as 

my university degree and the subjects are 
required. The fourth and final A-level I 
study is economics, which I have a 

strange relationship with. Other than the 
fact that I absolutely adore its content, I 

am not as excited to study for the tests or 
exams, due to the fact that it is theory 
based and I am more of a practical, 

problem-solving person.  
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What would you do differently? 

If I was given the chance to do it all again, 
I would probably still choose the same 4 
subjects. Even Physics, which I dropped 

at the AS level, helped me learn how to 
study and how to be organised. I am the 
kind of person who believes that you learn 

many useful qualities from each subject 
you study. Problem-solving, evaluation, 

analysis or critical thinking are all useful 
later on. 
 

What advice would you give to younger 

students? 

Well I would start by saying, listen to your 
teachers. Listen to your teachers and do 

your homework regularly, it’s going to 
help a lot. Also, do not panic. If you get a 
bad grade or if you fail a test or exam, it 

is not the end of the world. I do believe 
that our school has a very strong support 
system and all of our teachers are keen to 

help you no matter what, especially if you 
ask. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

QUOTE OF THE MONTH…  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The GCS Careers Team 

Marianna Zittis-Charalambides:  

Head of Careers 
Sophia Alexia Ioannou: 

Careers Counsellor 
Georgia Kyriakou: Careers Assistant 
Veatriki Sophocleous: Careers Assistant 


